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Self-Reported Abortion-Related Morbidity in India

TABLE 1. Among married women aged 15–39 with at least
one child, percentage and number of abortion attempts for
which they reported symptoms and complications, accord-
ing to rural or urban residence, Madhya Pradesh, India, 2002

Symptom Rural Urban
(N=451) (N=515)

% No. % No.

None 41.2 186 54.0 279
Pain 38.4 173 27.0 139
Excessive bleeding 25.3 114 9.9 51
Incomplete abortion 3.8 17 1.9 10
Infection/fever 6.7 30 3.9 20
Weakness 31.7 143 24.7 127
Damage to uterus/ vagina 0.2 1 0.6 3
Other 1.8 8 1.6 8

Note: Multiple responses were allowed.


