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Advanced Practice Clinicians’ Interest in Providing Medical Abortion

TABLE 3. Of advanced practice clinicians who would be willing to perform medical
abortions, percentage who perceive selected barriers to performing or assisting
another provider in performing medical abortion, by clinician type

Barrier Total Nurse Physician Nurse-
(N=411) practitioner assistant midwife

(N=270) (N=109) (N=32)

Lack of training oppo rt u n i t i e s 6 6 . 9 6 7 . 7 6 6 . 1 6 2 . 5
Un s u re about legal re s t ri ct i o n s 5 8 . 4 5 9 . 6 5 6 . 0 5 6 . 3
Cl i n i cal facility does not pe rm i t 4 5 . 7 4 5 . 6 4 5 . 9 4 6 . 9
Ma l p ra ct i ce insura n ce cost would incre a s e * 4 1 . 6 4 1 . 9 4 6 . 8 2 1 . 9 †
No physician backu p 2 4 . 3 2 4 . 8 2 4 . 8 1 8 . 8
Fear of ant i a bo rtion hara s s m e nt 2 0 . 4 2 1 . 9 1 6 . 5 2 1 . 9
Lack of suppo rt from co l l e a g u e s * 1 0 . 0 1 1 . 9 2 . 8 † 1 8 . 8
Lack of suppo rt from fri e n d s / f a m i l y / co m m u n i ty 9 . 0 1 0 . 4 5 . 5 9 . 4

*p<.05 for ove rall chi-square test or Fisher ex a ct test (for cell co u nts less than five). †Di f fers from other clinician
ty pes at p<.05.


