
at interview and were
more likely to have been
married or to have co-
habited with a partner (or
both) than were those
whose pregnancies were
all unintended. Similar-
ly, women who were
using or had ever used
drugs, those who had
traded sex for drugs
those who had had more
casual partners—or any
combination of these—

were significantly more likely to report at
least one intended conception. 

In a multivariate model including factors
significant at the bivariate level, age and
drug use remained significantly and pos-
itively associated with intended conception
(Table 4). Lower economic status (as indi-
cated by the receipt of social services
and/or food stamps) also had a significant
and positive effect in this model. Howev-
er, having had a greater number of serious
partners lowered the probability of ever
having intended to conceive; the number
of casual partners no longer had a signifi-
cant effect. (This finding results from a high
correlation between numbers of casual
partners and the use of drugs; when drug
use was left out of the model, having more
casual partners was significantly and pos-
itively associated with intention.)

When the dependent variable was de-
fined as women whose conceptions were
all wanted (even if some were mistimed),
age had the opposite effect: The longer a
woman was exposed to the risk of preg-
nancy, the less likely she was to have expe-
rienced only wanted conceptions. The num-
ber of casual partners was only marginally
significant, and no other variables except
race had a significant effect. Race was in-
cluded in this model because—consistent
with the models described above—black
women were more likely than white
women to have said, at some time, that they
wanted no more pregnancies or none at all.

When considering the “not with this
partner” response on the level of the indi-
vidual woman, we excluded the 20 women
who never wanted to conceive and limit-
ed the sample to 227 women who had had
at least one wanted pregnancy, whether or
not it was mistimed.* Among these women
(the majority of whom had had both want-
ed and unwanted pregnancies), having had
more serious partners was significantly and
positively associated with the “not with this
partner” response. Having had at least
some wanted conceptions was negatively
related and significant. Overall, 21% cited

partnership at conception worked in the
same direction (although it was significant
only in the combined model), but women
who reported more serious partners over
their lifetime were significantly more like-
ly to cite a current partner as a reason to
wish to postpone a particular conception.

In an analysis that included all preg-
nancies experienced by the women in our
sample (not shown), we explored the re-
lationship between the “not with this part-
ner” response and pregnancy outcome.
(Among these pregnancies, 84% were car-
ried to term.) We asked: Are women who
do not want to conceive a specific preg-
nancy by their current partner more like-
ly to terminate it than those who do not
cite this response? The probability that a
pregnancy was terminated was signifi-
cantly greater when the response was
cited than when it was not (33% vs. 14%).
Nonetheless, of the pregnancies that oc-
curred despite the mother’s desire not to
conceive with her current partner, two-
thirds (67%) were carried to term.

Analyses by Individual Woman
In these analyses, we explored the lifetime
patterns of intention reported by the re-
spondents. The majority of these women
(80% of those who had ever been pregnant)
had had at least one unintended conception,
and 51% had had more than one. Only 21%
claimed that all their pregnancies had been
intended at the time of conception (Table
3). Some 54% of the women responded that
at the time of at least one of their concep-
tions, they had wanted a child in the future
but not at the time they conceived; 48% had
had at least one conception when they had
wanted none (or no more). More than one
in five (22%) reported both unwanted and
mistimed conceptions. 

On a bivariate level, women who had
ever had an intended conception were older

the “not with this partner” response in con-
nection with at least one of their mistimed
or intended pregnancies. 

Among women who had had both in-
tended and unintended conceptions, 19%
attributed their desire to postpone at least
one pregnancy to not wanting a child with
a particular partner. The women most like-
ly to cite that reason were those who re-
ported that none of their pregnancies had
been intended; 33% of these women gave
that response in connection with at least
one conception. More surprising, how-
ever, is that even among the subgroup
who described every pregnancy as want-
ed and appropriately timed, almost one
woman in five (18%) claimed that, at least
once in her life, she had not wanted to con-
ceive by the man who impregnated her.

Changes in Intention by Partner
We then asked whether a woman’s re-
sponses changed over time, by partner, or
both. Was a woman likely to change her
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*When we excluded these women, pregnancy intention
had the same correlates, with the exception of number
of serious partners, which lost its significance. 

Table 2. Odds ratios from multivariate models examining the like-
lihood that women would say they wanted to delay a pregnancy
because they did not wish to conceive with their current partner,
by selected pregnancy-level and woman-level variables

Variable Individual Individual Combined
pregnancy woman

Married at conception 0.42* na 0.45*
Cohabiting at conception 0.32*** na 0.33**
Had serious partner at conception 0.53* na 0.50**
Age at conception 1.02 na 1.02
No. of children at conception 0.76* na 0.78
No. of serious partners ever na 1.19*** 1.16**

*p≤.10. **p≤.05. ***p≤.01.

Table 3. Percentage distribution of ever-preg-
nant women, by intention status of all lifetime
conceptions (N=244)

Intention status %

All intended 20.5

Some intended, some unintended 53.7
Some unwanted, no mistimed 17.6
Some mistimed, no unwanted 20.1
Some unwanted, some mistimed 16.0

All unintended 25.8
All unwanted 8.2
All mistimed 11.1
Some mistimed, some unwanted 6.1
All unintended† 0.4

Total 100.0

†Unknown whether mistimed or unwanted.

Table 4. Odds ratios from multivariate mod-
els examining the likelihood that a woman has
had an intended pregnancy or that she has
had only wanted pregnancies (even if mis-
timed), by demographic and behavioral 
variables

Variable Any Wanted
intended only

Current age 1.10** 0.94**
White race 1.12 2.02**
Receive social services 

and/or food stamps 2.05** 0.67
Ever used drugs 2.75*** 1.13
Ever traded sex for 

drugs or money 0.84 0.51
No. of serious partners ever 0.85** 0.93
No. of casual partners ever 1.01 1.02*
Ever cohabited with 

nonmarital partner 1.23 0.78
Ever married 1.82 1.14

*p≤.10. **p≤.05. ***p≤.01.


