Fap lest Knowleage

TABLE 4. Percentage distribution of responses to the open-
ended question about women’s informational needs regard-
ing Pap tests, and sample responses, by theme

Theme and sample responses %
(N=
340)

Pap test results and prognosis 29.1

“Can lknow if it's good or bad”—Hispanic woman, aged 30

“Whatthe results are, did | pass/fail"—black woman, aged 18

“Wh ateffe ctwill it have on my body”"—white woman, aged 41

“Corect[sic] testing, mis reading [sic] tests or missing something”
—white woman, aged 39

Abnormal Pap test results 26.2
“Whatcan we [sic] done to fix it"—Hispanic woman, aged 42
“How does it be come abnormal”—whitewoman, aged 37
“The seriousness of an abnormal Pap”—Hispanic woman, aged 36
“If | have an abnormal exam and it's repeated 30x and it’s still
abnomal, why don't| get anything for treatment?”
—Hispanic woman, aged 24
“What can | do to help myself or to help prevent itagain”
—Hispanic woman, aged 30
“What are the possibilities of me having to come back”
—Dblack woman, aged 20
“I would like to know about the side effe cts or symptoms”
—Dblack woman, aged 21

Mechanics and procedures of the Pap exam 13.8
“What is it that they take from inside me in the exam”

—Hispanic woman, aged 25
“Iwould like to know more about scraping the sides with the

rough object”—black woman, aged 33

Purpose and importance of the Pap test 129
“What exactly there [sic] are loo king for'—white
woman, aged 21
“The reason why it is necessaryto get a Pap smear”
—Dblack woman, aged 34
“Why are they so important?”—white woman, aged 35

General women'’s health conditions 9.4
“Whatif | have cancer?”—Hispanic woman, aged 24
“Til ted uterus, endometriosus [sic]’—black woman, aged 45
“Ulcers, infe ctions and eve rything about cancer”
—Hispanic woman, aged 39
“Does sex have anything to do w/my adnormal pamp smear [sic]?”
—Dblack woman, aged 29

Timing of the Pap test 53
“How early are abnormalities detected”—white
woman, aged 20
“Why do we have to take a Pap smear eve ryyear”
—Dblack woman, aged 25
“When will you be able to tellif something is wrong if it is
abnomal?”"—whitewoman, aged 18
“When should | get an exam”—Hispanic woman, aged 37
“To have the results more quickl y’—Hispanic woman, aged 48

Doctor-patientcommunication 32

“Use clear and simple words; in person, doctor to patient”
—Hispanic woman, aged 31

“If there was something wrong | would like it explained in English
not doctor terms”"—white woman, aged 40

Total 100.0

Note: A total of 210 women provided the 340 re s ponses on which the per-
centages are based.
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