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rates across groups of women.
When we identified exceptionally high age-specific 

rates, we included those based on incomplete statistics 
and surveys. When we identified exceptionally low rates, 
we excluded those based on these sources of information 
because underreporting can lead to the erroneous impres-
sion that rates are low. 

Some variation in the quality of reporting by age-group 
could exist if, for example, younger women are more likely 
to seek out clandestine services, or older women are better 
able to afford services from private providers in countries 
where private providers are not required to report proce-
dures. We assume that most of these potential influences 
on reporting by age cancel each other out and that any re-
maining differentials in reporting by age are small.

When abortions were reported but the woman’s age 
was not specified, we assumed the distribution across age-
groups was the same as among cases where age was report-
ed. The countries with the largest numbers of such cases 
were Canada and the Russian Federation (10% and 5% of 
all abortions, respectively). For some countries, very small 
numbers of abortions among females younger than 15 or 
older than 44 were reported; these were classified with 
abortions among females 15–19 and 40–44, respectively.

The median year for the most recent estimates of abor-
tions by women’s age is 2009 and ranges from 2006 to 
2010. For countries with complete reporting across time 
periods, we assessed trends in the age distribution of abor-
tions and age-specific abortion rates by comparing the 
most recent figures with measures for 1996 (or the closest 
year with reliable information) and 2003 (or the closest 
year). We selected these time periods because the com-
pleteness and quality of the corresponding abortion statis-
tics have already been assessed and reviewed, and because 
many of these statistics have already been published.3,9,15

For subregions with information on the distribution of 
legal abortions by women’s age for more than 50% of the 
population of females aged 15–44, the age distribution of 
abortions was estimated as the weighted average of the 
distributions in the countries for which information was 
available, with the populations of females aged 15–44 in 
the countries in 2009 serving as weights. For two major 
regions, North America and Europe, data on distributions 
of abortions by age were available for 100% and 81% of the 
populations, respectively. We computed the distribution of 
abortions by age in North America as the weighted aver-
age of the distributions in United States and Canada. The 
proportion of abortions by age in Europe was estimated as 
the weighted average of the subregional proportions, and 
the size of the female population in the subregions served 
as the weights.

RESULTS

Distribution of Abortion by Age
Of the 45 countries with information on the distribution 
of abortions by age, 40 classified women in five-year age-
groups at least through age 34 in the most recent year for 

TABLE 3. Abortion rate and total abortion rate, by woman’s age at termination,  
according to selected countries and years 

Country Year 15–19 20–24 25–29 30–34 35–39 ≥40 Total abor-
tion rate*

Complete statistics
Belgium 1995 6.2 10.1 8.4 6.7 4.5 1.7 0.19

2003 7.3 12.6 10.5 8.2 5.4 2.2 0.23
2008 8.4 14.5 12.7 10.1 6.7 2.4 0.27

Denmark 1995 15.0 23.0 21.0 20.0 13.0 6.0 0.49
 2003 14.8 21.0 18.1 17.2 13.4 5.2 0.45

2010 15.0 25.6 19.5 17.1 13.0 5.3 0.48
England/Wales 1996 22.0 28.0 20.0 14.0 9.0 3.0 0.48
 2003 23.0 31.0 22.0 15.0 10.0 4.0 0.53
 2010 22.0 30.2 22.5 16.5 10.0 4.0 0.53
Estonia 1996 43.0 93.0 83.0 63.0 43.0 19.0 1.72
 2003 28.3 52.6 51.0 43.3 32.2 14.0 1.11
 2010 19.2 33.5 32.1 29.2 23.8 10.9 0.74
Finland 1996 11.4 15.0 14.0 11.0 7.0 3.0 0.31
 2003 15.3 17.0 12.3 10.7 8.0 2.9 0.33
 2010 12.1 17.0 13.0 9.8 7.7 3.0 0.31
France 2003 14.4 26.7 22.3 18.2 13.0 5.6 0.50
 2009 15.2 26.7 23.4 18.8 13.6 5.8 0.52
Germany 1995 6.0 11.0 11.0 9.0 7.0 3.0 0.24
 2003 7.0 13.0 11.0 9.0 6.0 3.0 0.25
 2009 5.9 11.2 10.3 9.1 5.9 2.3 0.22
Hungary 1996 30.0 47.0 49.0 44.0 31.0 13.0 1.07
 2003 20.0 33.0 33.0 31.0 24.0 9.0 0.75

2009 18.0 26.9 25.6 24.6 19.7 8.0 0.61
Iceland 1996 20.6 22.4 16.8 10.2 9.9 3.1 0.42

2003 19.2 23.6 16.5 17.0 10.2 4.7 0.46
2009 12.0 23.2 20.3 13.9 10.1 5.2 0.42

Israel 1996 10.3 16.2 16.4 16.3 15.1 8.8 0.42
 2003 10.7 15.0 15.3 16.2 14.6 8.5 0.40
 2009 9.1 14.8 13.9 14.6 13.6 7.2 0.37
Italy 2003 7.0 15.0 14.0 12.0 10.0 5.0 0.32

2009 6.9 13.8 13.4 12.2 9.6 4.2 0.30
Netherlands 1996 5.3 9.3 8.9 7.6 5.4 2.4 0.19

2003 9.0 14.0 12.0 9.0 7.0 3.0 0.27
2008 7.1 15.0 12.2 9.7 7.0 3.5 0.27

New Zealand 1995 22.0 31.0 23.0 15.0 9.0 4.0 0.52
2003 25.9 41.1 27.9 18.0 11.6 4.3 0.64
2010 21.6 33.4 23.4 16.0 10.4 4.0 0.54

Norway 1996 16.0 26.0 21.0 16.0 10.0 4.0 0.47
2003 16.0 27.0 19.0 15.0 11.0 4.0 0.46
2011 12.7 27.6 22.6 16.6 11.3 4.4 0.48 

Portugal 2009 7.1 10.7 10.8 10.9 7.8 3.8 0.26
Scotland 1995 16.6 19.5 12.4 8.0 4.8 2.0 0.32
 2003 19.6 23.0 15.2 9.3 5.4 2.2 0.37

2010 19.6 22.5 15.1 10.7 6.6 2.2 0.38
Slovakia 1995 11.1 31.5 38.8 32.7 21.4 8.9 0.72

2003 7.2 14.8 18.3 18.7 13.5 6.1 0.39
2008 6.3 12.0 13.3 14.6 12.1 5.6 0.32

Slovenia 1996 11.0 26.0 28.0 32.0 27.0 15.0 0.70
2003 9.0 18.0 21.0 21.0 16.0 7.0 0.46
2010 6.6 11.9 12.7 14.1 12.3 5.6 0.32

Spain 2003 9.9 15.3 11.3 8.3 6.0 2.7 0.27
2010 12.7 19.8 16.3 12.1 8.3 3.5 0.36

Sweden 1996 17.8 27.8 24.9 20.7 14.9 6.5 0.56
2003 24.4 31.0 23.9 20.5 15.6 7.3 0.61
2010 20.9 33.3 26.7 21.5 16.3 7.9 0.63

United States 1996 29.7 49.3 32.1 17.7 9.7 3.2 0.71
2003 22.0 43.0 31.0 19.0 10.0 4.0 0.65

 2008 19.8 39.9 28.6 17.1 9.5 3.2 0.59

Incomplete statistics 
Belarus 2009 10.1 20.8 24.5 21.1 15.0 6.1 0.49
Canada†,‡ 2009 15.0 24.8 18.2 12.8 5.7 u 0.41
Croatia§ 2008 2.8 5.9 6.3 6.0 6.0 2.8 0.15
Cuba** 2009 63.9 44.3 u u 10.9 u 1.09
Czech Republic 2009 7.5 13.0 13.3 13.6 12.0 5.9 0.33
Georgia†† 2008 6.3 27.5 u 22.9 u 8.3 0.58
Hong Kong 2009 5.0 10.8 8.4 7.3 6.6 3.5 0.21
Japan 2009 7.1 14.9 13.0 10.5 8.6 3.8 0.29
Kyrgyzstan 2008 6.2 18.0 24.7 24.1 15.8 6.2 0.48
Latvia 2009 10.9 22.7 24.3 23.2 18.7 8.2 0.54


