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Advanced Practice Clinicians’ Interest in Providing Medical Abortion

TABLE 1. Percentage distribution of California advanced practice clinicians partici-
pating in a 2003 survey, by selected characteristics, according to clinician type

Characteristic All Nurse Physician Nurse-
practitioner assistant midwife

Ge n d e r ( N = 1 , 1 5 8 ) ( N = 7 6 2 ) ( N = 3 2 4 ) ( N = 7 2 )
Fe m a l e 8 6 . 1 9 3 . 7 6 5 . 4 9 8 . 6
Ma l e 1 3 . 9 6 . 3 3 4 . 6 † 1 . 4

Gra d u ate degre e ( N = 1 , 1 3 8 ) ( N = 7 5 7 ) ( N = 3 1 0 ) ( N = 7 1 )
Ye s 6 6 . 6 7 9 . 7 3 3 . 2 7 3 . 2 ‡
No 3 3 . 4 2 0 . 3 6 6 . 8 2 6 . 8

Area of spe c i a l i z at i o n * * * ( N = 1 , 1 7 6 ) ( N = 7 7 9 ) ( N = 3 2 5 ) ( N = 7 2 )
Wo m e n’s health 2 2 . 0 2 0 . 8 9 . 8 9 0 . 3
Adult/family pri m a ry ca re 4 5 . 7 4 8 . 8 4 7 . 7 2 . 8
Pe d i at ri c s / g e ri at ri c s / o t h e r 3 2 . 3 3 0 . 4 4 2 . 5 6 . 9

% of time spe nt providing ca re
to women aged 13–45 ( N = 1 , 1 4 6 ) ( N = 7 5 2 ) ( N = 3 2 3 ) ( N = 7 1 )
� 3 3 6 0 . 8 5 6 . 0 6 4 . 4 9 5 . 8 ‡
< 3 3 3 9 . 2 4 4 . 0 3 5 . 6 4 . 2

Abo rtion stance ( N = 1 , 1 4 3 ) ( N = 7 5 1 ) ( N = 3 2 2 ) ( N = 7 0 )
Proc h o i ce 7 2 . 5 7 3 . 1 6 9 . 3 8 1 . 4 §
Pro l i fe / n e i t h e r 2 7 . 5 2 6 . 9 3 0 . 7 1 8 . 6

Position on legal stat u s
of abo rt i o n * ( N = 1 , 1 3 7 ) ( N = 7 4 8 ) ( N = 3 1 9 ) ( N = 7 0 )
Legal under any circ u m s t a n ce s 5 2 . 2 5 2 . 9 4 7 . 3 6 7 . 1
Legal only under ce rtain circ u m s t a n ce s 4 2 . 4 4 1 . 7 4 6 . 7 3 0 . 0
Illegal under all circ u m s t a n ce s 5 . 4 5 . 3 6 . 0 2 . 9

Would suppo rt co l l e a g u e s
in providing abo rt i o n ( N = 1 , 1 0 9 ) ( N = 7 3 0 ) ( N = 3 1 2 ) ( N = 6 7 )
Ye s 7 7 . 3 7 7 . 8 7 4 . 4 8 5 . 1 §
No 2 2 . 7 2 2 . 2 2 5 . 6 1 4 . 9

Sees pat i e nts with uninte n d e d
p re g n a n cy ( N = 1 , 0 4 7 ) ( N = 6 6 8 ) ( N = 3 0 9 ) ( N = 7 0 )
Ye s 7 2 . 1 7 0 . 8 6 9 . 9 9 4 . 3 §
No 2 7 . 9 2 9 . 2 3 0 . 1 5 . 7

Includes abo rtion in co u n s e l i n g ( N = 7 5 7 ) ( N = 4 7 3 ) ( N = 2 1 9 ) ( N = 6 5 )
Ye s 8 2 . 3 8 5 . 2 7 5 . 3 § 8 4 . 6
No 1 7 . 7 1 4 . 8 2 4 . 7 1 5 . 4

Ever re fe rred pat i e nt for abo rt i o n ( N = 1 , 0 4 8 ) ( N = 6 6 7 ) ( N = 3 1 1 ) ( N = 7 0 )
Ye s 6 5 . 4 6 5 . 7 5 9 . 2 9 0 . 0 §
No 3 4 . 6 3 4 . 3 4 0 . 8 1 0 . 0

Fa m i l i a ri ty with medical abo rt i o n ( N = 1 , 0 7 1 ) ( N = 6 8 7 ) ( N = 3 1 5 ) ( N = 6 9 )
So m e w h at / ve ry familiar 7 6 . 4 7 6 . 4 7 3 . 7 8 8 . 4 §
Never heard of/not ve ry familiar 2 3 . 6 2 3 . 6 2 6 . 3 1 1 . 6

As s i s ted with medical abo rt i o n
in past six mos. ( N = 1 , 0 6 4 ) ( N = 6 8 0 ) ( N = 3 1 4 ) ( N = 7 0 )
Ye s 6 . 7 6 . 2 7 . 0 1 0 . 0
No 9 3 . 3 9 3 . 8 9 3 . 0 9 0 . 0

Tre ated abo rtion co m p l i cat i o n
in past six mos. ( N = 1 , 0 5 6 ) ( N = 6 7 2 ) ( N = 3 1 4 ) ( N = 7 0 )
Ye s 1 8 . 6 1 8 . 0 1 8 . 8 2 2 . 9
No 8 1 . 4 8 2 . 0 8 1 . 2 7 7 . 1

Wa nts medical abo rtion tra i n i n g ( N = 1 , 0 7 4 ) ( N = 7 0 2 ) ( N = 3 0 5 ) ( N = 6 7 )
Ye s 2 4 . 7 2 3 . 6 2 3 . 3 4 1 . 8 §
No 7 5 . 3 7 6 . 4 7 6 . 7 5 8 . 2

To t a l 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0

*p<.05 for ove rall chi-square test. ***p<.001 for ove rall chi-square test. †Di f fers significa ntly from nurse pra ct i t i o n e r s
at p<.05. (The cell size for nurse-midw i fe was too small to test for significa n ce.) ‡The three clinician ty pes diffe r
s i g n i fica ntly from one another at p<.05. §Di f fers significa ntly from other clinician ty pes at p<.05. No te : All Ns are
we i g hte d.


