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from 64% among
women younger than 18
to about 50% among
women aged 25 or older.
Only 10% of women
aged 15–44 in 1995, and
fewer than 1% of teenage
women, reported a sex-
ual partner who was
more than two years
younger than they were.

Some 37% of women
aged 15–19 and 38% of
all women aged 15–44
had a partner who was
at least three years older.
Adolescents were sig-
nificantly more likely
than older women to
have a partner who was
3–5 years older than
they were (29% of
women younger than
18 and 26% of those
aged 18–19, compared
with 18–21% of older
women). Teenagers
were, however, consid-
erably less likely than
women aged 20 or older
to have a partner who
was six or more years
older than they were.
Just 7% of sexually ac-
tive women younger
than 18 and 11% of those aged 18–19 had
a partner six or more years older, com-
pared with 16–22% of women aged 20 or
older. 

Overall, the age differences between
partners were similar for married women
and unmarried women—about half had
a partner who was within two years of
their age, and almost four in 10 had a part-
ner who was three or more years older
than they were. However, unmarried
women were slightly more likely than
married women to have a partner who
was three or more years younger than
they were (13% vs. 8%). 

The overall differences in age patterns
between women in their teens and early
20s and women aged 25 or older resulted
primarily from differences among un-
married women. There were no significant
differences across age-groups among mar-
ried women in whether women had a
partner 3–5 or six or more years older than
they were. Among unmarried women, on
the other hand, teenagers were signifi-
cantly more likely than women aged
25–29 to have a partner who was 3–5 years
older than they were (at least one in four

erage from the 1993, 1994 and 1995 March
Current Population Surveys.21 To derive the
total number of sexually experienced un-
married women in each age-group, we sub-
tracted all married women from the total
number of women in each age-group who
were estimated to have had intercourse.

To estimate the number of sexually ex-
perienced women in each age-and-marital-
status subgroup by the age difference be-
tween themselves and their partner, we
applied the subgroup-specific distribution
of women who were sexually experienced
in the last three months by the age difference
between themselves and their most recent
partner to the estimated total number of
women in that age-and-marital-status sub-
group who had ever had intercourse.

To have enough cases to conduct our
analysis of pregnancy rates by age of part-
ner, we had to define the oldest age-group
as women aged 35 or older. The denomi-
nator for women aged 35 or older is
women aged 35–44.*

Analyses
Certain calculations—the age-specific dis-
tributions of women according to the age
difference between themselves and their
partner and the proportions in each sub-
group using a contraceptive at last inter-
course—were based solely on NSFG data.
Because the NSFG relies on a complex
sample (a stratified, multistage design
with individual sampling rates), we used
the software package Stata to conduct tests
of significance for cross-tabulations.22

The numbers and rates of pregnancies,
intention status and outcome, however,
are estimates compiled from a variety of
sources. We did not perform tests of sta-
tistical significance on these estimates.

We used logistic regression to examine
the relationship of the characteristics of
women aged 15–17 to the likelihood that
their male partner was 3–5 years older or
six or more years older than they were. A
second logistic regression analysis explored
whether the characteristics of women and
the age difference between women and
their partner predict use of a contraceptive
at last sex. We used Stata to calculate tests
of significance for these logistic regressions.

Findings
All Women
•Sexual relationships. About half of all sex-
ually active women aged 15–44 in 1995 had
a partner who was within two years of
their age (Table 1). Teenagers and women
in their early 20s were more likely than
older women to have a partner within two
years of their age: The proportion declined

unmarried teenagers, compared with
fewer than one in five older women). But
unmarried teenagers were significantly
less likely than unmarried women aged
25–29 to have a partner who was six or
more years older (6% of women younger
than 18 and 11% of those aged 18–19, com-
pared with 16–30% of older women). 
•Pregnancy. An estimated 5.3 million
women became pregnant in 1994 and ei-
ther gave birth or had an induced abortion
(Table 2, page 164). At the time of con-
ception, some 8% of these women were
younger than 18 and 9% were aged 18–19
(not shown). Almost half (47%) of the
women who became pregnant were un-
married at the time, including 85% of
pregnant teenagers.

In 44% of all pregnancies, the male part-
ner was at least three years older than the
woman; this proportion ranged from
43–50% of conceptions to women in their

*Birthrates and pregnancy rates fall rapidly after age 44.
In 1994, for instance, there were 33.7 births per 1,000
women aged 35–39; 6.4 per 1,000 aged 40–44; and 0.3 per
1,000 aged 45–49 (source: Ventura SJ et al., Advance re-
port of final natality statistics, 1994, Monthly Vital Statis-
tics Report, 1996, Vol. 44, No. 11, Suppl., pp. 30 & 49).

Table 1. Percentage distribution of U.S. women aged 15–44 who
had sex in the previous three months, by the difference between
their age and that of their partner, according to women’s age and
marital status, National Survey of Family Growth, 1995

Age and N Age difference between woman and partner
marital status (000s)

≥3 yrs. 0–2 yrs. 3–5 yrs. ≥6 yrs. Totalof woman
younger older or older older

younger

Total 46,773 9.8 52.1 20.3 17.8 100.0
15–19 3,615 0.6** 62.5** 27.6* 9.3** 100.0

15–17 1,517 0.0** 64.1** 29.2* 6.7** 100.0
18–19 2,098 1.1** 61.3** 26.4* 11.2** 100.0

20–24 6,927 3.1** 59.3** 20.5 17.1 100.0
25–29 8,251 10.7 51.4 20.5 17.4 100.0
30–34 9,705 9.5 49.2 19.4 21.9** 100.0
35–39 9,863 12.7 49.9 18.2 19.2 100.0
40–44 8,412 15.0** 48.2 20.6 16.2 100.0

Currently 
married 28,995 7.8*** 54.0*** 21.0 17.2 100.0 
15–19 341 0.0** 46.8 34.3 18.9 100.0 
20–24 2,460 0.7** 56.5 23.4 19.4 100.0 
25–29 4,958 5.0 56.0 22.1 16.9 100.0 
30–34 6,976 6.7 53.3 20.5 19.5 100.0 
35–39 7,528 10.6** 54.6 18.8 16.0 100.0 
40–44 6,732 10.8** 52.0 21.8 15.4 100.0 

Currently 
unmarried 17,779 13.0 49.1 19.1 18.8 100.0
15–19 3,274 0.7** 64.1** 26.9* 8.3** 100.0

15–17 1,460 0.0** 65.5** 29.0** 5.5** 100.0
18–19 1,814 1.3** 63.0** 25.2* 10.5** 100.0

20–24 4,467 4.4** 60.8** 19.0 15.8 100.0
25–29 3,293 19.5 44.4 18.1 18.1 100.0
30–34 2,729 16.8 39.2 16.0 28.0** 100.0
35–39 2,336 19.7 34.8** 16.1 29.5** 100.0
40–44 1,680 31.4** 33.4** 15.9 19.3 100.0

*Percentage is significantly different from percentage for women aged 25–29 at p<.05. **Per-
centage is significantly different from percentage for women aged 25–29 at p<.01. ***Per-
centage is significantly different from percentage for currently unmarried women at p<.01.
Note: Respondents were aged 15–44 as of April 1, 1995; their actual age range at interview
was 14–45. 


