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 excluded from the tabulation of frequencies or propor-
tions. Text responses were examined and then manually 
coded for key themes.

RESULTS
In total, 405 (43%) of the surveys were returned: 231 from 
the fi rst mailing and 174 from the second. Of these, 119 
were ineligible—15 because the respondent indicated no 
clinical interaction with incarcerated women, 15 because 

they came from a state that required prior approval for 
its workers to complete a survey and 89 because respon-
dents indicated that they worked at male-only facilities. In 
addition, 64 were marked “returned to sender” and had 
no valid forwarding address. Our analyses therefore were 
based on 286 surveys, or 30% of those mailed. 

Respondents were, on average, 45 years old (range, 
29–75); the majority were female and white, and worked 
in jails (Table 1). In general, this sample comprises a 
group of practitioners committed to correctional health: 
Approximately two-thirds of respondents were certifi ed 
in correctional health, and two-thirds had been caring for 
incarcerated persons for more than 10 years. Fifty-seven 
percent were nurses, and 22% were doctors.

Ninety-seven percent of respondents indicated no 
awareness of any county, state or federal guidelines that 
prohibited them from providing inmates with information 
on abortion. Asked whether women at their facility are 
 allowed to obtain an elective abortion if they request one, 
68% of respondents (95% confi dence interval, 62–73%) 
answered yes. Of these, 44% refer pregnant women to an 
options counselor. Fifty-four percent of respondents who 
said yes reported that they assist women in arranging an 
appointment for an abortion, and the remainder indica-
ted that women must schedule the appointment without 
help from correctional health providers; 88% replied that 
their facility arranges transportation for women seeking an 
 elective abortion. 

We found no statistically signifi cant correlations  between 
a response that abortion was permitted and type of facil-
ity, gender of provider, years in practice, type of provider, 
medical specialty or certifi cation in correctional health. 
These variables also did not correlate to the likelihood of 
providers’ saying that they facilitated abortion by arrang-
ing transportation or other means. 

Our examination of contraceptive service provision 
 revealed that overall, 71% of clinicians counseled  women 
on birth control at some point in their incarceration. Provi-
ders who did so were more likely than those who did 
not to answer that women at their facility could obtain 
an abortion (72% vs. 59%, p=.04). Eighty-four percent of 
clinicians who provided women with birth control,  either 
by dispensing a method or by writing a prescription upon 
women’s release, reported that abortion was allowed, 
compared with 58% of providers who did not dispense or 
prescribe contraceptives (p<.001). Although not statisti-
cally signifi cant, there appeared to be a trend suggesting 
that facilities that allowed women to continue their pre-
incarceration method of contraception were more likely 
to permit abortion than were facilities that did not allow 
contraceptive continuation (74% vs. 65%, p=.12). 

By all of the measures we assessed, abortion appears to be 
more accessible to incarcerated women in states with predom-
inantly Democratic or bipartisan legislatures than in states 
with Republican-controlled legislatures (Table 2). Seventy-
eight percent of respondents from states with  Democratic-
controlled legislatures and 72% of those from states with 

TABLE 1. Percentage distribution of correctional health 
providers participating in a survey on abortion provision, 
by selected characteristics, 2006–2007

Characteristic % 
(N=286) 

Facility type
Jail
State prison
Federal prison
Juvenile center
Other

63 
22 

1 
9 
5 

Gender
Female
Male

73 
27

Race
Black
White
Asian
Native American
Other

8 
85 

3 
1 
4 

Ethnicity
Hispanic
Non-Hispanic

5 
95

Profession
Physician 
Nurse practitioner
Registered nurse
Social worker
Physician assistant
Other

22 
11 
57 
<1 

1 
8 

Specialty
Internal medicine
Family medicine
Obstetrics-gynecology
Pediatrics
Emergency medicine
No response

13 
20 
14 

6 
19 
28

Years practicing correctional health care
<5 
5–10 
>10 

17 
19 
64 

Certifi ed in correctional health
Yes
No

68
32

Region
Northeast
South
Midwest
West

7
30
29
34 

Total 100

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 because of rounding.
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