
Black women were most likely to be un-
married, and Spanish-speaking Hispan-
ic women were most likely to be current-
ly married. Black women were also more

arated, divorced or widowed, and 34%
had never been married. While 15% had
no steady partner, 46% had been with their
current partner for at least three years. 

likely than whites and Spanish-speaking
women to have no steady partner, and
Spanish-speaking women were more like-
ly than others to have been with their part-
ner for three years or more.

Almost half of respondents (48%) had
intercourse frequently (two or more times
per week) during the preceding three
months, 29% had sex moderately often
(once per week or a few times per month)
and 20% had sex infrequently (once per
month or less).* Frequency of intercourse
was highest among cohabiting or married
women, with 68% and 58%, respectively,
reporting that they had sex at least twice
a week (not shown). Half (51%) of those
who were divorced, separated or wid-
owed had sex once a month or less, as did
one-third of never-married women.

Childbearing Variables
Seventy-two percent of respondents had
been pregnant at least once, ranging from
67% of whites to 90% of Spanish-speaking
women† (not shown). While 66% had had
at least one child, most had had only one
(31%) or two (22%).

Fifty-nine percent wanted to have a child
at some future time, even though none
were currently trying to become pregnant.
Fifty percent of those who wanted to have
a child in the future had no children, 33%
had one child, 12% had two children and
5% had three or more (not shown).

Overall, 32% of women said they did
not want to have children in the future. Al-
most two-thirds of these women already
had two (34%) or more (28%) children,
while 28% wanted to stop childbearing
after one child and 11% planned to remain
childless (not shown). Whites were most
likely to have had no children and least
likely to have had three or more. White
women and English-speaking Hispanics
were more likely than were other women
to want additional children.

Almost all respondents (99%) gave at
least one response to an open-ended ques-
tion asking why they did not want to be-
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Table 1. Percentage distribution of low-income women aged 18–34 and at risk of unintended
pregnancy, by selected characteristics, according to race and ethnicity, 1995, AGI Survey of
Low-Income Women

Characteristic Total White Black Hispanic
(N=1,852) (N=454) (N=451)

Total English- Spanish-
(N=947) speaking speaking

(N=364) (N=583)

% distribution† 100.0 62.8 20.1 17.0 6.9 10.1

PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS
Age
18–19 15.1 13.6 24.2 10.1 17.4 5.2
20–24 38.7 41.6 33.1 34.4 43.9 27.9
25–29 26.1 26.7 22.5 27.8 21.4 32.3
30–34 20.1 18.0 20.2 27.6 17.3 34.6

Education
<high school 20.8 14.2 17.8 48.6 25.5 64.5
High school diploma‡ 38.6 39.8 42.2 29.9 42.6 21.2
Some college/college grad 40.6 46.0 39.9 21.5 31.9 14.3

School/employment status
In school§ 27.8 26.8 39.0 18.3 32.7 8.4
Working 40.7 44.5 37.5 30.6 34.2 28.1
At home 31.5 28.7 23.5 51.1 33.2 63.5

Religion
Roman Catholic 25.1 15.9 11.2 75.4 73.4 76.8
Fundamentalist Protestant 26.4 26.7 39.9 9.4 8.5 10.0
Other Protestant 23.1 26.8 28.5 3.3 5.5 1.8
Other/none/don't know 25.3 30.6 20.4 11.9 12.6 11.4

Medical coverage
Private insurance 40.1 47.8 36.7 16.1 24.2 10.5
Medicaid/public 30.4 22.8 48.3 37.3 43.2 33.2
No coverage 29.5 29.4 15.1 46.6 32.6 56.3

RELATIONSHIP CHARACTERISTICS
Marital status
Married 43.3 49.0 17.6 52.9 40.6 61.3
Cohabiting 13.9 13.6 12.6 16.4 15.8 16.8
Divorced/separated/widowed 9.3 9.2 9.2 9.6 8.8 10.1
Never married 33.5 28.2 60.7 21.1 34.8 11.7

Length of time with partner
No steady partner 14.8 13.0 21.0 13.9 19.6 10.0
<1 year 14.9 15.1 15.5 13.7 17.6 11.0
1–2 years 24.4 26.0 25.2 17.3 18.4 16.6
≥3 years 45.9 45.9 38.3 55.1 44.3 62.4

Frequency of sex††
Frequent 48.2 48.4 38.3 59.1 49.3 65.7
Moderate 29.0 31.2 28.1 21.9 24.4 20.2
Infrequent 20.0 17.8 29.8 16.4 23.5 11.5
No answer 2.8 2.5 3.8 2.6 2.7 2.6

CHILDBEARING CHARACTERISTICS
Parity
0 33.8 39.4 28.4 19.5 31.2 11.4
1–2 52.5 50.9 54.0 56.5 49.9 61.0
≥3 13.7 9.7 17.6 24.1 18.9 27.6

Future childbearing
Want more 59.4 64.2 48.1 55.1 61.0 51.1
Want no more 32.3 27.3 46.1 34.3 30.1 37.2
Don't know 8.3 8.5 5.8 10.5 8.9 11.7

Feelings if pregnant now
Very unhappy 20.8 18.6 33.6 14.3 18.5 11.2
A little unhappy 22.2 22.0 26.6 17.8 23.1 14.4
Don't care 16.4 17.9 16.0 11.4 10.8 11.8
A little glad 20.9 21.9 15.2 23.8 21.5 25.7
Very glad 19.7 19.6 8.7 32.7 26.2 36.9

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

†Weighted. ‡Includes respondents who received the General Educational Development (GED) high school equivalency certificate. §Includes
respondents who were both in school and working. ††Frequent is two times per week or more; moderate is once per week, on average, or
a few times per month; and infrequent is once per month or less. Note: Percentages may not sum to 100.0% because of rounding.

*Included in the last category are 10% of all women who
reported having had no sex in the past three months.

†Forty-one percent of women  reported having had at
least one unplanned pregnancy: 49–50% of black women
and English-speaking Hispanics, compared with 39% of
whites and 33% of Spanish-speaking Hispanics. The num-
ber who reported that their last unplanned pregnancy
ended in a birth was more than five times as high as the
number who reported that it ended in abortion. National
data show that roughly equal proportions of all unin-
tended pregnancies end as births and as abortions, and
that the number of unintended births among women
with an income below 150% of the poverty level is only
1.2 times the number of abortions. This suggests that re-
spondents underreported their numbers of unplanned
pregnancies (see reference 2).


