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vs. 0.2). The increased discrepancy was due primarily to
the greater exclusion of women’s reported partners than
of men’s reported partners. 

In the full sample, the ratio of partners reported by men
to those reported by women increased monotonically as
the type or relationship became more casual (from 0.4 for
spouses to 3.9 for casual partners): Women reported, on
average, nearly three times as many spouses as men,
whereas men reported nearly four times as many casual
partners as women. In the restricted sample, however, we
found no evidence of gender bias in the reporting of mar-
ital partners, but found stronger bias in the reporting of
nonmarital partners (from a ratio of 2.3 for fiancé(e)s to
5.5 for casual partners). These results suggest that either
women are underreporting nonmarital partners or men
are overreporting them, or both.

Differences in Sexual Behaviors
In the full sample of all reported partnerships, men and
women provided significantly different accounts across all
measures of sexual behaviors (Table 3, page 186). On av-
erage, women reported waiting longer than men to have
sex within a relationship (five vs. four months), but also
said they had engaged in sex more frequently than men:
Twenty-five percent of women and 16% of men reported
having had sex 5–14 times in the last month of the rela-
tionship, and 12% and 8%, respectively, reported having
had sex 15 or more times in the last month. Men were
more likely than women to report having ever used con-
doms (76% vs. 65%), more likely to report having always
used them during the first month of the relationship (56%
vs. 41%) and during the previous month (29% vs. 17%),
and less likely to report never having used them during
those months. Interestingly, while 17% of women in the
full sample said they thought their partner had other non-
marital partners, 25% of men reported having had more
than one nonmarital partner in the last month of their re-
lationship. By comparison, 25% of men suspected that
their partner had other nonmarital partners, whereas only
7% of women reported having a concurrent nonmarital
partner.

RESULTS

Selection and Participation Bias
To assess selection bias in the all-partnerships sample, we
compared reports from respondents in the restricted sam-
ple with those from respondents who were excluded from
this group. Partners of women in our restricted sample
were, on average, younger than those who were excluded
from that sample (21 vs. 25—Table 1) because a large pro-
portion of women’s reported partners were older than 24.
By contrast, the partners of men in the restricted sample
were older (19 vs. 17), as many of their reported partners
were younger than 18. Men’s partnerships in the restrict-
ed sample were more likely to be ongoing (70% vs. 62%)
and, on average, lasted as long as relationships that were
excluded from the sample. For women, however, partner-
ships in the nonrestricted sample tended to be of longer
duration than those in the restricted group (36 vs. 26
months). We found large and significant differences by
type of relationship between the two partner samples for
men, but not between the partner samples for women. In
addition, men were more likely to have provided gifts or
money to partners in the restricted sample than to those
in the nonrestricted sample (76% vs. 66%).

We also found clear evidence of participation bias in our
matched-couples sample. Although no significant differ-
ences in partners’ ages or relationship duration were
found, men’s and women’s relationships with partners
who were interviewed were far more likely than those with
partners who were not interviewed to be ongoing (91% vs.
59% for men, and 98% vs. 83% for women). For both
men’s and women’s partners, those who were interviewed
were more likely to be married or engaged to the respon-
dent, and less likely to be casual partners, than those who
were not interviewed.

Selective Reporting of Partnerships
In the full sample, men reported, on average, 40% more
sexual relationships than did women (means, 1.2 vs. 0.9—
Table 2). In the restricted sample, men had more than
twice as many sexual partners as women, although the
mean number of partners for each gender was lower (0.5

TABLE 2. Average number and type of sexual partnerships, by sample and gender 

Characteristic All partnerships Restricted partnerships

Women Men Men/women Women Men Men/women
ratio ratio

No. of respondents 643 632 .na 643 632 .na
No. of partnerships 549 750 .na 157 330 .na
Mean no. of partnerships 0.85 1.19*** 1.40 0.24 0.52*** 2.14
Type of relationship (last month, mean)
Spouse 0.33 0.12*** 0.36 0.08 0.08 1.00
Fiancé(e) 0.11 0.12 1.09 0.03 0.07** 2.33
Serious boyfriend/girlfriend 0.21 0.34*** 1.62 0.08 0.13** 1.63
Dating partner 0.12 0.23*** 1.92 0.03 0.10*** 3.33
Casual partner 0.07 0.27*** 3.86 0.02 0.11*** 5.50
One-night stand/CSW 0.00 0.09*** .na 0.00 0.04*** .na
Separated/other 0.02 0.02 1.00 0.00 0.01 .na

**p≤.01. ***p≤.001. Notes:CSW=commercial sex worker. na=not applicable.


