
other developed country with accurate
abortion data except Russia.1 7 In re c e n t
years, however, teenage pregnancy rates
and the resulting rates of births and abor-
tions have been falling nationally and in
virtually all states. Nationwide, the teen-
age pregnancy rate declined 4% between
1995 and 1996, from 101 to 97 pre g n a n c i e s
per 1,000 women aged 15–19. The rate has
d ropped 9% since 1986 and, more signifi-
c a n t l y, 17% since peaking in 1990.

It is somewhat more telling to look at the
adolescent pregnancy rate in terms of sex-
ually experienced women aged 15–19
rather than all women in this age-gro u p .
A c c o rding to the National Survey of Fam-
ily Growth, which periodically interviews
a nationally re p resentative sample of
8,000–10,000 women of re p roductive age,
53% of the female population 15–19 in 1988
had ever had sexual intercourse since
m e n a rche; in 1995, 51% had done so.18 T h e
p regnancy rate per 1,000 sexually experi-
enced teenagers in 1996 was 190, down
substantially from an estimated peak of 224
in 1990 and from 211 in 1986 (Table 1).

tions to the correct state of residence, this
was done on the basis of information for
women of all ages in 20 states in 1996 and
for all states in 1992 and 1988. Error could
also be introduced by an undercount or
o v e rcount of abortions in AGI’s abortion
p rovider survey, or by the assumption that
the age distribution of women obtaining
abortions that were not reported to the state
health department is similar to that of
women whose abortions were re p o r t e d .
Special caution should be used with data
f rom states for which the proportion of
abortions that are provided to teenagers
was estimated from other states, although
as explained above, we believe the re s u l t-
ing rates to be reasonably accurate.

Findings
National Statistics
In 1996, roughly 10% of women aged 15–19
in the United States became pregnant and
had a birth, abortion or miscarriage. The
p regnancy rate among women in this age-
g roup—97 per 1,000 (Table 1)—was high-
er than the teenage pregnancy rate in every

Although the recent fall in the pre g-
nancy rate is reflected in declines in both
birthrates and abortion rates, the tre n d s
in these two rates have been somewhat
d i ff e rent. The teenage birthrate incre a s e d
24% between 1986 and 1991, when it
reached 62 births per 1,000 women aged
15–19; it then fell each year, reaching 54
per 1,000 in 1996. (Preliminary data for
1999 indicate that the rate fell to 49.6 per
1,000, slightly below the low point in
1986.19) The abortion rate per 1,000 teen-
agers, by contrast, began falling earlier, in
1989; by 1996, it had declined to 29, a level
much lower than in 1986.

Another way to examine teenagers’ 
re p roductive behavior is to look at the
abortion ratio, defined as the proportion
of adolescent pregnancies (births plus
abortions) that are terminated by abortion.
Of all teenagers faced with a pre g n a n c y
(excluding miscarriages and stillbirths) 
in 1996, 35% had an abortion. This ratio
has been declining steadily since 1986,
when 46% of teenage pregnancies ended
in abortion.
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Table 1. Pregnancy, birth and abortion rates per 1,000 women aged 15–19, and abortion ratio, by race and ethnicity, 1986–1996

Race and measure 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996

TOTAL
Pregnancy rate*

All women 106.7 106.6 111.4 114.9 117.1 115.8 111.9 109.3 106.1 101.1 97.3
Sexually experienced
women 210.5 206.4 211.8 219.2 224.2 222.5 215.8 211.5 206.1 197.1 190.4

Birthrate 50.2 50.6 53.0 57.3 60.4 62.1 60.7 59.6 58.9 56.8 54.4
Abortion rate 42.3 41.8 43.5 42.0 40.6 37.6 35.5 34.3 32.2 30.0 29.2
Abortion ratio† 45.7 45.2 45.1 42.3 40.2 37.7 36.9 36.5 35.3 34.6 34.9

WHITE
All
Pregnancy rate* 90.0 89.6 93.0 95.8 98.3 97.0 93.0 90.9 88.9 86.0 82.6
Birthrate 42.3 42.5 44.4 47.9 50.8 52.8 51.8 51.1 51.1 50.1 48.1
Abortion rate 35.6 35.1 36.1 34.8 33.9 30.5 28.1 26.9 25.1 23.5 22.6
Abortion ratio† 45.7 45.2 44.9 42.1 40.1 36.6 35.2 34.5 33.0 32.0 32.0

Non-Hispanic
Pregnancy rate* u u u u 87.3 83.3 77.5 75.0 72.4 69.5 66.1
Birthrate u u u 39.9 42.9 43.4 41.7 40.7 40.4 39.3 37.6
Abortion rate u u u u 32.6 28.4 25.0 23.8 21.7 20.3 19.1
Abortion ratio† u u u u 43.2 39.6 37.5 36.9 34.9 34.1 33.7

NONWHITE
All
Pregnancy rate* 180.7 180.1 189.1 193.4 189.6 189.6 185.2 180.4 172.5 158.7 153.3
Birthrate 84.8 85.5 89.2 95.9 96.5 98.4 95.5 92.5 89.1 82.2 78.1
Abortion rate 71.8 70.4 74.6 71.3 67.1 65.1 64.2 63.1 59.6 54.6 54.2
Abortion ratio† 45.8 45.2 45.5 42.6 41.0 39.8 40.2 40.6 40.1 39.9 41.0

Black
Pregnancy rate* u u u u 224.3 223.7 218.7 212.7 202.1 184.8 178.9
Birthrate 95.8 97.6 102.7 111.5 113.1 115.5 112.4 108.6 104.5 96.1 91.4
Abortion rate u u u u 80.5 77.4 76.2 74.9 69.7 63.2 62.9
Abortion ratio† u u u u 41.6 40.1 40.4 40.8 40.0 39.7 40.8

HISPANIC
Pregnancy rate* u u u u 163.2 172.5 175.9 174.0 175.1 170.5 164.6
Birthrate u u u 100.8 100.2 106.7 107.1 106.8 107.7 106.7 101.8
Abortion rate u u u u 39.1 40.4 43.1 41.7 41.7 38.6 38.6
Abortion ratio† u u u u 28.1 27.5 28.7 28.1 27.9 26.6 27.5

*Includes estimated number of pregnancies ending in miscarriages and stillbirt h s. † A b o rtions per 100 pregnancies ending in abortion or live birth. N o t e s : The pregnancy rates per 1,000 sexually ex p e ri-
enced women for 1986–1992 differ from those published earlier because of changes in the way age and sexual experience have been computed from the National Survey of Family Growth. See: Singh S
and Darroch JE, 1999 (reference 18). In this and subsequent tabl e s, data are tabulated according to the wo m a n ’s age at the pregnancy outcome and, for birt h s, according to the mother’s race (not the
child’s). u=unavailable.


