
Table 1. Weighted percentage of or mean value for all respondents aged 18–19 at end of co-
hort period and for teenage mothers, by selected characteristics, according to cohort

Characteristic All Mothers

Cohort 1 Cohort 2 Cohort 3 Cohort 1 Cohort 2 Cohort 3
(N=929) (N=841) (N=840) (N=580) (N=387) (N=234)

HYPOTHESIS 1
Family environments
Daughter of a teenage mother 36.9 36.7 34.7 55.4 56.1 56.5
Mean no. of children in family 3.9 3.3 3.0*** 4.9 3.8 3.6***

Family type/changes in living situation
No change, 2 biological parents 57.4 53.4 50.3*** 43.5 33.7 36.0*
No change, other family situation 4.7 6.9 4.8 8.6 13.9 8.7
1 change 21.4 16.8 19.6 26.2 24.9 23.6
2 changes 7.2 12.9 13.2 12.6 13.9 16.3
3 changes 4.0 4.7 6.8 6.0 5.9 9.4
≥4 changes 5.3 5.3 5.4 3.2 7.7 6.1

Age at parental divorce
0–5 7.2 8.9 15.4** 8.6 15.3 17.3**
6–10 8.6 8.8 7.7 10.3 9.8 8.4
≥11 8.2 7.2 8.6 12.5 8.1 9.1
Parents never married 6.4 8.6 8.2 9.8 15.7 16.3
Parents never divorced 69.6 66.5 60.2 58.8 51.2 48.9

Mother’s education when
respondent was aged ≤19 years 12.0 12.3 12.7*** 10.4 11.0 11.1**

Mother’s work status when respondent was 5–15
Full-time 43.1 48.3 52.2*** 48.3 53.9 62.6**
Part-time† 20.1 20.3 22.4 19.4 13.7 12.3
No work for pay 36.6 31.3 25.1 32.3 32.4 25.1

Church attendance at age 14
Never/rarely 40.8 42.2 45.8 47.3 48.8 53.3
Once a week 39.1 39.7 36.1 34.6 33.0 31.1
More than once a week 20.1 18.1 18.1 18.0 18.2 15.7

HYPOTHESIS 2
Race/ethnicity
U.S.-born Hispanic 6.9 8.7 9.1 13.4 11.5 12.6
Foreign-born Hispanic 3.0 3.4 2.2 3.7 6.2 5.2
Non-Hispanic black 14.9 14.7 15.8 25.6 25.2 28.9
Non-Hispanic other 3.4 4.5 3.4 2.3 4.0 2.9
Non-Hispanic white 71.8 68.7 69.5 55.0 53.2 50.3

HYPOTHESIS 3
Dropout status
Dropped out of high school 9.2 9.0 10.4 32.3 26.0 21.1**

HYPOTHESIS 4
Sex education
Discussions with parent before age 18
Birth control methods 48.2 56.2 63.0*** 38.7 48.3 56.8***
STDs 35.4 45.0 61.3*** 30.7 38.6 52.6***
How pregnancy occurs 58.9 61.3 71.6*** 44.1 49.0 55.3*

≥2 forms of formal sex
education before age 18 71.2 82.2 92.7*** 63.1 69.2 86.3***

HYPOTHESIS 5
Timing of first intercourse
Age at menarche 12.7 12.6 12.4*** 12.4 12.3 12.3
Had sex by age 15 25.2 31.3 31.0** 49.3 58.4 56.8*

*Time trend across all three cohorts is significant at *p<.05. **Time trend across all three cohorts is significant at p<.01. ***Time trend
across all three cohorts is significant at p<.001. †Includes mothers who worked full-time during part of the period. Note: For percent-
age distributions, the indicator of significance is with the first category in the distribution.
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significantly across the three cohorts.
Among teenage mothers (but not

among all adolescents), steady declines oc-
curred in the percentage dropping out of
school while at risk of a first teenage birth
(before conceiving, reaching age 20 or
reaching the end of the cohort period). Sex
education, including receipt of formal sex
education and discussions with parents

hort (censored cases).30 This analytic strat-
egy also allows us to specify the age of the
teenager at the start of each cohort peri-
od in order to include information from
the beginning of the cohort period only.

One way to interpret results of propor-
tional hazard models is to compare the
predicted probabilities of a teenage birth
derived from those models. Predicted
probabilities allow us to test whether
changes in characteristics of adolescents
over time explain trends in the teenage
birthrate. To control for the stratified sam-
ple design of the NSFG, all results pre-
sented include design effects to adjust
standard errors of estimates, using
SUDAAN.31

Results
Descriptive Analyses
Overall, 18% of adolescents in Cohort 2
and 14% of those in Cohorts 1 and 3 had
a birth during the cohort period (not
shown). Table 1 portrays the demographic
context of adolescence by showing how
family and individual characteristics of
teenagers in general and of adolescent
mothers in particular changed across the
three cohorts. The first set of columns in
the table includes characteristics of
women who were teenagers during the
majority of each period (measured as
those who were aged 18–19 in the final
year of the period) to standardize the sam-
ples by age and allow for intercohort com-
parisons. The second set of columns com-
pares characteristics of teenage mothers
in the three cohorts. Significance tests re-
flect overall associations across all three
cohorts.

For example, the percentage of teen-
agers living in stable, intact families de-
clined significantly, from 57% in Cohort 1
to 53% in Cohort 2 and to 50% in Cohort
3. A similar trend is apparent among teen-
age mothers, who were even less likely to
live in an intact family: The proportion
dropped from 44% in Cohort 1 to 36% in
Cohort 3. In addition, a higher proportion
of all teenagers in the most recent cohort
had parents who were divorced (32% in
Cohort 3 vs. 24–25% in Cohorts 1 and 2). 

Trends in other aspects of family envi-
ronment are also evident. For example,
maternal education increased across the
three cohorts. Moreover, family size de-
clined, and respondents’ mothers were
more likely to work full-time. Several fac-
tors, including the proportion of respon-
dents who were daughters of teenage
mothers, church attendance among teen-
agers and the racial and ethnic composi-
tion of the population, did not change

about sex education, shows a dramatic in-
crease across the three cohorts. For ex-
ample, among respondents in Cohort 3,
receipt of two or more forms of sex edu-
cation was almost universal in the over-
all sample (93%) and was extremely com-
mon among teenage mothers (86%). In
addition, 61–72% of the overall sample in
Cohort 3 reported discussions with their


