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Results
Background Characteristics
Overall, the men in the sample were equal-
ly divided among urban and rural resi-
dents, and among residents of the four dis-
tricts (Table 1). The majority had at least a
secondary education and were from lower
castes; about one in 10 were younger than
20. The median age at marriage was 26, but
urban men, residents of Cuttack and high-
er-caste men had married later than oth-
ers (not shown); as a result, single men out-
numbered married men. Married men
were older than single men and had had
less education. Twenty percent of married
men had no education, compared with 4%
of single men; 17% and 54%, respectively,
had a postsecondary education.

Two-fifths of married men (39%) re-
ported that they had not had sex in the last
week, and 53% of these had abstained
from sex for at least a month. The average
frequency of intercourse, including those
who had not had sex in the last week, was
1.9 times per week, or 7.7 times per month.
Among those reporting sexual activity in
the last week, 20% had had intercourse
once, 30% twice, 20% three times and de-
creasing proportions more often. Fre-
quency of sex was inversely related to age
and marital duration.

Half of respondents did not want more
children, and 47% of married couples
were currently using some method of fam-
ily planning. About three in 10 current
users relied on traditional methods (with-

The need for condoms was also calcu-
lated differently for men having sex with-
in and outside marriage. A married man
was categorized as needing contraception
if he wanted to avoid future births or
delay the next birth by at least two years,
his wife was not pregnant and she had not
given birth within the last year. To esti-
mate the need specifically for condoms,
we applied the proportion of all contra-
ceptive users who rely on condoms to all
men in need; we considered men in need
who did not use any method of contra-
ception to have an unmet need. For sim-
plicity, we generally employed a conven-
tional measure in which users of
traditional methods are not deemed to be
in need of contraception.

For nonmarital sex, need was calculat-
ed under the assumption that condoms
should be used during all acts of sexual
intercourse outside marriage, irrespective
of whether the intent is to prevent STDs
or pregnancy. We estimated unmet need
for condoms for nonmarital sex from the
proportion of last sexual encounters that
did not involve use of a condom.

We derived the population levels of con-
doms used and needed by men aged 18–35
in the four districts of Orissa by applying
the age-specific estimates of the average
number of condoms per man to the 1998
population. This population was estimat-
ed from the 1991 census, projected for
seven years on the basis of the 1981–1991
intercensal growth for each age-group.

drawal, abstinence, rhythm or other meth-
ods), and the rest on modern methods
(Table 2). Among the latter, female steril-
ization predominated (representing 40%
of all use), and condoms held third place
(6% overall). Traditional methods ac-
counted for 60% of use among men inter-
ested in delaying the birth of the next
child, but for only 20% of use among those
wanting no more children. Condoms were
the current method for 9% of spacers and
5% of limiters. Sixty percent of men who
relied on condoms said that they used the
method every time they had intercourse
(not shown). Of the 12 men who were not
consistent users, 10 said that they did not
use condoms during the safe period, and
six said that they used condoms when
their wife was menstruating (some men
gave more than one response).

Condom Use and Need Within Marriage
Condoms are used for 3% of sexual en-
counters within marriage; their use is
more common among couples who wish
to limit childbearing (4%) than among
those who want to space births (2%). Table
3 presents data on the actual use of and
need for condoms within marriage, as
well as the components of these measures.
Because the numbers of current users in
the younger age-groups are small, the cal-
culations are based on overall proportions
of condom users, rather than age-specif-
ic estimates.

The average number of condoms used

Table 3. Measures of average condom use and the need for condoms within marriage, and components of those measures, by men’s re ason
for using and age

Measure Spacing Limiting

All 20�24 25�29 30�35 All 20�24 25�29 30�35
(N=1,032) (N=70) (N=330) (N=632) (N=1,032) (N=70) (N=330) (N=632)

Condom use per average man
% who want more children* 50.3 91.5 67.2 36.8 na na na na
% who want no more children na na na na 49.7 8.5 32.8 63.2
% of couples using condoms 2.3 2.3 2.3 2.3 3.5 3.5� 3.5 3.5
Monthly coital frequency 9.1 12.5 9.8 7.6 6.3 9.3� 7.5 6.0
Annual avg. no. of condoms used per man 1.3 3.1 1.8 0.8 1.3 0.3� 1.0 1.6

Need per average man
% who want more children* 50.3 91.5 67.2 36.8 na na na na
% who want no more children na na na na 49.7 8.5 32.8 63.2
% whose wives are not pregnant 87.3 72.3 87.9 90.9 87.4 57.1� 76.5 90.8
% whose wives did not give birth in last year 76.0 74.5 76.9 75.5 79.5 64.1� 60.8 83.9
% wanting to wait ≥2 years� 32.2 34.5 32.1 31.9 na na na na
% in need for contraception§ 10.7 17.0� 14.6 8.1 34.5 3.1� 15.3 48.1
Condom as % of all methods 9.3 9.3 9.3 9.3 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
Monthly coital frequency� 10.4 17.4 11.6 7.8 7.0 9.5� 8.4 6.7
Total condoms needed** 1.2 3.3� 1.9 0.7 1.4 0.2� 0.8 1.9

Unmet need per average man
% with need unmet 38.2 45.5� 45.8 29.4 19.3 66.7� 26.0 17.8
Annual unmet need for condoms per man 0.5 1.5� 0.9 0.2 0.3 0.1� 0.2 0.3

*Includes men who are undecided. �Estimate is based on fewer than 25 respondents. �Based on men with nonpregnant wives and no children younger than one year. §A man is deÞned as needing con-
traception for spacing if he wants more children, his wife is not currently pregnant, he has no children younger than one (a proxy for wife�s fecundity status) and he wants to wait for at least two years be-
fore having the next child. A man is deÞned as needing contraception for limiting if he wants no more children, his wife is not currently pregnant and he has no children younger than one. **Calculated as
the product of the proportion in need, the proportion of current users of modern methods who use condoms and the monthly coital frequency times 12. Note: na=not applicable.




