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shown).* Foreign-born status was more strongly associ-
ated with the sexual behavior of young women than of 
young men. Therefore, we conducted additional chi-
square and ANCOVA tests separately by gender. 

Among women, sexual behavior did not differ between 
those born in the United States and those who had immi-
grated before age six (Table 3); it also did not differ between 
the two foreign-born groups. However, compared with 
women born in the United States, those who had immi-
grated at age six or older had had fewer sexual partners 
(2.0 vs. 3.7); among sexually experienced women, late 
arrivers were less likely to have had oral sex in the past year 
(66% vs. 86%) and less frequently had used drugs in con-
junction with sex (mean score, 1.2 vs. 1.6).

According to ANCOVA testing, the differences in sexual 
behavior between U.S.-born women and those who had 
immigrated at age six or older were not the result of group 
differences in socioeconomic status, ethnicity or age. In fact, 
after we controlled for these background characteristics, the 

associations between having immigrated at age six or older 
and both the mean lifetime number of sexual partners and 
the use of drugs with sex became more highly signifi cant. 

Moreover, after we controlled for background factors, 
some comparisons between sexually experienced U.S.-
born women and women who had immigrated to the 
United States before age six became signifi cant: The for-
mer were more likely than the latter to have engaged in 
vaginal sex (91% vs. 83%) and oral sex (86% vs. 71%) in 
the past year. Thus, foreign birth, regardless of age at 
immigration, seems to be negatively associated with par-
ticipation in risky sexual behaviors among Hispanic 
women. For those who immigrated before age six, this 
association appears to be suppressed by the group’s below-
average socioeconomic status, older age and greater 
ethnic diversity (this group includes a higher proportion of 
Cuban respondents than the other foreign-born group)—all 
factors that are associated with greater involvement in 
 sexual activity. Interestingly, despite differences by nativity 
and age at immigration in the propensity to engage in some 
particularly risky behaviors, such as drug use with sex, we 
see no evidence of signifi cant differences in condom use.

Sexual behaviors did not differ between foreign-born men 
and their U.S.-born counterparts (Table 4). However, a 
smaller proportion of men who had immigrated at age six or 
older than of those who had immigrated earlier reported 
being sexually experienced (79% vs. 93%). Furthermore, 
73% of sexually experienced men who had immigrated at age 
six or older had had oral sex in the past year, compared with 
91% of men who had immigrated before the age of six. 

When we controlled for socioeconomic status, ethnicity 
and age in ANCOVA models, the difference in sexual expe-
rience between men in the two foreign-born groups was no 
longer signifi cant, suggesting that ethnic background may 
be a particularly important part of the explanation for the 
lower level of sexual engagement among men who immi-
grated at older ages. This group included a much higher 
proportion of Nicaraguan respondents than did the other 
groups, and young Nicaraguan men seemed to be less likely 
than men of other backgrounds to have engaged in most of 
the sexual behaviors we examined.† In general, once we 
accounted for background characteristics, immigration at 
an older age was not associated with Hispanic men’s risk of 
engaging in potentially dangerous sexual behavior. One 
exception, however, was that among sexually experienced 
men, those who had immigrated at age six or older remained 
less likely than those who had immigrated earlier to report 
having recently engaged in oral sex. 

*These interactions were statistically signifi cant at the p<.10 level in all 
models except those involving any sexual activity, frequency of drinking 
in conjunction with sex, drinking during last sex and consistent condom 
use (results available upon request).

†Exceptions to this pattern are found (among sexually experienced 
 respondents) for number of recent partners, recent anal sex, frequency 
of drug use during sex and consistent condom use (results available 
upon request). 

TABLE 3. Risky sexual behaviors reported by Hispanic young women aged 18–23, by 
nativity and age at immigration

Behavior All U.S.-born Foreign-born

 Age <6 Age ≥6

ALL YOUNG WOMEN (N=316) (N=177) (N=68) (N=71)
Any sexual activity  81.4 (0.4) 83.8 (0.4) 81.6 (0.4) 74.5 (0.4)
    
Mean no. of sex partners 3.2 (4.7) 3.7 (4.5)*,††† 3.0 (6.4) 2.0 (2.4)
    
No. of partners    
0  20.3 (0.4) 16.7 (0.4) 22.9 (0.4) 27.1 (0.5)
1  22.9 (0.4) 20.6 (0.4) 25.1 (0.4) 26.5 (0.4)
2  13.9 (0.4) 11.0 (0.3) 18.6 (0.4) 17.1 (0.4)
≥3  42.9 (0.5) 51.7 (0.5) 33.5 (0.5) 29.3 (0.5)
    
SEXUALLY EXPERIENCED (N=260) (N=150) (N=56) (N=54)
Sex in past year    
Vaginal 88.9 (0.3) 91.0 (0.3)‡ 82.5 (0.4) 89.8 (0.3)
Anal 9.6 (0.3) 11.2 (0.3) 6.3 (0.3) 8.6 (0.3)
Oral 79.1 (0.4) 86.3 (0.4)*,†,‡ 71.3 (0.5) 66.3 (0.5)
    
Mean no. of partners in past year 1.5 (1.4) 1.5 (1.3) 1.4 (1.5) 1.5 (1.7)
    
No. of partners in past year    
0  5.5 (0.2) 5.3 (0.2) 6.0 (0.2) 5.4 (0.2)
1  68.2 (0.5) 64.3 (0.5) 76.5 (0.4) 70.7 (0.5)
2  16.6 (0.4) 18.7 (0.4) 10.6 (0.3) 17.0 (0.4)
≥3  9.7 (0.3) 11.7 (0.3) 6.9 (0.3) 7.0 (0.3)
    
Mean score of substance use with sex 
in past year (range, 1–5)    
Alcohol 1.8 (0.9) 1.9 (0.8) 1.8 (0.9) 1.7 (0.9)
Drugs 1.5 (0.9) 1.6 (1.0)*,†† 1.5 (0.8) 1.2 (0.8)
    
Substance use at last sex    
Alcohol 6.5 (0.3) 6.3 (0.2) 8.6 (0.3) 4.8 (0.2)
Drugs 5.1 (0.2) 6.0 (0.2) 2.9 (0.2) 4.8 (0.2)
Alcohol or drugs 9.3 (0.3) 10.5 (0.3) 10.4 (0.3) 4.8 (0.2)
    
Always use condoms 6.9 (0.3) 4.7 (0.2) 10.7 (0.3) 9.2 (0.3)
    
Used condoms at last sex 36.7 (0.5) 41.5 (0.5) 30.9 (0.5) 28.8 (0.5)

*In chi-square test, signifi cantly diff erent from those who immigrated at age ≥6 at p<.05. †In analysis of 
covariance, signifi cantly diff erent from those who immigrated at age ≥6 at p<.05. ††In analysis of covariance, 
signifi cantly diff erent from those who immigrated at age ≥6 at p<.01. †††In analysis of covariance, signifi cantly 
diff erent from those who immigrated at age ≥6 at p<.001. ‡In analysis of covariance, signifi cantly diff erent 
from those who immigrated at age <6 at p<.05. Notes: All data are weighted percentages unless otherwise 
noted. Analyses of covariance controlled for ethnicity, socioeconomic status and age. Index of substance use 
with sex in past year was scored so that higher number indicates more frequent substance use.


