
1996 than in 1992. (Improved reporting may
also have been a factor in New Jersey.)

However, abortion rates by state of oc-
currence should be interpreted cautiously,
because they do not always reflect the ex-
tent of abortions obtained by residents, who
may travel out-of-state for services. For ex-
ample, in 1992, the most recent year for
which such calculations have been made,
the number of Wyoming residents who had
abortions in other states was more than
twice the number of residents who had
abortions in the state. In Idaho, Missouri and
West Virginia, the abortion rate among state
residents was more than 40% higher than
the rate based on the abortions occurring in
the state. By the same token, abortion rates
are inflated in the states that provide services
to large numbers of out-of-state women. In
1992, the rates by state of residence were
26–48% lower than the rates by state of oc-
currence in the District of Columbia, Kansas
and Vermont.

Service Availability
The proportion of counties with no abortion
providers and the proportion of women
who live in a coun-
ty with no provider
are indicators of the
availability of abor-
tion services.
(These measures
are imperfect, of
course, because
some women live
close to a provider
in a neighboring
county, some pro-
viders are not read-
ily accessible be-
cause of their high
charges or their
limitations on the
patients they will
accept, and some
serve only a small
number of abortion
patients and rarely
advertise their ser-
vices.) Another po-
tentially useful
measure is the pro-
portion of counties
lacking a provider
that is large enough
to be likely to ad-
vertise and accept
self-referred pa-
tients (which for
this analysis we as-
sume to be a facili-
ty that provided

Florida as well (Table 2). The rate for the
District of Columbia (155 per 1,000) was
higher than that of any state; relatively
high rates are characteristic of central cities
generally, and the rate includes large num-
bers of women from outside the District
who seek abortion services there.9 The
census divisions with the highest rates are
those on the East and West Coasts: the
Middle Atlantic, Pacific, South Atlantic
and New England states.

Five states had abortion rates below
eight per 1,000: Idaho (6), Mississippi (7),
South Dakota (7), West Virginia (7) and
Wyoming (3). All of these states are most-
ly rural, with no large metropolitan areas.
Among the census divisions, rates were
lowest in the East South Central and West
North Central states.

Between 1992 and 1996, the abortion rate
declined 12% nationally, and it decreased
in 43 of the 50 states (based on state of oc-
currence). Declines were greatest in the Pa-
cific census division (22%), with a fall of 41%
in Hawaii, 24% in Washington and 22% in
California. Decreases also were especially
large in Mississippi, Wyoming, Maine, and
Delaware. In Mississippi and Maine, the
largest abortion provider closed between
1992 and 1996, and in Delaware one of the
two largest closed. The only two areas that
recorded an increase in the abortion rate of
more than 10%—New Jersey and the Dis-
trict of Columbia—had more providers in

400 or more abortions during the year).
In 1996, 86% of all U.S. counties had no

identified abortion provider (Table 3), and
92% had none that performed as many as
400 abortions annually. Thirty-two percent
of women of reproductive age lived in
counties with no provider, and 41% lived
in counties without a large provider. The
proportion of counties with no provider
was slightly higher than in 1992 (84%),
continuing a long-term trend first seen in
the late 1970s. However, the proportion of
women who lived in a county with no
provider of 400 or more abortions changed
little between 1992 and 1996, after having
declined from 1985 to 1992.

Abortion providers are much less avail-
able in nonmetropolitan than in metro-
politan counties. Ninety-five percent of
nonmetropolitan counties had no abortion
services, and 87% of nonmetropolitan
women lived in unserved counties. In
1996, only 1% of abortions (14,070 abor-
tions) were reported in nonmetropolitan
counties, where 18% of women of repro-
ductive age lived (not shown).

More than half of metropolitan coun-
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Table 3. Percentage of counties with no abor-
tion providers and with no providers report-
ing 400 or more abortions, and percentage of
women aged 15–44 living in those counties,
by metropolitan status, according to year

Provider and metro- 1978 1985 1992 1996
politan status

COUNTIES
No provider 77 82 84 86
Metropolitan 47 50 51 55
Nonmetropolitan 85 91 94 95

No provider of 
≥400 abortions 93 92 92 92
Metropolitan 69 65 68 66
Nonmetropolitan 99 99 99 100

WOMEN
No provider in county 27 30 30 32
Metropolitan 12 15 16 18
Nonmetropolitan 69 79 85 87

No provider of  ≥400 
abortions in county 43 43 41 41
Metropolitan 25 26 27 27
Nonmetropolitan 96 98 97 98

Note: The classification of counties as metropolitan changed slight-
ly between surveys except in 1996, when the same definition was
used as in 1992. Sources: 1978—Henshaw S et al., Abortion in
the United States, 1978–1979, Family Planning Perspectives, 1981,
13(1):6–18, Table 3. 1985—Henshaw SK, Forrest JD and Van Vort
J, Abortion services in the United States, 1984 and 1985, Family
Planning Perspectives, 1987, 19(2):63–70, Table 2. 1992—refer-
ence 1. 1996—AGI Abortion Provider Survey.

Alabama
Anniston
Decatur
Dothan
Florence
Gadsden

Arizona
Yuma

Arkansas
Fort Smith
Pine Bluff
Texarkana

California
Merced
Visalia
(Yuba City)

Florida
Bradenton
Fort Walton Beach
Ocala
Panama City

Georgia
(Albany)
Athens
Macon

Illinois
Bloomington
Decatur
Joliet
Kankakee
(Springfield)

Indiana
Anderson
Elkhart
Evansville
Kokomo
Lafayette
Muncie
Terre Haute

Iowa
Davenport
Dubuque
Sioux City

Kentucky
Owensboro

Louisiana
Alexandria
Houma
Lafayette
Lake Charles
Monroe

Maine
Lewiston

Maryland
Cumberland

Michigan
Battle Creek

Minnesota
St. Cloud

Mississippi
Pascagoula

Missouri
Joplin
St. Joseph

New Jersey
(Vineland)

New Mexico
(Las Cruces)

New York
(Elmira)
(Jamestown)
Niagara Falls

North Carolina
Burlington
(Hickory)

North Dakota
Bismarck
Grand Forks

Ohio
(Canton)
Hamilton
Lima
Lorain
Mansfield
Steubenville

Oklahoma
Enid
Lawton

Pennsylvania
Altoona
Beaver County
Erie
Johnstown
Lancaster
Sharon
State College
Williamsport

South Carolina
Anderson

South Dakota
Rapid City

Tennessee
Clarksville
Jackson

Texas
Abilene
Amarillo
Brazoria
Bryan
(Galveston)
Killeen
Longview
San Angelo
Sherman
Tyler
Victoria
Wichita Falls

Utah
Provo

Virginia
(Lynchburg)

West Virginia
Huntington
Parkersburg
Wheeling

Wisconsin
Eau Claire
Janesville
Kenosha
(La Crosse)
Racine
Sheboygan
Wausau

Wyoming
Cheyenne

Table 4. Metropolitan areas reporting no abortions (or fewer than 50), by
state, 1996


