
ported ever having been married (N=1,187),
those who said they had never had sexual
intercourse (N=2,906) and those for whom
data on condom and contraceptive use
were missing (N=97). This left 4,260 never-
married adolescents aged 14–22 who had
ever had sexual intercourse. 

We used cross-tabulations and logistic
regression to identify predictors of condom
use at last intercourse. Potential predictors
included demographic variables (age, race

(for questions) and letters (for responses). 
Of the 13,789 selected youths who were

12–21 at the time of the core survey, 10,645
(77%) were located and agreed to be inter-
viewed. (Of the youths who were 21 years
of age at the time of the core NHIS survey,
126 were 22 at the time of follow-up.)
Youths aged 12–13 (N=2,195) were not
asked about their sexual activity and were
excluded from this analysis. Also exclud-
ed were young men and women who re-

and ethnicity, family income and poverty
status), sexual behavior variables (age at
first coitus, use of alcohol or drugs at last
sexual intercourse, lifetime number of sex-
ual partners and number of sexual part-
ners in the previous three months), other
risk behaviors (ever having tried tobacco,
ever having tried marijuana, ever having
tried cocaine or any other illicit drug, hav-
ing had five or more drinks in a row on one
or more occasions in the previous 30 days,
having carried a weapon one or more days
in the previous 30 days and having been
in a fight one or more times in the previ-
ous 12 months), healthy behaviors (fre-
quency of exercise and seat belt use) and
potentially protective factors (having re-
ceived HIV education in school and hav-
ing talked about HIV with parents or other
adult relatives). All data were reported by
the youths themselves, except for family
income, marital status and race and eth-
nicity, which were reported by the adult
who completed the core NHIS interview. 

Each sexual risk behavior variable was
examined as a separate item. A scale for
other risk behaviors was constructed by
combining responses to the six individual
items; the scale varied from zero to six,
with zero indicating participation in none
of the behaviors and six indicating par-
ticipation in all of them. Cronbach’s alpha
for the scale was 0.58 for women and 0.61
for men, indicating a moderate level of in-
ternal consistency. When a scale includ-
ing both sexual and nonsexual risks was
constructed, the value for Cronbach’s
alpha was similar. 

We created a measure of the use of con-
doms and other contraceptives at last in-
tercourse from responses to two questions,
one that asked what method had been
used to prevent pregnancy and a second
that asked if the respondent had used a
condom. The measure included the fol-
lowing categories—use of condoms with
the pill, use of the pill alone, use of con-
doms alone, use of withdrawal, use of
other methods and use of no method. No
other combination (i.e., condoms with
other methods) was common enough to
provide stable estimates. 

We followed two approaches in ana-
lyzing the data. First, we examined cross-
tabulations of potential predictors and the
created measure of condom and contra-
ceptive use. In this part of the analysis, the
respondents who reported having used
condoms with withdrawal or condoms
with “other” methods were classified as
having used withdrawal or other meth-
ods. However, these respondents were ex-
cluded from the logistic regression analy-
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Table 1. Percentage distribution of never-married young women aged 14–22, by method used
at last intercourse, according to selected characteristics,1992 YRBS

Characteristic N Pill Condom Pill and Withdrawal� Other� None Total
only only condom
(N=484) (N=745) (N=134) (N=267) (N=67) (N=348)

Total 2,045 24.5 37.3 6.6 13.0 3.2 15.3 100.0

DEMOGRAPHIC FACTORS
Age§
14�15 252 9.3 50.1 2.1 17.2 2.1 19.2 100.0
16 252 12.8 46.6 7.2 14.7 2.6 16.2 100.0
17 275 23.5 43.1 5.9 11.0 2.5 14.0 100.0
18 272 22.5 36.8 7.0 16.9 3.9 12.9 100.0
19 283 24.9 36.8 6.4 14.2 2.3 15.5 100.0
20 356 32.9 28.4 7.1 10.9 3.6 19.2 100.0
21�22 355 38.1 26.6 9.6 7.9 4.8 13.9 100.0

Race/ethnicity††
White 1,240 28.7 36.3 6.1 12.5 3.0 13.5 100.0
Black 444 14.9 42.6 11.8 8.6 3.5 18.5 100.0
Hispanic 280 15.5 33.6 2.9 21.9 4.4 21.8 100.0

SEXUAL BEHAVIOR FACTORS
Age at first intercourse
≤13 312 22.0 29.4 3.3 11.9 6.1 27.3 100.0
14�15 733 23.0 37.5 5.0 16.1 3.2 15.2 100.0
≥16 986 26.5 39.2 8.8 11.1 2.4 12.0 100.0

No. of partners in previous 3 months
0 376 9.1 53.1 6.0 9.9 2.6 19.2 100.0
1 1,361 28.8 34.8 7.2 12.5 3.4 13.2 100.0
≥2 295 24.5 28.1 5.0 19.2 2.8 20.4 100.0

Lifetime no. of partners
1 611 18.3 50.6 6.0 11.0 2.7 11.5 100.0
2 377 20.9 44.1 8.0 12.0 1.5 13.4 100.0
3 265 29.7 29.5 8.6 11.3 3.6 17.3 100.0
4 200 25.6 27.4 8.6 19.1 5.0 14.3 100.0
5 132 31.0 27.7 3.4 16.8 2.2 18.9 100.0
≥6 444 31.3 23.2 5.5 14.1 4.8 21.1 100.0

OTHER FACTORS
Risk behavior score
0 223 14.6 43.4 12.8 8.3 5.6 15.3 100.0
1 479 20.8 47.2 6.4 11.8 1.6 12.1 100.0
2 479 27.0 39.0 5.8 12.9 3.9 11.4 100.0
3 424 31.4 29.0 5.2 13.9 2.2 18.2 100.0
4 283 23.5 32.8 6.8 14.5 5.0 17.3 100.0
5�6 157 25.2 24.4 4.9 17.6 2.3 25.6 100.0

Frequency of seat belt use
Never or rarely 364 21.3 28.2 4.2 18.1 1.6 26.6 100.0
Sometimes 463 25.5 37.1 7.4 11.3 2.8 16.0 100.0
Usually 545 25.1 40.0 4.7 13.0 3.3 14.0 100.0
Always 673 25.1 39.8 8.8 11.6 4.2 10.6 100.0

Had HIV education in school
Yes 1,642 23.6 38.4 6.5 13.0 3.2 15.3 100.0
No 345 29.5 31.0 7.1 12.6 3.9 16.0 100.0

Discussed HIV with adult relatives
Yes 1,536 24.6 37.1 7.8 12.2 3.0 15.2 100.0
No 457 24.9 37.5 3.0 14.9 3.8 15.8 100.0

�Includes those who combined withdrawal and the condom at last intercourse. �Includes those who combined other methods and the
condom. §Age 14�15 includes 83 14-year-olds and 169 15-year-olds; age 21�22 includes 300 21-year-olds and 55 22-year-olds. ��N=1,964;
81 respondents belonged to other racial or ethnic groups. Note: All percentages in Tables 1 and 2 are based on weighted data.


