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shown). These men and women were in-
volved in 2.5 million pregnancies: a rate of
77 pregnancies per 1,000 unmarried men
and 94 pregnancies per 1,000 sexually ex-
perienced unmarried men, compared with
85 pregnancies per 1,000 unmarried
women and 108 pregnancies per 1,000 un-
married sexually experienced women
(Table 1).

Unmarried adolescent men and those
aged 24 and younger were less likely to be
involved in a pregnancy than were un-
married women of similar ages. Conse-
quently, although unmarried sexually ex-
perienced teenage men outnumber their
female counterparts (5.0 vs. 4.0 million, re-
spectively), 17% of nonmarital conceptions
were associated with men
aged 15–19, compared
with 32% among ado-
lescent women (Table 2).

Pregnancy involve-
ment was less common
for sexually experienced
unmarried men and
women than for married
men and women in each
age-group younger than
40. However, there were
fewer married men and
women in the younger
age-groups (for whom
rates were fairly high)
than there were unmar-

married men was slightly higher than the
rate among married women (105 preg-
nancies per 1,000 vs. 95 per 1,000). 

On average, men involved in marital
pregnancies were older than women hav-
ing marital conceptions. In 1994, 15% of
pregnancies involving married men were
to those younger than 25, compared with
27% of conceptions involving married
women (Table 2). In contrast, 24% of con-
ceptions involving married men were to
those 35 and older, compared with 12%
among married women in this age-group.

Married adolescents—whether male or
female—were the most likely group to be
involved in a pregnancy. In 1994, an esti-
mated 40% of married adolescent men
were involved in a pregnancy, and 45% of
married adolescent women became preg-
nant (Table 1).

However, marital pregnancies in which
the man involved is younger than 20 are
slightly more likely to end in abortion than
are those among women the same age (8%
vs. 5%, respectively, Table 3). Marital preg-
nancies in which the man is aged 35 or
older are much less likely to end in abor-
tion (11–23%) than are those among
women in these age-groups (14–33%).
•Nonmarital pregnancies. In 1994, there
were 32.8 million unmarried men and 29.5
million unmarried women aged 15–44, of
whom 26.8 million men and 23.2 million
women were sexually experienced (not

ried men and women: Only 22% of married
men and 27% of married women aged
15–44 were younger than 30, compared
with 62% of unmarried sexually experi-
enced men and 58% of unmarried sexual-
ly experienced women (not shown). As a
result of these age-differences, the rate at
which all sexually experienced unmarried
men aged 15–44 were involved in a preg-
nancy was only slightly lower than that
among married men (94 per 1,000 vs. 105
per 1,000), while the  pregnancy rate among
all sexually experienced unmarried women
was higher than that among all married
women (108 per 1,000 vs. 95 per 1,000).

Almost half (48%) of nonmarital con-
ceptions in which the man involved was
younger than 18 ended in abortion, com-
pared with 34% of conceptions among
women in this age range (Table 3). More-
over, while marital pregnancies involving
men aged 35 or older were less likely than
those involving women of that age to end
in abortion, there was little difference be-
tween men and women aged 35 or older
in the proportion of nonmarital pregnan-
cies that ended in abortion.

Discussion
The data presented in this article are not
ideal. In particular, they refer only to men’s
physical involvement in conception, not
to their personal, social or economic in-
volvement in pregnancy, abortion, birth or
childrearing. They are estimates based on
women’s reports of the age of their part-
ner. To make use of these reports, we had
to assume that the women knew this in-
formation about their partner and that they
reported it accurately. Indeed, women’s re-
ports of their partner’s age have general-
ly been found to be highly accurate.19

We also assumed that men’s marital sta-
tus at a pregnancy’s conception was the
same as women’s. This is likely to be ac-
curate for most cases, especially since we

Figure 1.  Number of pregnancies per 1,000 men and women, by outcome, according to age at
conception
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Table 2. Percentage distribution of pregnancies, by age at
conception, according to marital status at conception and sex

Age Overall Married Unmarried
(N=5,334,300) (N=2,815,400) (N=2,518,800)

Men Women Men Women Men Women

<20 8.7 17.7 1.4 5.1 17.0 31.7
<18 2.9 8.4 0.2 1.3 6.1 16.2
18–19 5.8 9.3 1.2 3.8 10.9 15.5

20–24 22.8 27.9 13.8 22.3 32.8 34.1
25–29 27.2 25.7 30.5 32.8 23.4 17.7
30–34 22.4 19.5 30.0 27.9 13.8 10.2
35–39 12.9 7.9 17.9 10.6 7.3 4.9
≤40 6.1 1.4 6.4 1.4 5.7 1.4
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Note: All data exclude miscarriages.


