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Wanted and Unwanted Fertility in Bolivia

TABLE 1. Percentage distribution of women in ethnically en-
dogamous couples in need of contraception, by ethnicity,
according to selected characteristics, Bolivian Demograph-
ic and Health Survey, 2003

Characteristic Indigenous Nonindigenous
(N=1,157) (N=704)

Outcome
Using modern contraceptive

Yes 27.3 61.2
No 72.7 38.8

Using any contraceptive
Yes 56.3 74.0
No 43.7 26.0

Background
Woman’s age

15–24 16.9 23.4
25–34 36.3 38.1
35–44 35.7 29.7
45–49 11.2 8.8

Man’s age
15–24 8.4 8.1
25–34 35.5 37.1
35–44 36.0 32.4
45–64 20.2 22.4

Parity†
0 1.0 1.3
1 11.6 16.2
2 20.0 22.6
3 19.8 20.2
4 14.6 15.3
5 12.0 9.1
≥6 21.1 15.3

Woman’s education
None 12.5 2.8
Incomplete primary 61.5 46.5
Complete primary 4.8 8.0
Incomplete secondary 6.7 15.8
Complete secondary 9.5 16.1
>complete secondary 5.0 10.9

Man’s education
None 1.1 1.4
Incomplete primary 54.9 42.2
Complete primary 6.8 7.2
Incomplete secondary 16.1 18.8
Complete secondary 12.5 14.1
>incomplete secondary 8.6 16.3

Attitudinal
Woman’s approval of family planning

Approves 83.6 95.0
Disapproves/don’t know 16.4 5.0

Couple’s approval of family planning
Both approve 64.0 87.4
Man only approves 9.7 4.0
Woman only approves 19.6 7.7
Both disapprove/don’t know 6.7 1.0

Man’s desire for another child
Yes 4.9 11.7
No 95.1 88.4

Woman’s perception
Couple’s desire for children

Both want same 61.0 55.0
Man wants more 17.1 22.8
Man wants fewer 11.2 9.5
Don’t know 10.7 12.8

Partner’s approval of family planning
Approves 76.6 87.2
Disapproves 10.3 6.3
Don’t know 13.1 6.5

Spousal discussion of family planning
Yes 82.0 89.5
No 18.0 10.5

Total 100.0 100.0

†For pregnant women,includes living children and current pregnancy.


