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Pharmacy Access to Emergency Contraception in California

TABLE 5. Percentage distribution of women seeking emer-

gency contraceptives, by responses to selected questions

about use of the method, according to use of pharmacy

access or physician prescription

Question Total Pharmacy Physician 
(N=409) access prescription

(N=353) (N=56)

The earlier taken, the more effective

True 89 92 73*
False 11 8 27

May create nausea

True 75 75 77
False 25 25 23

Does not protect against STDs

True 85 84 89
False 15 16 11

How soon woman plans to take†

Within 1 hour 96 97 88*
>1 hour from now 4 3 12

Total 100 100 100

*Significantly different from pharmacy access users at p<.05. †Among women
who wanted emergency contraceptives for immediate use.


