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ning than in fertility desires, as shown by
the larger values of the index of dissimi-
larity for contraceptive intentions.

In the Dominican Republic, 63% of hus-
bands and of wives reported contraceptive
use, and both partners reported use in 60%
of couples (Table 3). While 31% of wives
and 38% of husbands in Zambia reported
practicing contraception, both spouses re-
ported doing so in only 23% of couples. In
Bangladesh, 55% of wives and 59% of hus-
bands reported contraceptive use, and
both partners did so in 52% of couples.

In each survey, the proportion of wives
wanting to limit or to space births and in-
tending to practice contraception within
12 months is higher than that of husbands.
The proportion of couples in which both
partners want to limit or to space births
and plan to use contraceptives soon is ap-
proximately one-half the level of the esti-

agreement and values above .75 represent
excellent agreement beyond chance.12

Results
Overall, there are only small differences in
the distribution of men’s and women’s re-
sponses regarding desire for more children
(Table 2, upper panel). The percentage dis-
tributions for husbands and wives are clos-
est in Bangladesh and most dissimilar in
Zambia. There is a 39% higher demand for
limiting childbearing among wives in
Zambia than among husbands (29% vs.
21%). Husbands are also more likely than
wives to want another birth soon; this is
also the case in the Dominican Republic.

Even though the sample includes spous-
es in monogamous, married couples, the
numbers of husbands and wives that form
the basis for the distributions of respons-
es regarding intention to practice contra-
ception in the future are not the same
(Table 2, lower panel). This is because the
number of reported contraceptive users is
different for each gender. In all three sur-
veys, the intention to use contraceptives
in the coming year is considerably higher
among wives than among husbands.
Many husbands also intend to use, but
later. While the proportions of husbands
and wives who do not intend to use are
similar in both Zambia and Bangladesh,
the proportion of wives who do not intend
to practice contraception is higher than
that of husbands by more than one-third
in the Dominican Republic. Overall, there
are greater differences between wives and
husbands in intentions to use family plan-

mate based on the wives’ reports alone in
Bangladesh and the Dominican Republic
and one-third the level in Zambia. 

Disagreement on contraceptive use (the
proportion of couples in which only one
spouse reports use) is lowest in the Do-
minican Republic (8%) and highest in Zam-
bia (23%, Table 4, page 176). Among couples
in which the husband alone reports contra-
ceptive use, the wife says she intends to use
contraceptives within the next 12 months
about one-half of the time in Bangladesh and
Zambia and one-third of the time in the Do-
minican Republic. In contrast, when only the
wife reports contraceptive use, roughly one-
quarter to one-third of the husbands report
an intention to use within 12 months. 

Kappa statistics for spouses’ reported
practice of contraception produce values
of .78 for the Dominican Republic, .48 for
Zambia and .76 for Bangladesh. Among
nonusers, the kappa values for intention
to use contraceptives are moderate to low
in all three countries (.47, .45 and .38, re-
spectively). When kappa was calculated
for polygamous couples in Zambia, the
agreement for both response variables for
the matched husbands and wives was
poor (below .25 in both cases).

The proportion of couples not practic-
ing contraception differs in the three coun-
tries. For ease of comparison, therefore,
Figure 2 (page 176) shows the percentage
distribution of couples in which one or
both say they are not using contraceptives,
by their desire to space or to limit births
and their intention to use contraceptives.
After this standardization, we can see that
differences among the countries are rela-
tively minor. In particular, distributions
for Bangladesh and the Dominican Re-
public are similar; the index of dissimi-
larity is 8.7 (not shown). In contrast, the
index for the comparison of the Domini-
can Republic and Zambia is 15.3, while the
comparison of Zambia and Bangladesh

Table 2. Percentage distribution of wives and husbands, by reported desire for more children,
and within monogamous couples, percentage distribution of wives and husbands not prac-
ticing contraception, by intention to use contraceptives, and index of dissimilarity, all according
to country

Measure Bangladesh Dominican Republic Zambia

Wives Husbands Wives Husbands Wives Husbands

Desire for children 3,037 3,037 768 768 683 683
Want in less than two years 12.2 11.9 11.4 14.7 27.1 31.1
Want, but after two years 20.8 20.5 17.9 17.4 35.6 37.9
Unsure of timing/undecided

about desires 4.1 6.3 1.1 4.4 5.1 6.3
Want no more 50.5 49.8 20.8 17.3 28.7 20.7
Declared infecund 12.4 11.5 48.8 46.1 3.6 3.9
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Index of dissimilarity* 2.2 6.6 7.6

Intention† 1,361 1,170 196 188 474 416
Intend to use within 

12 months 45.8 41.7 49.0 41.3 55.1 36.2
Intend to use later 21.2 21.8 13.3 27.2 12.3 24.9
Unsure 6.5 6.7 5.9 9.1 6.1 9.4
Do not intend to use 26.6 29.8 31.8 22.5 26.5 29.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Index of dissimilarity* 4.2 17.0 18.9

*The proportion of responses that would have to be changed within the distribution for one sex or the other in order for the two distrib-
utions to be identical. †Couples reporting other partners are excluded. Note: Totals may not add to 100 due to rounding.

Table 3. Percentage distribution of husbands and wives within couples and of couples, by fe-
cundity status and contraceptive use status, all according to country

Status Bangladesh Dominican Republic Zambia

Wives Husbands Both Wives Husbands Both Wives Husbands Both

Infecund 9.5 9.5 9.5 13.4 13.4 13.4 4.9 4.9 4.9
Fecund, using 

contraceptives 54.6 58.8 51.5 63.2 63.3 59.5 30.9 37.6 22.9
Fecund, not using 

contraceptives 35.8 31.6 38.9 23.3 23.2 27.0 64.2 57.5 72.2
Desire to limit/space 

births and intend to 
use within 12 mos. 18.1 13.2 8.8 11.2 8.2 5.7 27.0 15.6 7.8

Other* 17.7 18.4 30.1 12.1 15.0 21.3 37.2 41.9 64.4
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

*Includes those who do not plan to space or limit births and those who plan to space or limit births but do not intend to practice con-
traception within 12 months. Note: Totals may not add  to 100 due to rounding.


