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proportions among 25–34-year-olds and women aged 35
or older were 21% and 14%, respectively.*

Methods of Abortion
•Knowledge. When all 2,400 women were asked which
methods of abortion they knew about, 53% were familiar
with surgical abortion (usually dilatation and curettage),
40% cited douches, 16% mentioned using plant stems and
15%, herbal teas. Another 15% cited modern, self-admin-
istered medications, whose deliberate overdose to achieve
abortion can endanger women’s health; these medicines
included the malaria tablet nivaquine, aspirin and hormonal
formulations (such as crinex and synergon). Five percent
of women also asserted that drinking an excessive amount
of cola with sugar could bring on an abortion. Last, 28%
of women specified knowing of still other methods of abor-
tion; these included vaginally inserting laundry detergent,
bicarbonate, bleach or ground glass (which women also
mentioned could be gulped down in a powder), and drink-
ing an excessive amount of alcohol (i.e., wine or the local-
ly made liquor known as koutoukou) with added sugar, or

(30% vs. 15% for use of any method and 11% vs. 6% for
use of a modern method). This finding is consistent with
those from other studies conducted in Ghana, Kenya, Sene-
gal and the Sudan.16

Contraceptive use was also associated with religion, mar-
ital status and occupation. For example, Christian women
were twice as likely as Muslim women to currently use a
modern method (16% vs. 8%), and unmarried women were
twice as likely as married women to do so (18% vs. 9%).
Finally, students were more likely than housewives or work-
ing women to be using a modern method (27% vs. 8–17%).
There was no difference, however, in the proportions prac-
ticing contraception by age.

Abortion Prevalence
Despite abortion’s illegality in Côte d’Ivoire, women none-
theless resort to it frequently to resolve unwanted preg-
nancies. Thirty-four percent of all women surveyed had ever
had an induced abortion.

Reliance on abortion varied significantly by women’s so-
cial and demographic characteristics. For example, the pro-
portion who had had an abortion rose with education (from
18% of uneducated women to 36% of women who had
gone to primary school and 51% of those who had attended
secondary school). Nineteen percent of women who had
had an abortion cited their desire to pursue their educa-
tion as the reason for doing so (not shown); other studies
conducted in Sub-Saharan Africa have similarly found that
young women consider pregnancy and childrearing ex-
penses to be incompatible with schooling.17 Some of the
other reasons Ivorian women gave for why they resorted
to abortion (they could cite more than one) were that they
feared their parents’ reaction (19%), that they had economic
problems (15%), that their partner demanded they do so
(12%), that they wanted to space births or limit them al-
together (12%), that they were unmarried (11%) and that
their partner said he would not recognize a child (10%).

The abortion rate was higher among unmarried than mar-
ried women (42% vs. 30%), an unsurprising finding given
that pregnancy and childbearing outside of marriage is so-
cially unacceptable in Ivorian society.18 Finally, Christian
women were more likely than Muslim women to have ever
had an abortion (47% vs. 14%).

Overall, 39% of the sampled women who had ever been
pregnant had had an abortion; 21% had had one, and 18%
had had more than one (not shown). Eight percent of the
whole sample had terminated all of their pregnancies
through induced abortion; the proportions who had re-
sorted to abortion for every pregnancy were 10% for women
who had been pregnant twice, 4% for those who had been
pregnant three times and 3% for those who had been preg-
nant four times.

Younger women were more likely than older women  to
have ever terminated a pregnancy and to have done so at
a young age. For example, among women who had ever
been pregnant, 32% of those younger than 25 had had an
abortion at age 20 or younger, whereas the corresponding

TABLE 2. Percentage distribution of women in each fertility regulation subgroup, by
selected characteristics

Characteristic No fertility Contraception Contraception Abortion
regulation alone and abortion alone
(N=646) (N=949) (N=729) (N=76)

No. of pregnancies
0 22.9 19.7 na na
1 24.1 26.3 11.9 13.2
2–3 27.7 28.8 40.6 40.8
4–5 14.1 14.8 27.8 22.4
6–7 6.3 6.2 11.8 10.5
≥8 4.8 4.2 7.8 13.2

Age
<25 60.7 53.3 42.0 51.3
25–34 28.8 36.2 46.6 36.8
≥35 10.5 10.4 11.4 11.8

Education
None 70.3 32.6 17.1 55.3
Primary 22.8 35.5 35.0 27.6
≥secondary 7.0 31.9 47.9 17.1

Religion
Christian 20.7 41.5 58.6 42.1
Muslim 61.5 36.2 14.0 19.7
Other 17.8 22.2 27.4 38.2

Marital status
Unmarried† 20.1 31.9 39.1 35.5
Married 79.9 68.1 60.9 64.5

Occupation
Trader 51.7 46.5 39.2 61.8
Student 3.7 9.2 7.7 3.9
Office worker 2.9 5.9 14.0 3.9
Housewife 36.1 25.6 21.3 22.4
Artisan 5.6 12.9 17.8 7.9

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

†Includes women who never married and those who were separated, widowed  or divorced. Note: na=not 
applicable.

*For more detailed information on the changes in abortion practice over

time, see: Guillaume A and Desgrées du Loû A, 2002, reference 25.


