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 example, 73% of women who were married lived with a 
partner, compared with 25% of unmarried women. The 
majority (75%) of married women were raising children, 
as were 58% of unmarried women; 70% of those living 
with a partner were raising children, compared with 56% 
of those who were not.
�Social and demographic characteristics. The following so-
cial and demographic measures were assessed: age at the 
time of the young adult survey, race and ethnicity (dichoto-
mized as black vs. other), education (completed high school 
or more vs. non–high school graduate) and employment 
(employed vs. not).

Analysis
First, we examined bivariate associations between any in-
timate partner violence victimization or perpetration and 
risk behaviors, pregnancy-related experiences and current 
relationship characteristics. Second, we performed sepa-
rate logistic regressions exploring associations between 
intimate partner violence involvement and risk behaviors, 
pregnancy-related measures and current relationship char-
acteristics; these analyses controlled for age, race or ethnic-
ity, education and employment status. We present adjusted 
and unadjusted odds ratios and 95% confi dence intervals. 
Analyses were conducted using SPSS, version 13.

RESULTS
Descriptive Findings
Respondents’ mean age at the time of the young adult sur-
vey was 23 years; they had been 13–14 years of age when 
they provided information during middle school. Approx-
imately three-quarters of women described themselves as 
black; most others were Latina (Table 1). About a quarter 
(23%) had not graduated from high school; 33% were not 
currently employed, and 46% had full-time jobs. About 
six out of 10 women were raising children, although only 
11% were married and 30% were living with a partner.

One in fi ve women had initiated sexual intercourse by 
eighth grade, and three in fi ve had reported at least one 
type of aggressive behavior during middle school. Six per-
cent of respondents reported no sexual partners by the last 
survey, 22% reported one or two, and the rest said they 
had had three or more. 

The majority of women—72%—reported that they had 
ever been pregnant; 42% of this group had had a fi rst 
pregnancy before age 18, including 14% who reported a 
pregnancy at age 15 or younger. Eight percent were cur-
rently pregnant, and an additional 11% were trying to get 
pregnant; half had given birth. 

Unintended pregnancies were common in this sample: 
Sixty-three percent of respondents reported at least one 
unintended pregnancy, most of which were fi rst pregnan-
cies. More than four in 10 women had had an abortion, 
and nearly a quarter had had multiple abortions. Ten per-
cent of women reported a fertility problem (that is, they 
had tried to get pregnant but not been able to), and 17% 
reported a miscarriage.

TABLE 1.  Percentage of young women in the 2005 –2007 
round of the Reach for Health Longitudinal Study, by 
selected characteristics

Characteristic %
 (N=526)

SOCIAL AND DEMOGRAPHIC 
Race/ethnicity 
Black 75.1
Latina 17.9
Other 7.0
 
Education  
<high school 22.6
High school graduate/GED 42.8
Any postsecondary 34.6
 
Employment 
Unemployed 32.5
Working part-time  21.5
Working full-time  46.0
 
RELATIONSHIP 
Lives with partner 30.2
 
Married 11.4
 
Raising a child 60.1
 
RISK BEHAVIOR 
Early sexual initiation 20.7
 
Middle school aggression  
None 41.8
1 type 24.9
2–5 types 33.3
 
Lifetime no. of sex partners 
0 6.3
1 11.8
2 10.5
3–5 32.1
6–10 21.5
11–20 11.8
≥21  6.1
 
PREGNANCY 
Ever pregnant 71.5
 
Currently pregnant  8.2
 
Currently trying to get pregnant 10.8
 
Ever gave birth 49.6
 
Age at fi rst pregnancy† 
≤15  14.1
16–17  27.9
18–19  30.6
≥20  27.4
 
Unintended pregnancy/pregnancy problems 
Any unintended pregnancy 62.7
Unintended fi rst pregnancy 58.9
Current unintended pregnancy 9.9
Any abortion 44.7
Multiple abortions 22.8
Problem conceiving‡ 9.9
Miscarriage 16.7
 
RECENT INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE§ 
Victimization 28.5

Perpetration 20.7

†Among those who had ever been pregnant. ‡Had tried to get pregnant for 
more than six months but had not been able to. §Past 12 months.




