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In the restricted sample—designed to minimize the ef-
fects of sample selection—we found no significant differ-
ences regarding time until first sex, frequency of sex and
men’s involvement with concurrent nonmarital partners.
On average, however, men were still more likely to report
using condoms, and the proportion of men who believed
that their partner had another nonmarital partner was
greater than the proportion of women who reported hav-
ing such partners (26% vs. 6%).

To account for our findings in Table 2 that men and
women systematically reported different types of sexual re-
lationships, we assessed gender differences in reported be-
haviors after controlling for the type of relationship (Table
3). We found that men and women gave strikingly similar
descriptions of their behaviors; only women’s reports of
their nonmarital partners remained significantly different
from men’s suspicions (10% vs. 21%).

Finally, in comparing aggregate agreement among
matched couples, we found only one significant gender
difference: Men were twice as likely to suspect their female
partners of having other nonmarital partners (8%) as
women were to report such partnerships (4%). Notably,
the proportion of women who suspected that their part-
ners had other nonmarital partners was similar to the pro-
portion of men who reported having such partners (11%
and 13%, respectively). In addition, when men and
women were referring to the same partnership, there was
no systematic gender bias regarding time until first sex, fre-
quency of sex, or use of condoms or other contraceptives.
All of these matched-couple results, however, should be in-

terpreted with caution, as Table 1 shows that this sample
overrepresents relationships that were ongoing and of a
more serious nature.

Interpartner Agreement and Concordance
By first assessing the level of agreement and concordance
within matched partnerships of presumably objective and
nonsensitive traits, such as age, ethnicity and educational
attainment, we can determine not only how well couples
know each other, but whether one gender is better in-
formed than the other about their partner’s characteristics.
Among all matched couples, we found that exceptionally
high proportions of both men and women (more than
90%) gave the same answer as their partner about the part-
ner’s ethnicity (Table 4). Women appeared to be more ac-
curate than men at reporting their partner’s age (correla-
tion coefficients, 0.8 vs. 0.6), and although three-quarters
of each gender agreed with their partner’s assessment of
their level of education, the kappas indicate only a mod-
erate level of concordance (0.6 for each).

Nearly all respondents agreed about whether the rela-
tionship was ongoing, but as often occurs with kappas, the
high prevalence of ongoing relationships (95%) coincid-
ed with a rather low kappa (0.4). There was a strong and
significant correlation (0.8) between men’s and women’s
reports about the duration of the relationships. The level
of agreement about the type of relationship in the last
month was moderate (71%). More than 80% of men and
women agreed on whether gifts or money had been given
by one partner to the other.

Do Men and Women Report Their Sexual Partnerships Differently?

TABLE 3. Selected sexual behaviors in various subsamples of partnerships, by gender

Measure All partnerships Restricted partnerships All partnerships Matched couples
(adjusted)

Women Men Women Men Women Men Women Men
(N=549) (N=750) (N=157) (N=330) (N=549) (N=750) (N=280) (N=280)

Time until first sex (mos.) 4.9 3.7* 3.8 3.2 4.8 3.7 3.4 3.4
Frequency of sex (first month)

1–4 times 57.5 62.9* 57.4 62.6 59.0 61.5 10.1 10.8
5–14 times 30.8 29.8 34.8 29.2 31.2 29.7 22.7 30.6
≥15 11.8 7.3 7.7 8.2 9.7 8.9 67.2 58.6

Frequency of sex (last month)
0 31.4 41.6*** 24.4 31.7 35.7 38.2 16.9 17.9
1–4 times 31.8 34.0 34.0 37.2 33.2 32.9 27.0 23.3
5–14 times 24.5 16.3 29.5 20.1 20.6 19.4 39.6 40.5
≥15 12.4 8.2 12.2 11.0 10.5 9.6 16.6 18.3

Used any contraceptive (first month) 67.0 71.4 69.4 72.5 72.0 67.4 62.8 62.5
Used condoms (first month)

Rarely/never 43.7 31.4*** 41.0 31.6** 38.7 34.9 43.7 46.4
Sometimes/mostly 15.7 13.0 18.0 11.9 14.5 14.1 16.9 16.4
Always 40.6 55.6 41.0 56.5 46.9 51.0 39.4 37.1

Used condoms (last month)
No sex 31.6 41.1*** 25.8 31.4*** 36.2 37.5 17.6 20.4
Rarely/never 43.5 23.7 47.7 28.1 32.0 31.9 49.6 50.4
Sometimes/mostly 8.2 6.6 9.7 7.0 7.4 7.3 11.5 11.1
Always 16.6 28.7 16.8 33.5 24.3 23.4 21.2 18.2

Ever used condoms 64.5 75.7*** 68.0 76.4* 70.1 71.7 62.7 60.7
Man had other nonmarital partner†  17.3 25.1*** 17.2 20.9 20.4 22.4 10.7 12.9
Woman had other nonmarital partner‡ 6.7 25.1*** 6.4 25.5*** 9.5 21.0*** 3.9 8.2*

*p≤.05. **p≤.01. ***p≤.001. †Compares men’s reports of infidelity with women’s suspicion of their partner’s infidelity. ‡Compares women’s reports of infidelity with
men’s suspicion of their partner’s infidelity. Notes: “First month” refers to the first month of sexual activity in the relationship. Chi-square and t tests were used to as-
sess differences in the all-partnerships and restricted-partnerships samples; Z tests were used for the all-partnerships adjusted sample; and McNemar, Wilcoxon
signed rank and chi-square tests were used for the matched-couples sample.


