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Women mentioned
contraceptive motives
for condom use more
often than men, for two
reasons. First, single
women used the method
less frequently than sin-
gle men: Sixty percent of
women who used con-
doms were cohabiting,
compared with only 39%
of men. Furthermore,
women in cohabiting re-
lationships were more
likely to give contracep-
tive motives for condom
use than were men. 
Second, women who
were cohabiting were
less likely than were co-
habiting men to refer to
STD prevention as their
main motive (9% vs.
19%); women who lived
alone also mentioned
this reason less often
than did single men
(84% vs. 92%). 

Overall, in 1994, con-
traceptive motives ap-
pear to have driven the
majority of condom use
in France (including
among married and sin-
gle men), despite the
fact that pregnancy pre-
vention was not includ-
ed as a topic in any of
the educational campaigns about condoms.

Condom Use at First Intercourse
In 1970, the majority of people who had
first sexual intercourse did not use a con-
traceptive method (Figure 2). During the
1970s and the 1980s, the percentage of
women who did not use birth control at
first intercourse began to decline, from
60% in 1970 to 30% in 1987. Since 1987, this
decline has accelerated, and the propor-
tion reached 16% in 1993. In the 1970s and
the 1980s, the pill became the contracep-
tive choice of young people and was
adopted before first intercourse by near-
ly one-half of women.19

After 1988, condom use at first inter-
course increased substantially, from 8% in
1987 to 45% in 1993, as AIDS educational
campaigns focused on preventing sexual
transmission of the disease. A combina-
tion of pill and condom use was uncom-
mon at first intercourse (5%), and the in-
crease in the percentage of women who
used condoms at first intercourse was as-

ferences remained after standardization by
demographic variables, with the odds in-
creasing along with education in both gen-
ders (p<.01). In 1994 as in 1988, the im-
portance of religion had no impact on
condom use or on contraceptive behaviors.

Contraception and STD Prevention 
Condoms are not only used for contra-
ceptive purposes, but also for protection
against STDs and HIV. People who used
condoms during the month before the sur-
vey said they did so mainly for contracep-
tive motives, and women equated con-
doms with contraception more often than
men. When asked for their reasons for con-
dom use,* 58% of women who used con-
doms in the previous month referred only
to the risk of pregnancy, 19% referred only
to STDs and AIDS and 23% mentioned
both reasons (Table 6). Men most frequently
referred to both reasons (42%), followed by
contraceptive motives (30%) and then by
protection against STDs and AIDS (24%).

Motives for recent condom use were de-
scribed differently by users who were co-
habiting—either married or unmarried—
than by those who lived alone (Table 6).
Seventy-four percent of cohabiting men and
90% of cohabiting women who used con-
doms in the month before the survey re-
ported that pregnancy prevention was their
main motive; only 6% in each group said
they used condoms in the last month to pre-
vent infection with HIV or other STDs.
Among those living alone, 33% of men and
35% of women had used condoms for STD
prevention in the month before the survey,
while 58% of men and 49% of women who
lived alone used the method for both preg-
nancy and STD prevention. 

sociated with stagnation in the trend in pill
use at first intercourse.

By 1994, condoms were the most fre-
quently used contraceptive method at first
intercourse. A 1994 adolescent sexual be-
havior survey revealed that condom use
at first intercourse might be even higher
than we estimate here. In that survey, 74%
of young women and 79% of young men
aged 15–18 reported that they had used
condoms at first intercourse.20

Men reported more often than women
that their first intercourse was unprotect-
ed (Figure 2), and their partners’ level of
pill use was lower than that reported by
women at first intercourse. (Men proba-
bly underestimated pill use, however,
since oral contraceptives are a female-con-
trolled method and not directly linked to
sexual intercourse.) During the 1970s and

Table 6. Percentage distribution of respon-
dents who used condoms, by gender and main
reason for using condoms, according to time
period and cohabitation status

Gender Used Used in last month
and reason in last 12

Total Cohabitingmonths

Yes No

Men (N) (641) (265) (75) (190)
Avoid pregnancy 29 30 74 7
Protect against 

STDs/HIV 27 24 6 33
Both 39 42 13 58
Don’t know/

no answer 5 4 7 1

Women (N) (615) (193) (99) (94)
Avoid pregnancy 45 58 90 15
Protect against 

STDs/HIV 25 19 6 35
Both 28 23 3 49
Don’t know/

no answer 3 0 0 0

Total 100 100 100 100

*Respondents were asked: “In the past year, did you use
condoms during sexual intercourse?” Those who an-
swered yes were then asked: “Was it to avoid a pregnancy,
to protect yourself against sexually transmitted diseases
or AIDS, for both reason together or don’t know?”
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Note: Data were from the 1988 and 1994 surveys. Because women younger than 20 were not
surveyed in 1994, the data for these women were projected, based on the earlier experiences
of the women surveyed in 1994.

Figure 2. Percentage of respondents aged 20–49 practicing con-
traception at first intercourse, by method used, according to gen-
der and year of intercourse




