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Disparities in Rates of Unintended Pregnancy

TABLE 1. Selected measures of pregnancy and its outcomes, by women’s demographic characteristics, 1994 and 2001

Characteristic No. of Pregnancy rate* Unintended pregnancies Abortion  Unintended
pregnancies, rate* birth rate*
2001 Total Intended Unintended As % of total % ending in
(in 000s) abortion†

1994 2001 1994 2001 1994 2001 1994 2001 1994 2001 1994 2001 1994 2001

All women 6,404 107 104 56 53 51 51 48 49 54 48 24 21 20 22

Age

<15 29 5 3 1 0 4 3 79 100 66 51 2 1 1 1
15–19 811 107 82 25 15 82 67 77 82 47 40 33 23 38 34

15–17 271 76 46 15 6 61 40 80 87 47 39 24 14 27 21
18–19 540 155 137 40 29 115 108 74 79 47 41 48 37 54 53

20–24 1,681 184 174 79 70 105 104 57 60 55 49 52 45 43 46
25–29 1,566 170 168 104 96 66 71 39 43 56 50 32 32 25 32
30–34 1,364 120 133 82 89 38 44 32 33 55 49 18 19 15 20
35–39 766 56 69 35 49 21 20 38 29 56 60 10 10 8 6
≥40 186 15 16 8 10 7 6 45 38 70 56 3 3 1 3

Marital status

Married 3,496 118 119 85 87 33 32 28 27 32 27 9 8 19 20
Unmarried 2,909 96 90 25 23 71 67 74 74 62 58 39 33 23 24

Marital history‡

Never married 2,331 102 92 25 22 77 70 76 77 61 57 41 35 27 26
Formerly married 578 80 82 26 30 54 52 68 63 69 67 33 29 14 14

Cohabitation status‡

Cohabiting 1,026 u 197 u 59 u 138 u 70 u 54 57 63 u 54
Not cohabiting 1,883 u 69 u 17 u 52 u 76 u 61 36 27 u 18

Income as % of poverty

<100 1,513 142 182 55 69 87 112 61 62 48 42 37 42 40 58
100–199 1,625 122 144 58 62 65 81 53 57 53 50 31 36 27 35
≥200 3,266 94 78 57 48 37 29 39 38 60 54 19 13 12 11

Education§

<high school diploma 878 146 151 75 75 71 76 49 50 38 36 23 22 37 40
High school

diploma/GED 1,699 108 115 61 61 47 54 43 47 49 46 20 21 20 25
Some college 1,501 92 91 49 43 43 47 47 52 71 60 27 25 11 16
College graduate 1,485 103 109 70 83 33 26 32 24 57 55 16 12 12 10

Race/ethnicity

White 3,552 88 88 52 53 37 35 42 40 52 44 16 13 15 17
Black 1,182 146 141 45 43 101 98 69 69 58 58 51 49 38 35
Hispanic 1,278 160 144 82 67 78 78 48 54 53 43 36 30 32 40

*Per 1,000 women. †Excluding fetal losses. ‡Among unmarried women. §Among women aged 20 and older. Notes: Age and marital status are measured at pregnancy outcome. u=unavailable.
GED=general equivalency diploma.


