
31Volume 27, Number 1, January/February 1995

were significantly less likely to have grad-
uated from high school, to speak English
at home, or to have lived in the United
States for more than 10 years (chi-square
analysis, p <.0001). (About 65% of His-
panics identified themselves as Puerto
Rican, 22% as Dominican, and 12% as from
other Central and South American coun-
tries. In addition, 23% of blacks indicated
they were from the Caribbean or other
areas outside the United States.) Howev-
er, Hispanics were significantly more like-
ly than blacks to be married (p<.0001) and
to have children under age 18 (p <.002).
Participants’ mean age by race and gen-
der categories (not shown) ranged from
27 to 31, but there were no significant dif-
ferences in age at the time of the interview
(t-test, p=.462).

About half (54%) of the study sample
was diagnosed with an STD during their
visit, while the remainder were seen for
genitourinary complaints, follow-up
treatment of a previous STD, counseling
or screening. Black men were signifi-
cantly more likely than Hispanic men to
report having had a previous STD (67%
compared with 58%), although there was
little difference in rates between black
and Hispanic women (50% and 53%, re-
spectively). Overall, about half of the
sample said they had previously been to
an STD clinic; this proportion was high-
est among black men (59%), and lowest
among Hispanic women (44%). The vast
majority of blacks had ever used con-
doms (95% of men and 91% of women),
with 61% of blacks saying they were cur-
rently using condoms “sometimes” or
“often.” Among Hispanics, in contrast,
82% of men and 75% of women had ever
used condoms, and 54% of men and 39%
of women said they were currently doing
so “sometimes” or “often.”

Women overall were more likely than
men to say they currently had a main part-
ner (88% versus 72%, p<.0001); similarly,
blacks were slightly more likely than His-
panics to report they had a current main
partner (79% versus 77%, nonsignificant
difference). Compared with women, men
were a little more than twice as likely to
have had two or more sexual partners in
the month before the interview (39% ver-
sus 15%, p<.0001). While this percentage
did not vary by race among women, pro-
portionately more black men than His-
panic men reported multiple partners
(43% versus 31%, p<.01).

When participants were asked if they
have sex with men, women or both, over
95% responded that they were exclusive-
ly heterosexual (not shown). While the

won’t have sex if I don’t have a condom”
(Chronbach’s reliability coefficient = 0.59).

We performed logistic regression analy-
ses on psychosocial measures using di-
chotomized scales derived from respon-
dents’ scores to maximize the number of
participants in each category. In addition
to examining the influence of background,
risk and psychosocial factors on predic-
tors of condom acquisition for the whole
sample, we conducted a logistic regression
analysis using a subsample of women
only. We excluded men from this analysis
because they rarely attended family plan-
ning clinics and also knew little about their
partners’ use of contraceptive methods
other than the condom. After controlling
for age, we assessed whether any of the
following contraceptive factors were as-
sociated with the likelihood that a woman
would redeem her coupon—prior use of
a family planning clinic, use of a method
other than the condom, and experience
with using a condom in conjunction with
another contraceptive method.

Results
Table 1 presents some social and demo-
graphic characteristics of the sample of
691. Compared with blacks, Hispanics

clinic does not provide services to a large
gay community, this proportion may un-
derrepresent the extent of homosexual en-
counters in this population, especially
among those who are bisexual.

Overall, 41% of women and 8% of men
reported that they had ever visited a fam-
ily planning clinic. Hispanics were less
likely than blacks to have made such a
visit (32% of Hispanic women and 1% of
men, versus 47% of black women and 12%
of men). Although almost all the women
were of reproductive age (90% were be-
tween ages 18 and 44), 43% said they usu-
ally used no contraceptive method, con-
doms included.

About 22% of participants redeemed the
coupons they obtained at the clinic (not
shown). Hispanic men were most likely
to redeem their coupons (29%), followed
by Hispanic women (23%), black men
(21%) and black women (15%). As shown
in Table 2, age and level of acculturation
were associated with condom acquisition,
but ethnicity, education and gender were
not. Older participants were more likely
to redeem their coupons, as were those
who were less acculturated.

The behavioral risk factors that were
positively associated with condom ac-
quisition included currently having a
main sexual partner and having had more
than one sexual partner in the last month.
Ever having had an STD was negatively
associated with the probability that clients
would redeem their coupons. However,
self-reported frequency of condom use
and having previously been to an STD
clinic were not significant predictors of
coupon redemption.

Participants’ perceived risk of their
chances of acquiring HIV and other STDs
was the strongest psychosocial predictor
of condom acquisition: Those who be-
lieved they were at higher risk were more
likely to redeem their coupons. Holding
positive attitudes toward condoms was
also positively associated with their ac-
quisition. However, neither knowledge
nor self-efficacy were significant predic-
tors of coupon redemption.

When we entered all of these significant
predictors into a comprehensive analysis,
more positive condom attitudes and an
STD history dropped out as predictors in
the full model, suggesting that their influ-
ence may be a function of the other factors. 

In the subsample of women only, hav-
ing ever made a family planning clinic
visit did not significantly predict that
women would redeem their condom
coupons (not shown); however, women
who cashed in their coupons were more

Table 2. Results of logistic regression analyses
showing which variables predict whether STD
clinic patients will redeem a coupon for condoms

Variable Coef. Z value

Background factors
Gender 0.082 1.77
Ethnicity –0.002 0.31
Age 0.144 3.07*
Education –0.042 0.87
Acculturation –0.207 3.81*
Chi-square goodness of fit = 102.4 (p<.0001)

Risk factors
Has main partner 0.306 6.57*
Had multiple partners

in last month 0.228 5.34*
Uses condoms sometimes

or often 0.072 1.69
STD history –0.152 3.15*
Ever made STD clinic visit –0.480 1.00
Chi-square goodness of fit = 160.0 (p<.0001)

Knowledge and psychosocial factors
Knowledge of STDs 

and condoms –0.004 0.68
HIV/STD risk perception 0.350 6.54*
Intention to use condoms 0.124 1.90
Condom attitudes 0.156 2.78*
Condom efficacy 0.013 0.20
Chi-square goodness of fit = 119.2 (p<.0001)

Significant predictors only
Age 0.179 3.50
Acculturation –0.213 4.28
Has main partner 0.158 2.90
Had multiple partners

in last month 0.167 3.26
HIV/STD risk perception 0.224 3.50
Chi-square goodness of fit = 165.1 (p<.0001)

*Significant at p<.01.


