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Women’s Social Networks and Fertility

TABLE 4. Coefficients (and standard errors) from ordinary least-squares regression
analyses assessing the effects of selected characteristics on the number of children a
woman has ever borne, by type of characteristic, according to woman’s age

Characteristic <30 ≥30

Model I Model II Model I Model II
(N=179) (N=179) (N=194) (N=194)

Individual
Woman’s age –.087 (.265) –.067 (.267) 2.06*** (.542) 2.10*** (.537)
Woman’s age squared .008 (.006) .008 (.006) –.024*** (.007) –.024*** (.006)
No. of infant deaths .730*** (.127) .705*** (.126) .655*** (.121) .611*** (.120)
Education –.110 (.306) –.045 (.304) –.035 (.597) –.162 (.594)
Husband’s age .004 (.009) .009 (.009) –.012 (.015) –.017 (.015)
Presence of a co-wife –.075 (.200) .028 (.203) .067 (.393) .172 (.387)

Household
Size –.001 (.002) –.001 (.002) .003 (.007) .005 (.007)
Extended household –.416 (.339) –.449 (.347) –.067 (.459) –.038 (.463)
Asset score .005 (.007) .002 (.007) –.018 (.014) –.014 (.014)

Network function†
Size of material support network .009 (.021) .na .040 (.040) .na
Size of practical support network –.014 (.024) .na .017 (.048) .na
Membership in a tontine –.028 (.202) –.047 (.200) .151 (.372) –.047 (.378)
Level of multiplexity in

total network –.034 (.503) –.152 (.517) –.954 (1.01) –.904 (1.03)

Network composition‡
Presence of mother-in-law .na .244 (.194) .na –.580 (.369)
Presence of husband .na .347 (.334) .na .818 (.661)
Presence of mother .na –.047 (.190) .na .078 (.359)
Presence of nonfamilial

older women .na .213 (.179) .na .766* (.388)
% of network who are natal kin .na –.006 (.005) .na .018* (.009)
% of network who are conjugal kin .na .004 (.006) .na –.035*** (.010)
% of network who are nonkin .na .000 (.007) .na .013 (.011)
% of network who live

outside village .na –.003 (.010) .na .048** (.019)

R2 .682 .692 .305 .341

*p<.05. **p<.01. ***p<.001. †The network size variables were run separately because of multicollinearity. ‡The
percentage variables were run separately because of multicollinearity. Note: na=not applicable.


