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rent sexual activity dif-
fered significantly only
between the YRBS and
Add Health (65% and
61%, respectively). No
differences across sur-
veys were seen for His-
panic or for white males.
For black males, the esti-
mate for Add Health
(58%) was significantly
lower than the estimates
for both the YRBS (74%)
and the NSAM (68%).
•Gender differences in
1995. Estimates were
consistently higher for
females than they were
for males in the YRBS
(78% vs. 65%, p<.001)
and in Add Health (71%
vs. 61%, p<.001) and in a
comparison between the
NSFG and the NSAM
(71% vs. 60%, p<.05).
The same differences by
gender were found for
white adolescents; in-
deed, most overall gen-
der differences were the
result of differences be-
tween white females and
white males. No signifi-
cant gender differences
were found for Hispan-
ic teenagers. Only for
Add Health did we find
a significantly higher es-
timate for black females
than for black males
(67% vs. 58%, p<.05).

Pill Use at Last Intercourse
•Trends over time. We noted a significant
decline (by 13 percentage points) in the
use of oral contraceptives at last inter-
course by currently sexually active
women only in the NSFG (Table 5, page
162). Females in the YRBS showed a sim-
ilar, but nonsignificant, trend (by six per-
centage points). These findings are con-
sistent with significant declines in the full
NSFG sample of adolescents and in the
full YRBS.26 Among males, neither the
NSAM nor the YRBS showed a change
over time for female partners. We could
not conduct comparisons by race and eth-
nicity because of multiple cells with sam-
ples of less than 100.
•Comparisons of 1995 point estimates. For fe-
males, Add Health provided a significantly
higher estimate (seven percentage points
higher) than did the YRBS. The YRBS and

white and black teenagers on each survey.
Among females, rankings were more vari-
able, with Hispanic adolescents ranking
highest in the NSFG and black teenagers
highest in the YRBS and Add Health.
•Gender differences in 1995. We found no sig-
nificant differences by gender in the pro-
portions reporting ever having had sexu-
al intercourse, when we compared all
females with all males in the NSFG and the
NSAM (37% vs. 41%, p=.08), in the YRBS
(52% vs. 53%) and in Add Health (45% vs.
45%). Differences between black females
and black males were always significant
(p<.001, p<.01 and p<.001, respectively).
Only in Add Health were there significant
differences between Hispanic females and
Hispanic males (34% vs. 50%, p<.001). No
gender differences were found for white
adolescents in any comparison.

Intercourse in the Past Three Months
•Trends over time. Few significant trends
over time were found in the proportions
of adolescents who reported having had
intercourse within the past three months
(Table 4). This proportion grew signifi-
cantly only in the YRBS, where it increased
among all females (by three percentage
points), among white females (by five per-
centage points), among all males (by seven
percentage points) and among white
males (by 10 percentage points). In the lat-
ter three, the largest increases occurred
from 1995 to 1997, the time period subse-
quent to the last round of both the NSFG
and the NSAM. YRBS data have previ-
ously indicated no significant trend in sex-
ual intercourse in the past three months
among the full sample of high school stu-
dents,25 using all adolescents as the de-
nominator. We found no significant trends
in the NSFG or the NSAM, but the latter
showed a nonsignificant downward trend
among white males that approached sta-
tistical significance (p=.06).
•Comparisons of 1995 point estimates. Dif-
ferences across surveys were smaller than
those we had found for the proportions
who report ever having had intercourse.
Again, the YRBS had the highest esti-
mates, the NSFG and the NSAM the low-
est, and Add Health an intermediate level.
Among females overall, estimates varied
by a maximum of seven percentage
points, with significant differences be-
tween the YRBS and the NSFG and be-
tween the YRBS and Add Health. For
white and black females, the YRBS also
provided significantly higher estimates
than did Add Health (79% vs. 72% and
75% vs. 67%, respectively).

Among males overall, estimates for cur-

the NSFG estimates were similar. For
males, the NSAM estimate was twice as
high as that of the YRBS (25% and 12%, re-
spectively), and the Add Health estimate
also was significantly higher (20% vs. 12%).
•Gender differences in 1995. In the YRBS, es-
timates of recent oral contraceptive use
were significantly higher among females
than were males’ reports of their partner’s
use (18% vs. 12%, p <.05); a similar pattern
was seen in Add Health (26% vs. 20%,
p<.05). Estimates for the NSFG (21%) and
the NSAM (25%) suggested a reversed pat-
tern, but were not significantly different.

Condom Use at Last Intercourse
•Trends over time. In general, trends in re-
ported condom use at last intercourse
among sexually active youth were con-
sistent across surveys (Table 5). Among
males, significant increases were found for

Table 4. Percentage (and standard error) of high school adoles-
cents aged 15–17 who reported having had sexual intercourse
in the past three months, by gender and survey, according to race
and ethnicity

Survey, year and Total* White Black Hispanic
comparison

FEMALES
YRBS
1991 75.0 (1.5) 76.7 (1.9) 71.5 (2.0) 74.3 (3.2)
1993 73.7 (1.5) 72.9 (2.0) 75.2 (2.7) 78.6 (2.5)
1995 77.6 (1.7) 78.9 (2.1) 75.3 (3.1) 70.8 (4.6)
1997 77.9 (1.7) 82.1 (1.3) 71.2 (2.2) 70.9 (3.4)
Trend over time p<.05 p<.01 ns ns

NSFG
1988 72.0 (3.2) 73.9 (4.1) nc nc
1995 70.5(3.1) 70.9 (4.2) nc nc
Trend over time ns ns nc nc

Add Health
1995 71.1 (1.3) 72.4 (1.6) 67.4 (2.5) 70.9 (4.3)

Differences between surveys in 1995
YRBS vs. NSFG p<.05 ns ns ns
NSFG vs. Add Health ns ns ns ns
YRBS vs. Add Health p<.01 p<.05 p<.05 ns

MALES
YRBS
1991 62.6 (1.8) 59.4 (2.0) 71.0 (2.4) 64.1 (3.5)
1993 65.3 (1.7) 63.5 (2.0) 71.6 (3.5) 64.2 (3.3)
1995 65.1 (1.0) 63.2 (1.3) 73.5 (2.4) 57.9 (4.9)
1997 69.3 (1.8) 69.7 (2.2) 75.8 (2.9) 62.6 (3.1)
Trend over time p<.05 p<.01 ns ns

NSAM
1988 67.4 (3.3) 67.2 (4.8) 68.5 (3.5) 63.5 (7.9)
1995 59.7 (3.8) 52.9 (5.9) 68.3 (3.4) 69.5 (4.5)
Trend over time ns ns ns ns

Add Health
1995 61.3 (1.6) 63.2 (1.9) 58.2 (3.2) 59.3 (4.4)

Differences between surveys in 1995
YRBS vs. NSAM ns ns ns ns
NSAM vs. Add Health ns ns p<.05 ns
YRBS vs. Add Health p<.05 ns p<.001 ns

*Includes adolescents identifying themselves as other than white, black or Hispanic. Notes:
The denominator for analyses includes high school–attending adolescents aged 15–17 who
reported ever having had sexual intercourse and who completed the survey. nc=not calcu-
lated because cell size was less than 100. ns=nonsignificant.


