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Pap Test Knowledge

TABLE 2. Percentage distribution of women, by responses to true-false questions
measuring knowledge about Pap testing, by question, according to response

Question (and correct response) Correct Incorrect Don’t Missing Total
know

The purpose of the Pap smear test is to :
Check your ova ries (Fa l s e ) 2 0 . 4 6 1 . 2 1 7 . 8 0 . 6 1 0 0 . 0
S c ra pe cells to look for ca n cer (Tru e ) 8 5 . 5 4 . 1 1 0 . 4 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0
Tre at ca n cer (Fa l s e ) 4 3 . 2 3 2 . 8 2 3 . 4 0 . 6 1 0 0 . 0
Test for sexual disease (Fa l s e ) 1 2 . 1 7 3 . 1 1 4 . 8 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0
Check your urine (Fa l s e ) 4 3 . 2 3 1 . 1 2 5 . 1 0 . 6 1 0 0 . 0

Sy m p toms of an abnormal Pap smear are :
Vaginal itc h i n g / i rri t ation (Fa l s e ) 2 0 . 1 4 9 . 1 3 0 . 5 0 . 3 1 0 0 . 0
Pain with sexual inte rcourse (Fa l s e ) 1 4 . 5 5 4 . 7 3 0 . 5 0 . 3 1 0 0 . 0
A fre q u e nt need to uri n ate (Fa l s e ) 2 9 . 3 3 1 . 4 3 7 . 6 1 . 7 1 0 0 . 0
Un n o t i ceable/no symptoms (Tru e ) 5 0 . 9 1 2 . 4 3 4 . 6 2 . 1 1 0 0 . 0
Unusual vaginal spotting/bleeding (Tru e ) 5 8 . 9 1 2 . 7 2 8 . 1 0 . 3 1 0 0 . 0
Genital wa rts (Tru e ) 4 2 . 0 2 0 . 4 3 6 . 7 0 . 9 1 0 0 . 0

If you have an abnormal result on the Pap te s t :
You should tell your partner (Tru e ) 8 9 . 3 2 . 7 6 . 5 1 . 5 1 0 0 . 0
It means you have ca n cer (Fa l s e ) 6 8 . 0 5 . 9 2 5 . 4 0 . 7 1 0 0 . 0
The problem could go away on its own (Tru e ) 1 0 . 9 6 9 . 2 1 8 . 9 1 . 0 1 0 0 . 0
You may need more fre q u e nt Pap smears (Tru e ) 7 5 . 1 7 . 1 1 6 . 6 1 . 2 1 0 0 . 0

Fo l l ow-up for an abnormal Pap smear can invo l ve :
A blood test (Fa l s e ) 1 2 . 7 6 3 . 9 2 3 . 1 0 . 3 1 0 0 . 0
Biopsy (Tru e ) 5 1 . 2 1 1 . 8 3 6 . 4 0 . 6 1 0 0 . 0
Another Pap smear test (Tru e ) 8 6 . 4 1 . 5 1 1 . 8 0 . 3 1 0 0 . 0
Co l po s co py (Tru e ) 2 1 . 6 1 4 . 8 6 2 . 7 0 . 9 1 0 0 . 0
HPV testing (Tru e ) 3 4 . 0 1 0 . 7 5 4 . 4 0 . 9 1 0 0 . 0

No te : HPV=human papillomav i ru s.


