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lows of the mid-1980s.
Among Hispanic teenagers, both the

abortion rate and the birthrate increased
between 1990 and 1992 (Table 2). Like
white teenagers, Hispanics experienced
only a small birthrate decline between
1992 (107 per 1,000) and 1995 (106 per
1,000—not shown).

Another way to understand teenagers’
reproductive behavior is to look at the pro-
portion of pregnancies terminated by
abortion (the abortion ratio). Of the 15–19-
year-olds who had a birth or an abortion
in 1992, 37% had an abortion. The pro-
portion was about the same for young
women aged 15–17 and those aged 18–19
(38% and 36%, respectively—not shown).

Once pregnant, black teenagers were
about as likely as non-Hispanic white
teenagers to end their pregnancy by abor-
tion (40% and 38%, respectively). Hispanic
teenagers were less likely to do so (29%).

Between 1980 and 1987, the national
abortion ratio hovered around 45–47% for
all teenagers and for whites. Among non-
whites, the ratio rose from 42% to 45%.
After 1987, it dropped sharply for white
teenagers (from 45% to 35%) and less
steeply among nonwhites (from 45% to
40%). No trend was evident among His-
panics over the three years for which data
were available.

State-Level Statistics
Nationally, there were 960,000 teenage
pregnancies in 1992 (Table 3, page 118).
The numbers in each state largely reflect

pregnancy rates and birthrates followed the
overall pattern, dropping until 1987, then
rising sharply to peaks in 1990 and 1991, re-
spectively. The birthrate then drifted down
5% (to 50 per 1,000) by 1995. Excluding His-
panics, the birthrate declined 7% between
1990 and 1994, the latest year for which data
are available. The abortion rate of white
teenagers tracked the birthrate in a slow de-
cline until 1987, then plateaued until 1989
and fell by 19% through 1992. 

Nonwhite teenagers’ pregnancy rate
changed little between 1980 and 1986, but
their birthrate fell 7% because of a 10% in-
crease in the abortion rate. From 1986 to 1991,
the birthrate rose 16% among nonwhites, a
smaller change than occurred among whites
(25%). Over this period, the abortion rate fell
9%, accounting for some of the increase in
the birthrate. From 1991 to 1995, the birth-
rate declined by 17%, to 82 per 1,000 (not
shown). Almost half of the drop occurred
between 1994 and 1995. Among black teen-
agers alone, there was also a 17% drop in the
birthrate, to 96 per 1,000, a level close to the

the size of the teenage population: Cali-
fornia, Texas and New York had the
largest number of both teenagers (not
shown) and teenage pregnancies (154,000,
80,000 and 70,000, respectively). The fewest
teenage pregnancies were found in states
with relatively small teenage populations:
North Dakota, Vermont and Wyoming
(1,300–1,400 pregnancies).

As Table 4 (page 119) shows, the five
highest pregnancy rates per 1,000 women
aged 15–19 were in the West*: California
(159), Nevada (145), Hawaii (138), Arizona
(133) and New Mexico (129). The next five
highest rates were in the South: Georgia,
Florida, Texas, Mississippi and North Car-
olina. The lowest rates were in geograph-
ically scattered states: Minnesota, New
Hampshire, North Dakota and Utah. Of
the other rates that ranked among the low-
est 10, four were in West North Central
states (Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota and
Wisconsin) and two were in New England
(Maine and Vermont). The rates among
women aged 15–17 and 18–19 followed
similar patterns by state; the correlation
between the pregnancy rates of the two
age-groups was high (r=.96).

Differences between the rates shown
here and those reported by the CDC il-
lustrate the effects of the incompleteness

Table 1. Pregnancy, birth and abortion rates per 1,000 women aged 15–19, and abortion ratio, by race, 1980–1992

Race and measure 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

Total
Pregnancy rate*

All women 15–19 111.0 109.9 109.8 109.3 107.9 109.0 106.7 106.6 111.4 114.9 117.1 115.8 111.9
Sexually active women 15–19 246.7 241.5 238.2 230.6 222.9 220.6 212.1 206.2 208.2 216.6 222.6 222.0 216.3

Birthrate 53.2 52.2 52.4 51.4 50.6 51.0 50.2 50.6 53.0 57.3 60.4 62.1 60.7
Abortion rate 42.8 42.9 42.7 43.2 42.9 43.5 42.3 41.8 43.5 42.0 40.6 37.6 35.5
Abortion ratio† 44.6 45.1 44.9 45.7 45.9 46.0 45.7 45.2 45.1 42.3 40.2 37.7 36.9

White
Pregnancy rate* 96.8 95.9 95.6 94.4 93.0 93.2 90.0 89.6 93.0 95.8 98.3 97.0 93.0
Birthrate 45.6 44.9 45.0 43.9 42.9 43.3 42.3 42.5 44.4 47.9 50.8 52.8 51.8
Abortion rate 38.3 38.2 37.9 37.9 37.7 37.5 35.6 35.1 36.1 34.8 33.9 30.5 28.1
Abortion ratio† 45.6 46.0 45.7 46.3 46.8 46.4 45.7 45.2 44.9 42.1 40.1 36.6 35.2

Nonwhite
All

Pregnancy rate* 181.2 177.1 176.4 177.5 175.5 180.0 180.7 180.1 189.1 193.4 189.6 189.6 185.2
Birthrate 90.9 87.5 87.1 85.9 85.1 85.4 84.8 85.5 89.2 95.9 96.5 98.4 95.5
Abortion rate 65.5 65.6 65.3 67.6 66.7 70.5 71.8 70.4 74.6 71.3 67.1 65.1 64.2
Abortion ratio† 41.9 42.9 42.8 44.0 43.9 45.2 45.8 45.2 45.5 42.6 41.0 39.8 40.2

Black
Pregnancy rate* u u u u u u u u u u 224.3 223.7 218.7
Birthrate 97.9 94.5 94.3 93.9 94.1 95.4 95.8 97.6 102.7 111.5 113.1 115.5 112.4
Abortion rate u u u u u u u u u u 80.5 77.4 76.2
Abortion ratio† u u u u u u u u u u 41.6 40.1 40.4

*Includes estimated number of pregnancies ending in miscarriages and stillbirths. †Percentage of pregnancies (excluding miscarriages) that end in abortion. Notes: No data are presented separately for
nonwhite women other than blacks because of small numbers and the heterogeneity of the group. In this and subsequent tables, data are tabulated according to the woman’s age at the pregnancy outcome
and according to the mother’s race (not the child’s); u=unavailable.

Table 2. Pregnancy, birth and abortion rates
per 1,000 Hispanic women aged 15–19, and
abortion ratio, 1990–1992

Measure 1990 1991 1992

Pregnancy rate* 163.4 172.5 176.0
Birthrate 100.3 106.7 107.1
Abortion rate 39.1 40.4 43.2
Abortion ratio† 28.0 27.5 28.7

*Includes estimated number of pregnancies ending in miscarriages
and stillbirths. †Percentage of pregnancies (excluding miscarriages)
that end in abortion.

*The District of Columbia was not ranked because it is not
a state. Its pregnancy rate (277 per 1,000 women aged 15–19)
is higher than that of any state, probably because large sec-
tions of the District are inner-city areas, and such areas usu-
ally have high teenage birthrates and abortion rates. The
District also was omitted from all correlation analyses.


