
included measures of childbearing pat-
terns, such as the number of pregnancies
that the couple had experienced (with
each other) by the date of the interview,
the number of children that the couple had
(including stepchildren and adopted chil-
dren),† and a composite measure of
whether or not the last pregnancy was in-
tended, coupled with contraceptive use
status and method choice at the time. We
divided intention status of last pregnan-
cy into five categories: intended; unin-
tended and a female method‡ was used;
unintended and a male method§ was
used; unintended and no method was
used; and no pregnancy in this marriage.

Based on the literature, we expected
that couples who had had a contraceptive
failure would be the most likely to seek

three or more years older than her hus-
band or whether the husband was three
or more years older than his wife.*

Contraceptive and fertility experience

sterilization. We further hypothesized that
if a female method was being used at the
time of the last pregnancy, then the cou-
ple would be more likely to choose female
sterilization, but that if a male method was
being used, then the couple would be
more likely to choose vasectomy. We also
anticipated that higher parity and longer
marriage duration would increase the like-
lihood of vasectomy.

Analysis
In the first-stage analyses, we used logis-
tic regression to examine the effect of in-
dividuals’ characteristics and partners’ rel-
ative characteristics on the decision to
choose contraceptive sterilization over all
other contraceptive methods or no con-
traceptive method. The beta coefficients
obtained from the logistic regression equa-
tion represented reductions or increases
in the log odds of the conditional proba-
bility of choosing sterilization, relative to
the reference category. We obtained met-
ric odds for coefficients by taking the ex-
ponential of the coefficient (Expb).20

In the second-stage analyses, we used
multinomial logistic regression to examine
the factors associated with the likelihood
of choosing male sterilization over female
sterilization. The multinomial logit model
is a direct extension of the dichotomous lo-
gistic regression model. The equations ex-
press the log of the odds of one outcome
versus another as a linear function of a set
of explanatory variables. In this model, re-
gression coefficients were obtained for
three contrasting situations. The coefficients
in the first two situations represented the
change in the log odds of choosing vasec-
tomy over all other methods and the
change in the log odds of choosing female
sterilization over all other methods that
could be attributed to a unit or category
change in a predictor variable. The coeffi-
cients in the third situation represented the
change in the log odds of choosing male
sterilization vs. female sterilization that was
associated with a unit change in a predic-
tor variable or with being in a given cate-
gory of the predictor variable relative to
being in the reference category. Only the
last of these contrasts is presented in this
article. The binomial logistic regression
models were estimated using SPSS; the
multinomial equations were estimated
with the software program LIMDEP.

Findings
The sample of respondents was relatively
young, with a mean age of 32.1 years. Thus,
the results reported here reflect the choice
of vasectomy by relatively young people.
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*We considered other age contrasts, such as spouses being
five or more years older than their partner, but prelimi-
nary analyses showed no difference between the three-
year increment and the five-year increment.

†Even though the two fertility measures—the total num-
ber of children and the couple’s number of pregnancies—
were highly correlated, there were two reasons to include
both. First, a substantial proportion of the men had ei-
ther more (18%) or fewer (17%) children than the num-
ber of pregnancies that they and their current wife had
experienced. Second, these two measures tapped dif-
ferent aspects of fertility behavior and expectations.

‡Female methods included the pill, the IUD, the di-
aphragm, the sponge and spermicides.

§Male methods included the condom and other meth-
ods that require male cooperation, such as withdrawal
and the rhythm method.

Table 1. Percentage distribution of currently married 20–39-year-old U.S. men, by characteris-
tics, National Survey of Men, 1991

Characteristic Unweighted N Weighted % Characteristic Unweighted N Weighted %

TOTAL 1,671 100.0

HUSBAND’S CHARACTERISTICS
Age
20–24 131 8.3
25–29 342 22.0
30–34 554 33.6
35–39 644 36.2

Race
White 992 78.5
Black 501 8.9
Other 177 12.6

Education
<high school 158 9.9
High school 640 43.9
>high school 873 46.2

Religion
Protestant 1,046 53.2
Catholic 404 32.6
Other 68 3.8
None 153 10.4

Region of residence
Northeast 247 20.8
South 754 28.6
Midwest 413 30.0
West 257 20.6

WIFE’S CHARACTERISTICS
Age
20–24 221 14.7
25–29 446 25.5
30–34 549 33.1
≥35 455 26.7

Race
White 1,007 78.2
Black 476 8.6
Other 188 13.1

Education
<high school 162 9.8
High school 660 43.3
>high school 849 46.9

Religion
Protestant 1,063 54.1
Catholic 411 33.0
Other 88 5.5
None 109 7.3

TOTAL 1,671 100.0

SPOUSES’ RELATIVE CHARACTERISTICS
Age
Same age* 884 56.2
Wife older† 184 10.9
Husband older† 585 32.9

Race
Same race 1,534 91.5
Different races 137 8.5

Previous marriage
Neither 1,237 75.5
Husband only 152 8.3
Wife only 176 10.4
Both 106 5.8

Education
Same level 1,030 61.8
Wife more 307 19.8
Husband more 328 18.4

Religion
Same religion 1,309 76.9
Different religions 345 23.1

COUPLE CHARACTERISTICS
Duration of marriage
≤3 years 560 31.8
4–7 years 413 23.6
8–11 years 322 20.4
≥12 years 376 24.2

No. of pregnancies
0–1 746 44.0
2 496 29.9
≥3 429 26.2

No. of children
0–1 650 42.1
2 546 31.5
≥3 475 26.4

Status of last pregnancy
Intended 799 53.8
Unintended, female
method used 118 5.5

Unintended, male
method used 74 4.0

Unintended, no
method used 291 15.4

No pregnancy
in this marriage 364 21.3

*Within three years. †By three or more years.


