Sexual Risk Behaviors Among Jamaican Adolescents

TABLE 2. Among respondents aged 15-19 who neither were in a union nor had a
child, percentage who reported sexual risk behaviors in the 12 months preceding
interviews, by selected variables, according to gender

Variable Females Males
Sexually Multiple Inconsistent | Sexually Multiple Inconsistent
active partners condom active partners condom
use/no use use/no use

All 323 11.6 49.1 54.1 524 46.3
Age
15 16.9%** 8.2 56.9%* 28.1%%*  37.5%* 39.3%
16 19.0 6.5 49.9 459 44.7 494
17 39.7 1.2 54.0 62.8 52.1 52.7
18 53.9 154 259 79.8 553 36.1
19 66.1 134 634 827 67.3 56.0
Studentt
Appropriate/higher

grade 16.5%** 74 35.1 38.5%%  44.4* 495
Lower grade 208 125 45.7 40.3 42.6 394
No 64.6 12.2 54.2 738 594 493
Household wealth tercile
Lowest 39.3% 16.6 53.1 50.5 48.2 486
Middle 334 105 51.8 54.0 494 50.7
Highest 263 8.1 417 58.6 60.6 386
Victim of childhood violence
Yes 35.0% 10.8 50.9 528 537 49.1
No 26.1 14.2 434 56.6 50.2 411
Witnessed parental violence
Yes 388 10.7 535 54.3*% 515 533
No 316 124 485 525 514 439
Didn‘t grow up

with both parents  30.6 26 47.9 64.7 58.5 58.2
Had supportive adultin home
Yes 28.1%%* 120 41.0%%* 50.3%**  489** 443
No 579 104 729 73.2 64.7 53.1
Attended religious services
Weekly 15.5%* 10.2 338 40.0%** 497 43.9*
Monthly 377 56 527 534 56.5 322
<monthly/never 504 144 536 60.1 523 50.2
No.of traditional gender role statements endorsed
0 306 89 30.2% 51.4** 513 453
1-2 332 134 534 51.2 513 434
3 318 9.2 60.6 63.8 55.6 425
Health region
1 314 12.2 493 59.9%**  50.2%* 41.9*
2 306 43 45.0 57.1 46.2 395
3 284 11.0 519 42.7 444 443
4 39.8 15.1 488 55.0 64.6 577
Residence
Urban 303 153 483 58.5% 52.0 46.1
Rural 345 8.0 499 50.2 529 46.5
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*p<.05.%%p<.01.¥**p<.001.TEnrolled students were categorized as being in an age-appropriate or higher grade,
orin a lower than age-appropriate grade. Notes: For multiple partners and condom use measures, the analytic
sample was restricted to those who were sexually active.Pearson’s chi-square test was used to identify an over-
all association between each risk behavior and each independent variable.
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