
nificantly less likely than males in 1988 to
“agree a lot” that they should ask whether
their partner is practicing contraception,
that they should help pay for their part-
ner’s pill prescription and that they should
bring up the issue of contraception. 

While the distribution of responses to the
question on the extent to which causing a
pregnancy would make the respondent feel
like a “real man” changed significantly over
time, this was the result of fewer males’
choosing the more moderate responses of

lief in the role of condoms in preventing
pregnancy than did those in 1988: The pro-
portion of males who thought there was lit-
tle or no chance that a new female partner
would get pregnant if they always used a
condom decreased from 71% in 1988 to
64% in 1995. Overall, adolescent males in
1995 were significantly less likely than their
1988 counterparts to hold attitudes sug-
gesting contraceptive responsibility (mean
index scores of 3.45 and 3.52, respectively;
p<.01, not shown). Males in 1995 were sig-

“a little” and “somewhat” and more males’
choosing the extreme responses of “not at
all” and “a lot”; the mean response score did
not change between 1988 and 1995.
•AIDS avoidance. The mean scores for
AIDS worry and perceived AIDS risk
among males surveyed in 1995 were sig-
nificantly lower than the mean scores
among males in 1988. However, the dis-
tributions of these scores were not signif-
icantly different between the two cohorts.
Respondents in the 1995 sample were
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Table 2. Percentage distributions of U.S. males aged 15–19, by numerical score on agreement scale; chi-square p-values for change in distri-
butions between survey years; and mean item scores; all according to questions related to attitudes about condoms,1988 and 1995

Attitudes and questions Year Agreement scale p Mean

1 2 3 4 5 Total

PREGNANCY PREVENTION
Perceived condom ineffectiveness†
What are the chances that a new female partner will get 1988 13.7 57.1 23.7 4.5 0.9 100.0 .002 2.22

pregnant if you always use a condom? 1995 12.5 51.1 31.9 3.5 0.9 100.0 2.29**

Male contraceptive responsibility‡
Before a young man has sexual intercourse with

someone, he  should know or ask whether she 1988 1.2 2.0 21.6 75.3 na 100.0 .001 3.71
is using contraception. 1995 1.0 6.3 32.2 60.5 na 100.0 3.52**

If a young man makes someone pregnant, 1988 1.3 1.3 8.2 89.2 na 100.0 .010 3.85
the child is his responsibility as much as the mother’s. 1995 0.1 1.8 7.8 90.3 na 100.0 3.88

If a young man does not want to have a child, 1988 2.8 3.1 12.8 81.3 na 100.0 .061 3.73
he should not have intercourse without contraception. 1995 2.3 5.4 11.9 80.4 na 100.0 3.70

If his girlfriend is using the pill, the young 1988 12.7 16.3 32.9 38.1 na 100.0 .001 2.96
man should help pay for it. 1995 10.5 20.1 38.4 31.0 na 100.0 2.90

If a couple has never discussed contraception, 1988 3.9 11.4 32.4 52.3 na 100.0 .001 3.33
the young man should bring it up. 1995 3.4 12.5 40.7 43.5 na 100.0 3.24**

Feeling like a “real man”§
If you got a girl pregnant now, how much would it 1988 59.6 19.7 16.0 4.7 na 100.0 .031 1.66

make you feel like you were a real man? 1995 62.4 15.5 15.6 6.5 na 100.0 1.66

AIDS AVOIDANCE
AIDS worry‡
I worry about AIDS. 1988 9.5 23.7 28.0 21.5 17.3 100.0 .279 3.13

1995 10.8 26.7 26.8 18.7 16.9 100.0 3.04*

Perceived AIDS risk†
What do you think are the chances that you could 1988 24.7 38.5 31.2 3.6 2.0 100.0 .201 2.20

get the AIDS virus in the next five years? 1995 25.9 41.1 29.4 2.2 1.5 100.0 2.11**

AIDS denial‡
Using condoms to prevent the spread 1988 78.9 9.1 4.7 7.4 na 100.0 .001 1.41

of AIDS is more trouble than it’s worth. 1995 74.2 14.2 6.1 5.5 na 100.0 1.42
Even though AIDS is a fatal disease, it is so 1988 82.0 11.5 4.0 2.6 na 100.0 .001 1.27

uncommon that it’s not really a big worry. 1995 84.7 12.7 1.4 1.2 na 100.0 1.19**

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES
Partner appreciation†
What are the chances that if you used a 1988 5.2 8.4 18.3 40.3 27.8 100.0 .001 3.77

a condom, she would appreciate that? 1995 4.8 5.6 12.1 36.4 41.1 100.0 4.03**

Condom-use embarrassment†
What are the chances that if you bought a condom 1988 31.3 26.7 18.5 16.9 6.6 100.0 .001 2.41 

in a drugstore, you would feel embarrassed? 1995 42.1 22.2 13.9 14.1 7.7 100.0 2.23**
What are the chances that if the girl knew you 

had a condom ready the first time you 1988 19.8 32.5 29.4 15.4 2.9 100.0 .001 2.49
had sex with her, she would be upset? 1995 40.5 31.0 20.0 6.3 2.2 100.0 1.99**

What are the chances that it would be embarrassing 1988 28.3 34.8 19.7 13.9 3.4 100.0 .001 2.29
for the two of you to discuss using a condom? 1995 46.7 29.5 12.8 9.2 1.7 100.0 1.90

What are the chances that it would be embarrassing 1988 31.6 32.1 17.2 13.5 5.7 100.0 .001 2.30
to put a condom on in front of her? 1995 43.4 24.9 17.1 10.5 4.1 100.0 2.07**

Pleasure with condom†
What are the chances that if you used a condom, 1988 16.3 28.9 23.6 20.9 10.3 100.0 .001 2.80

you would feel less pleasure? 1995 25.8 23.8 25.1 18.3 7.1 100.0 2.58**

*Difference between means is significant at p<.05. **Difference between means is significant at p<.01.†Scale values are 1=no chance; 2=little chance; 3=50–50 chance; 4=pretty good chance; and 5=al-
most certain chance. ‡Scale values are 1=disagree a lot; 2=disagree a little; 3=agree a little; and 4=agree a lot. §Scale values are 1=not at all; 2=seldom; 3=occasionally; 4=frequently; and 5=all the time.
Note: na=not applicable.


