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Measures and Analysis
Analyses for this study were restricted to women aged 
20–24 so that no respondent was still at risk for marriage 
during adolescence. Participants were asked if they had 
ever been married and, if so, the age at which they had first 
married. Responses were coded according to whether the 
woman had married before age 15, at ages 15–17, at ages 
18–19 or at none of these ages (i.e., not before age 20). The 
last group included both unmarried women and those who 
had married after age 19. In all, 1,679 women aged 20–24 
were interviewed; eight were excluded from analyses be-
cause of incomplete information on marital status or age at 
marriage, resulting in an analytic sample of 1,671 women. 

Ever-married respondents were asked a series of follow-
up questions about the characteristics of the first marriage, 
including whether it had been arranged or had been cho-
sen by the bride and groom; the primary individual(s) 
who had decided on and supported the marriage (if it 
had been arranged); whether the respondent had known 
about the marriage beforehand; whether she had wanted 
to marry at that time; whether she had been made to leave 

imum of 10 years of education, were able to speak local 
languages, were familiar with the study area, and had expe-
rience in previous surveys, especially the Ethiopia Demo-
graphic and Health Survey. They were trained to conduct 
each interview in a private place, out of earshot of other 
household or community members. If the respondent was 
not at home, the interviewer arranged a follow-up visit. The 
interviewer visited the household up to three times to lo-
cate and interview the selected resident; if the individual 
declined to participate or could not be located, no replace-
ment was made. Prior to the interview, informed consent 
was obtained from each respondent (or, if he or she was 
younger than 18, from a parent or guardian). If the respon-
dent was a married underage girl, she was considered an 
emancipated minor and provided informed consent her-
self; however, permission was also obtained from a senior 
adult in the household, usually a parent-in-law, in respect 
of locally appropriate conventions for contacting house-
hold members. The study received ethical approval from 
a local board in Ethiopia and from the institutional review 
board of the sponsor agency.

TABLE 1. Selected characteristics of Ethiopian women aged 20–24, by age at first marriage, 2009–2010

Characteristic Married  
before age 15 
(N=275)

Married at 
ages 15–17 
(N=500)

Married at 
ages 18–19 
(N=432)

Did not marry  
before age 20 
(N=464)

All  
(N=1,671)

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIONS
Residence***
Urban 17.8 28.4 40.7 65.1 40.3
Rural 82.2 71.6 59.3 34.9 59.7

Region***
Tigray 10.2 15.6 14.6 9.1 12.6
Afar 16.0 27.8 17.1 8.8 17.7
Amhara 37.1 8.8 6.5 7.5 12.4
Oromiya 8.4 15.0 23.1 14.7 16.0
Beneshangul-Gumz 20.0 17.8 16.0 5.8 14.3
SNNPR 6.9 10.8 13.0 20.0 13.3
Addis Ababa 1.5 4.2 9.7 34.1 13.6

Religion***
Orthodox Christian 61.3 39.0 50.0 62.0 52.1
Muslim 28.8 48.4 33.3 17.3 32.5
Protestant 8.8 9.6 14.4 19.0 13.3
Other 1.1 3.0 2.3 1.7 2.1

Educational attainment***
None 78.5 65.9 41.3 17.3 47.9
1–8 yrs. 18.9 28.9 40.3 33.7 31.7
9–12 yrs. 2.5 5.2 17.9 44.5 19.1
Attended university 0.0 0.0 0.5 4.5 1.4

Mother’s education***
None 97.0 93.1 90.0 75.9 88.1
Any 3.0 6.9 10.0 24.1 11.9

Father’s education***
None 90.7 88.3 78.9 64.4 79.7
Any 9.3 11.7 21.1 35.6 20.3

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

MEANS
No. of children in natal family 6.5 6.5 6.5 6.2 6.4
No. of daughters in natal family* 3.7 3.6 3.6 3.4 3.6

*p<.05. **p<.01. ***p<.001. Notes: Significance testing assessed differences in percentage distributions or means among women married at different ages. 
Percentages may not total 100.0 because of rounding. SNNPR=Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region.


