
preceding the survey, and just 13% had
used them during the preceding month. For
women, the corresponding figures were
46%, 19% and 7%, respectively (Table 4). 

Not surprisingly, condom use during
the month the survey was conducted oc-
curred most frequently among single men
and women: Twenty-six percent of single
men and 10% of single women used con-
doms in the survey month, compared
with only 7% of cohabiting men and 6%
of cohabiting women (Table 4). 

Among couples, the percentages were
similar for men and women, which sug-
gests that the practices were accurately re-
ported. Among respondents who lived
alone, condom use was reported more fre-
quently among men than among women.
Many surveys on sexual behavior have
shown that men tend to report more sex-
ual partners and more frequent acts of sex-
ual intercourse than women. (A small part
of these discrepancies may result from ho-
mosexual relationships or sexual relations
with prostitutes.15) It has been assumed
that men tend to overreport sexual activ-
ity, and that women may tend to under-
report sexual activity by selecting their
more “significant” relationships. We may
also assume that similar overreporting by
men occurs with condom use, and that
single men probably tend to overestimate
their use of the method.16 On the other
hand, single women may underestimate
their sexual activity and condom use.

As condoms apparently are often em-
ployed for only a short period of time, their
reported use during the past year may be
a better indicator than current use. In 1994,
nearly two out of three noncohabiting men
(61%) and one out of three noncohabiting
women (33%) used condoms during the
last 12 months, according to the FFS. Con-
dom use was reported more frequently
among young single men and women. The
percentage of single men who used con-
doms during the year before the survey in-
creased as age declined—from 34% among
single men aged 45–49 to 74% of single
men aged 20–24; the corresponding figures
for single women were 13% and 45%, re-
spectively. Single men and women more
frequently have sexual intercourse with
new partners,17 and younger single peo-
ple also may adopt condom use more eas-
ily than their older counterparts. 

Among married or unmarried cohabit-
ing men and women aged 20–49, only 18%
of men and 14% of women said they had
used condoms during the last 12 months.
When we separated those who had been
cohabiting for more than one year from
more recently formed couples, the latter

doms were more likely to be used during
the early stages of new relationships, and
couples then turned toward other methods
as their relationship became more stable. In
1994, condoms were still mainly considered
a temporary rather than a long-term
method: Sixty-one percent of men aged
20–49 had ever used condoms, but only
32% had used them during the 12 months

reported more frequent condom use: Sev-
enteen percent of men and 13% of women
who were cohabiting for one year or
longer before the survey reported using
condoms during the last 12 months, com-
pared with 40% of men and 32% of
women who were cohabiting for less than
one year (not shown). However, condoms
probably are replaced by another contra-
ceptive method (usually the pill) when
couples settle down together: Among men
and women who were cohabiting for less
than one year, only 9% and 7% were using
condoms at the time of the survey, indi-
cating that many respondents who had
used condoms in the past year might al-
ready have switched to another method.

In 1988, condoms were mostly used by
respondents who were older than 30 who
already had one child and who wanted to
have another. This level of use was similar
among different social groups. When we
controlled for demographic variables, we
found no significant contrasts in the per-
centages of women using condoms for con-
traception by profession, place of residence
or importance of religion. The only signif-
icant variation was found between the
most educated women and women with-
out any secondary education: Nearly 7%
of the most educated women and 3% of the
least educated had used condoms in the
last month—an odds ratio of 2.2 after stan-
dardization for demographic variables.18

In 1994, condom use was at the same
level among less-educated women as in
1988 (3%), but had increased to 10%
among the most educated women, pro-
ducing a standardized odds ratio of 5.0.*
Moreover, differences by profession and
place of residence were significant. Con-
doms were used more by white-collar
workers and residents of cities with pop-
ulations over 100,000. When we examined
condom use in the year preceding the sur-
vey (Table 5), we found that it varied
among men, from 24% in small cities to
43% in the Paris metropolitan area. Con-
dom use among women in these areas
ranged from 16% to 23%, respectively.

Differences in condom use were also
pronounced among men with various lev-
els of education. Twenty-three percent of
men with less than a secondary school ed-
ucation reported using condoms, com-
pared with 49% of men who completed
their secondary schooling and 42% of men
with university degrees. Women report-
ed even greater educational differences in
condom use, ranging from 11% among
women who completed less than a sec-
ondary level of education to 30% among
those with university degrees. These dif-

118 Family Planning Perspectives

Contraceptive Practices and Trends in France

*As a method of standardization, we modeled variations
of condom use through multivariate logistic regression
analyses, with demographic variables as controls. To com-
pare these results with a previous study on contracep-
tive behaviors in 1978 and 1988 (source: reference 8), we
first analyzed current condom use by women aged 20–44
who were not sterilized, infertile or pregnant. These
women were in sexual relationships and did not want
to become pregnant immediately. Each regression in-
cluded “demographic covariates” or control variables,
such as age, number of children, marital status and the
expectation for a child (or another child) and one vari-
able indicating socioeconomic status. We  found signif-
icant results from likelihood ratio tests at p<.05. Results
from regression analysis on condom use in the past 12
months by men and women indicated similar contrasts,
with a higher degree of significance.

Table 5. Percentage of men and women aged
20–49 who used condoms during the last 12
months, by various characteristics

Characteristics Men Women

% N % N

Total 32 1,941 19 2,944 

Relationship status
Cohabiting-married 18 710 12 1,020 
Cohabiting-other 20 491 21 753 
Not cohabiting 61 740 33 1,171

Age
20–24 62 352 35 496 
25–29 39 360 28 519 
30–34 33 375 19 548 
35–39 24 318 13 563 
40–44 17 291 11 470 
45–49 17 245 9 348 

No. of children
0 51 847 32 738 
1 24 384 19 794 
2 18 419 13 816 
3 18 198 14 403 
≥4 15 93 5 193 

Education
Primary school 23 532 11 900 
Vocational sec-

ondary (4 yrs.) 25 476 16 444 
General sec-

ondary (4 yrs.) 31 306 17 592 
Secondary school

(7 yrs.) 49 269 28 438 
University 42 358 30 570 

Importance of religion in daily life
Very 30 376 17 882 
Not very 33 702 18 1,006 
Not at all 33 863 23 1,056 

Size of city
Rural/<2,000 32 73 15 88 
2,000–20,000 24 113 16 160
20,000–100,000 25 379 16 629
>100,000 31 1,017 20 1,532
Paris 43 359 23 535




