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older women generally had a relationship
with a wealthy man. For example, 68% of
15–16-year-olds reported that their partner
was a pupil or apprentice, compared with
only 20% of 20–24-year-olds (not shown). 

Among sexually active young men, 81%
of pupils and only 35% of those out of
school currently had a partner. Of these,
58% and 23%, respectively, reported that
their partner was a pupil; 15% and 23%,
respectively, said she was a small trader,
who made little money. A large propor-
tion of young men’s sexual partners (19%
among pupils and 43% among out-of-
school males) were maids or had no pro-
fession (Table 3).

The focus-group interviews throw light
on young people’s criteria for choosing a
partner. For example, female students had
different requirements, depending on
whether they were concerned about find-
ing a boyfriend or a potential spouse. Re-
garding boyfriends, they stressed the ad-
vantages of going out with a pupil. Above
all, they highlighted the academic bene-
fits, such as his being able to help at school
and with homework; they also observed
that intellectual compatibility enables an
exchange of ideas.

In addition, the female students believed
that because many pupils are sexually in-
experienced, they exert little pressure on
their partners to have intercourse. While
young women appreciate this advantage,
they admitted that if a relationship lasts for
a long period of time, intercourse is likely
to occur eventually. A final advantage of
having an intellectual partner, according
to the female pupils, is his understanding
if a young woman refuses sex.

“If he is intelligent, if he is a student, if
he asks you for intercourse, you can say
‘Today is my fertile day,’ and he will leave
you alone.”—Female pupil

“If a girl runs after you and you don’t
have sex with her, everybody will laugh
at you. She makes your name public in
town—that you are not a real boy, that you
are impotent.”—Male pupil

If a young women seeks material support
from a rich man, she is aware that in visit-
ing him and explaining her problem, she
has implicitly agreed to have sex with him.

“He does with her whatever he wants.
Afterward, he gives her the money.”—Fe-
male pupil

From the young men’s perspective, it is
normal to expect to have sex after giving
a young woman money or a gift, because
otherwise, the money has been wasted.
Focus-group participants of both sexes de-
scribed such exchanges of money or gifts
as normal nowadays.

In promising future marriage, a young
man might argue that having sex is the
first step toward a serious engagement.
But young women are afraid that their
partner will not keep his promise and only
use the argument to persuade them to par-
ticipate in a sexual encounter.

Sexual Partners
Most sexually active female respondents
(90% of pupils and 87% of those not in
school) reported having a partner at the
time of the survey. Among these young
women, 51% of pupils and 35% of those
out of school said their partner was a
pupil; 2% and 4%, respectively, said he
was an apprentice. Another 38% and 54%,
respectively, said they had a partner with
a monetary income, and the remainder
gave other responses (Table 3).

The majority of relationships were
among youths (e.g., pupil with pupil, ap-
prentice with apprentice, apprentice with
pupil). Younger women tended to have a
partner of their own social group, while

A wealthy partner, on the other hand,
“will inevitably insist on sexual inter-
course”; this is the core part of the rela-
tionship with him. However, in the event
of pregnancy, a wealthy partner is able to
take care of the young woman and her
child; a pupil, on the other hand, will be
neither willing nor able to take economic
responsibility or to marry the young
woman. Thus, some young women pre-
fer older partners, and their reasoning is
supported by parental advice: Parents
warn their daughters never to bear a poor
boy’s child. In addition, female respon-
dents approved of the exchange of sex for
money, especially if a young woman
needs support for daily life.

Disagreement arose in the discussion
about marrying while in school or during
apprenticeship. Some young women
would prefer to finish their education first,
but others would welcome a marriage
offer, especially if they would be allowed
to continue their education.

According to school regulations in
Guinea, a pregnant young woman must
be expelled, unless she is married, but is
allowed to return after delivery. Thus,
marriage is a protection against compul-
sory expulsion. The search for a marriage
partner thus may be a strategy for mini-
mizing risk.

A young woman who does not go to
school—especially one working in the in-
formal sector—is expected by her family
to marry early, in order to reduce the cost
of feeding and clothing her. “She has eaten
enough rice” was a typical parental state-
ment noted by young people. Female re-
spondents felt highly pressured to obtain
a marriage partner.

Table 2. Selected indicators of sexual activity among sexually active respondents, by gender,
age and school status

Indicator Men (N=1,581) Women (N=761)

All 15–19 20–24 All 15–19 20–24

In Out of In Out of In Out of In Out of
school school school school school school school school

Mean age at 
1st intercourse 15.6 14.0 14.0 17.0* 16.2* 16.3 15.8* 15.0* 17.8* 16.9*

Mean lifetime 
no. of partners 4.0 4.0* 3.2* 4.5 4.4 2.1 1.6* 2.1* 2.1* 2.7*

Mean coital 
frequency 
in previous month 1.5 1.9* 0.7* 1.7* 0.8* 1.3 1.0* 1.3* 1.1* 1.6*

Mean age difference 
of current 
partner (yrs.) –3.9 –2.1 –2.3 –3.9* –4.6* 5.5 3.1* 4.6* 6.1 6.6

% ever pregnant† 8 5 4 16 13 25 21 17 46 39

*Differences among pairs in and out of school are statistically significant at p≤.01; all differences between males and females are sta-
tistically significant. †For young men, the percentage who ever caused a pregnancy.

Table 3. Percentage distribution of respon-
dents who had a partner at the time of the sur-
vey, by partner’s occupation, according to re-
spondent’s school status

Occupation In school Out of 
school

Female respondent’s 
partner (N=266) (N=402)
Pupil 50.7 34.7
Businessman 18.1 22.8
Craftsman 1.1 10.7
Driver 8.3 8.4
Soldier/policeman 6.0 4.4
Teacher 4.9 7.2
Apprentice 1.5 4.3
Other 9.4 7.5

Male respondent’s 
partner (N=842) (N=192)
Pupil 58.3 23.0
Trader 14.6 23.0
Maid 16.8 32.9
Apprentice 7.9 10.9
No profession 2.4 10.2

Total 100.0 100.0


