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Pap Test Knowledge

TABLE 4. Percentage distribution of responses to the open-
ended question about wo m e n’s informational needs re g a rd-
i n g Pap tests, and sample responses, by theme

Theme and sample responses %
(N=
340)

Pap test results and prog n o s i s 2 9 . 1
“Can I kn ow if it’s good or bad”—Hispanic woman, aged 30 
“Wh at the results are, did I pass/fail”—black woman, aged 18 
“Wh at effe ct will it have on my body” — w h i te woman, aged 41 
“Co re ct [sic] te s t i n g, mis reading [sic] tests or missing something”
— w h i te woman, aged 39 

Ab n o rmal Pap test re s u l t s 2 6 . 2
“Wh at can we [sic] done to fix it”—Hispanic woman, aged 42 
“ How does it be come abnorm a l” — w h i te woman, aged 37 
“The seriousness of an abnormal Pa p”—Hispanic woman, aged 36 
“If I have an abnormal exam and it’s re pe ated 30x and it’s still
a b n o rmal, why don’t I get anything for tre at m e nt ? ”
—Hispanic woman, aged 24 

“Wh at can I do to help myself or to help preve nt it again”
—Hispanic woman, aged 30 

“Wh at are the possibilities of me having to come back”
—black woman, aged 20 

“I would like to kn ow about the side effe cts or sympto m s”
—black woman, aged 21 

Mechanics and proce d u res of the Pap ex a m 1 3 . 8
“Wh at is it that they take from inside me in the ex a m”
—Hispanic woman, aged 25 

“I would like to kn ow more about scraping the sides with the 
rough object”—black woman, aged 33 

Pu rpose and impo rt a n ce of the Pap te s t 1 2 . 9
“Wh at ex a ctly there [sic] are loo king fo r” — w h i te
woman, aged 21 

“The reason why it is nece s s a ry to get a Pap smear”
—black woman, aged 34 

“Why are they so impo rt a nt ? ” — w h i te woman, aged 35 

Ge n e ral wo m e n’s health co n d i t i o n s 9 . 4
“Wh at if I have ca n cer?”—Hispanic woman, aged 24 
“Ti l ted ute ru s, endometriosus [sic]”—black woman, aged 45 
“U l ce r s, infe ctions and eve rything about ca n ce r”
—Hispanic woman, aged 39 

“Does sex have anything to do w/my adnormal pamp smear [sic]?”
—black woman, aged 29

Timing of the Pap te s t 5 . 3
“How early are abnormalities dete cte d” — w h i te
woman, aged 20 

“Why do we have to take a Pap smear eve ry ye a r”
—black woman, aged 25 

“When will you be able to tell if something is wrong if it is
a b n o rm a l ? ” — w h i te woman, aged 18 

“When should I get an ex a m”—Hispanic woman, aged 37 
“To have the results more quickl y”—Hispanic woman, aged 48 

Docto r - p at i e nt co m m u n i cat i o n 3 . 2
“Use clear and simple wo rds; in person, doctor to pat i e nt”
—Hispanic woman, aged 31 

“If there was something wrong I would like it explained in English
not doctor te rm s” — w h i te woman, aged 40 

To t a l 1 0 0 . 0

No te : A total of 210 women provided the 340 re s ponses on which the pe r-
ce ntages are based.


