
Volume 36, Number 2, March/April 2004 Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health

Acceptability of the Vaginal Diaphragm Among Current Users

TABLE 4. Percentage of diaphragm users reporting that
selected reasons were moderately to extremely important
in their decision to use the method

Reason %

Dissatisfied with previous method 72.3
Health care provider recommended the diaphragm 61.3
Medical problems with previous method 47.9
Wanted a method that provides dual protection 

against both pregnancy and some STDs 23.3
Partner didn’t like previous method 20.1
Wanted to get pregnant, and decided to use the

diaphragm while a hormonal method wore off 9.3

Notes: Data are missing from two women for dissatisfied with previous method,
three for health care provider recommended the diaphragm,  and one for want-
ed to get pregnant and decided to use the diaphragm while a hormonal method
wore off, all because they responded don’t know. For partner didn’t like previ-
ous method, data are missing for one woman, who declined to respond.


