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Physician Intention to Prescribe Emergency Contraception

TABLE 5. Mean scores for physicians’ perception of specific professional referents’

perspective on prescribing emergency contraception and motivation to comply with

referents, by level of intention to prescribe

Referent Perceived perspective Motivation to comply

High Medium Low High Medium Low
(N=36) (N=39) (N=17) (N=36) (N=39) (N=17)

Professional organization 2.18 1.97 1.59 5.46 5.24 4.35
Current medical standards 2.00** 1.84 0.82† 6.51** 6.28 5.35†
Partners/colleagues 1.83* 1.59 0.82 4.51 4.54 4.41
Community physicians 1.54* 1.22 0.59 3.77 3.77 3.82

*p<.05 for high vs. low. **p<.001 for high vs. low. †p<.01 for medium vs. low. Note: Possible scores for perceived
perspective range from –3 (should not) to +3 (should); possible scores for motivation to comply range from 1
(not at all) to 7 (very much).


