
more recent surveys
(73%). However, both
earlier surveys included
women living with part-
ners as “currently mar-
ried,” while the later sur-
veys used the National
Integrated Survey of
Households categoriza-
tion, whereby such
women would be classi-
fied as “never married.”

We expected educa-
tional differences to
emerge among the sur-
veys, given the strides
made in education over
the decade. In 1981–1982,
for example, 66% of the
women had received no
formal education and
only 11% had completed
at least a secondary edu-
cation; by 1993, however,
the percentage with a
secondary education
had more than doubled,
to 25%. The differences
over time probably re-

flect efforts by government and parents to
educate females. (In most Nigerian states,
the government has introduced fines and
other penalties for parents who take their
daughters out of school.)

To approximate the
urban-rural distribution
of the 1990 NDHS sam-
ple, we had applied
weights to the Federal
Office of Statistics sur-
veys; the proportions liv-
ing in urban or rural
areas were similar in
these three surveys, as
expected. The higher
proportion of women liv-
ing in urban areas in the
1981–1982 NFS, howev-
er, is difficult to explain.
We could not compare
regions of the country be-
cause of the increase over
time in the number of
Nigerian states.

Reliability refers to the
likelihood that a given
measurement procedure
will yield the same de-
scription of a given phe-
nomenon if that mea-
surement is repeated. To
ensure that the tool mea-
sured the same family

never published), we could not use cen-
sus data to determine whether the mod-
ule respondents were representative of the
population of the entire country. Although
the most recent census was carried out in
1991, published reports on it are not yet
available. Thus, to assess the representa-
tiveness of the data from the family plan-
ning modules, we relied on comparable
data from the 1981–1982 Nigeria Fertility
Survey (NFS),6 which was administered
as part of the World Fertility Survey pro-
gram, and from the 1990 NDHS.

Table 1 summarizes selected background
characteristics for all women aged 15–49
who were interviewed in the NFS, the
NDHS and the 1992 and 1993 family plan-
ning modules. Overall, only modest differ-
ences emerged among the key background
characteristics. Age distributions among re-
spondents were roughly similar across all
four surveys, although a slightly higher pro-
portion of women in the 1992 and 1993 sur-
veys than in the earlier surveys were older
than age 35. This slight difference could in-
fluence the contraceptive use data, since
older women who have completed their
families may have higher rates of contra-
ceptive use for limiting childbearing.

Comparisons of marital status also show
differences among the surveys. A higher
percentage of women were currently mar-
ried in the 1981–1982 and 1990 surveys
(80% and 78%, respectively) than in the two

planning indicators as the prior surveys,
the 1992 and 1993 surveys used wording
identical to the 1990 NDHS for questions
on current use of family planning and on
the source of the last method: “Are you cur-
rently using any method to avoid getting
pregnant? Which method are you using?
Where did you obtain [method stated as re-
sponse] last time?” (Similar questions were
also asked in the 1981–1982 NFS, but only
of women currently in union.)

There are clear differences between the
1990 NDHS and the Federal Office of Sta-
tistics surveys in the questions that col-
lected information on knowledge of fam-
ily planning, however. These differences
reflect the different aims of the surveys.
The 1990 survey was designed to obtain
information on the level of knowledge of
specific family planning methods,  while
the latter surveys were designed to mon-
itor ongoing strategies for reaching dif-
ferent segments of the population with
family planning messages.

To keep the tool as short as possible, the
respondents initially were asked one ques-
tion on family planning knowledge:
“Have you ever heard about family plan-
ning, the various ways or methods that a
couple can use to delay or avoid a preg-
nancy?” This knowledge question was re-
vised in 1993 to read: “Have you ever
heard of family planning methods? If yes,
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Table 1. Percentage distribution of women aged 15–49, by selected
characteristics, according to survey, Nigeria

Characteristic 1981– 1990 Modules
1982 NFS NDHS

1992 1993

Age*
15–19 21.4 18.4 19.0 19.8
20–24 18.1 19.1 16.3 16.0
25–29 18.1 19.0 16.9 18.4
30–34 15.7 16.1 16.1 15.8
35–39 10.9 10.9 13.2 12.3
40–44 9.7 9.5 10.0 10.5
45–49 6.1 7.1 8.5 7.2

Marital status
Never married 15.8 17.2 21.4 22.3
Married 80.3 78.3 73.0 72.9
Widowed 2.2 2.4 2.3 2.2
Divorced 1.7 2.0 3.3 2.6

Education
None 66.5 57.2 56.2 54.2
Some primary 11.9 9.0 6.8 6.0
Completed primary 10.4 14.8 15.1 15.4
Secondary or higher 11.2 18.9 21.8 24.5

Residence
Urban 29.2 24.9 26.5 24.1
Rural 70.8 75.1 73.5 75.9

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

*Married women younger than age 15 are included in the 15–19 age group. Sources: For
1981–1982 NFS—see reference 6; for 1990 NDHS—see reference 2; and for 1992 and 1993
modules—Federal Office of Statistics, unpublished data from December 1992 and Decem-
ber 1993 Contraceptive Prevalence Surveys, Lagos, Nigeria.

Table 2. Percentage of women aged 15–49 currently using contra-
ceptives, by marital status and type of method, according to survey

Marital status 1981– 1990 Modules
and method 1982 NDHS

1992 1993NFS

All women * (N=8,393) (N=6,468) (N=8,289)
Any method * 7.5 15.9 21.3
Modern method * 3.8 8.7 10.7

In union (N=5,908) (N=6,880) (N=4,988) (N=5,916)
Any method 6.8 6.0 13.6 19.8
Modern method 0.9 3.5 6.5 8.5

Pill 0.5 1.2 3.2 3.9
Condom 0.0 0.4 0.6 0.9
IUD 0.1 0.8 0.8 1.8
Injectable 0.2 0.7 1.5 1.5
Sterilization 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.1
Other 0.0 0.1 0.3 0.3

Traditional method 5.9 2.5 7.1 11.2
Periodic abstinence 5.1 1.4 5.5 8.1
Other 0.8 1.1 1.6 3.1

Not in union (N=1,513) (N=1,480) (N=2,373)
Any method * 15.1 20.4 25.2
Modern method * 4.9 14.4 15.8

Pill * 2.3 9.7 9.1
Condom * 1.4 2.9 4.0
IUD * 0.4 0.1 1.0
Injectable * 0.4 1.1 1.0
Sterilization * 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other * 0.4 0.4 0.7

Traditional method * 10.2 6.0 9.4
Periodic abstinence * 7.5 4.6 7.0
Other * 2.7 1.4 2.4

*In the 1981–1982 Nigeria Fertility Survey, only currently married women were asked ques-
tions about contraception. Thus, no data are available for women not in union.


