
ager’s eventual decision.
Regarding influence
contrary to their deci-
sion, teenagers were
asked: “Did you feel
pressure from others to
have an abortion/a birth
or have the baby adopt-
ed?” Regarding influ-
ence consistent with an
eventual decision, teen-
agers were asked: “Was
the decision to keep the
baby/have an abortion
entirely your own deci-
sion or did you feel pres-
sure from others?” Fol-
lowing each question,
respondents were asked
to identify the source of
the influence or pressure.

To measure indirect
influence, the survey
asked teenagers to indi-
cate the age at which
their mother first gave
birth, and the ages at
which their sisters (if
any) first gave birth (if
ever) and their friends
first gave birth (if ever).
Teenagers were classified
as experiencing indirect
influence toward birth if
they indicated that their
mother, sister or a friend

had become a mother as a teenager. Simi-
larly, if respondents indicated that their
mother, sister or friend had ever had an
abortion, they were classified as experi-
encing indirect influence toward abortion.

Bivariate Results
Demographic Characteristics
While similar proportions of teenagers in

both groups lived in a
suburban area, a larger
proportion of teenagers
in the motherhood
group than in the abor-
tion group lived in a
rural area (48% vs. 31%),
and a larger proportion
of those in the abortion
group lived in an inner
urban area (18% vs. 3%)
(Table 1, page 225). Al-
most three-quarters
(74%) of the abortion
group lived with their
family at the time of con-
ception, while slightly
less than half (48%) of

Forms of Influence
Direct and indirect influence on a teen-
ager’s decision about how to resolve a
pregnancy were considered as either in-
fluence toward birth or influence toward
abortion. In the YWPS, data on direct in-
fluence were collected by separate ques-
tions, according to whether the influence
was contrary to or consistent with a teen-

the motherhood group did. Forty-two per-
cent of teenagers who chose motherhood
lived with their partner and his family,
while only 15% of those who chose abor-
tion did so. Approximately one-quarter of
teenagers in both groups were Catholic,
while 44% of those who chose motherhood
and 36% of those who chose abortion said
they were affiliated with another Christ-
ian religion. Twenty-seven percent of teen-
agers who chose motherhood and 38% of
those who chose abortion reported no 
religious affiliation, and 3% and 2%, 
respectively, said they were Muslim or of
another non-Christian faith. The vast ma-
jority in both groups were not married.

Type of Influence Reported
Young women’s decisions about how to
resolve a pregnancy differed depending
on the type and direction of influence they
reported. A larger proportion of teenagers
who chose abortion reported direct influ-
ence toward abortion (39%) than those
who chose motherhood (25%). However,
similar proportions of teenagers in both
groups reported direct influence toward
birth (21% and 19%, respectively).

In the case of indirect influence, a larg-
er proportion of teenagers in the abortion
group reported indirect influence toward
abortion than those in the motherhood
group (32% vs. 17%). Furthermore, a larg-
er proportion of teenagers in the mother-
hood group reported indirect influence to-
ward birth than those in the abortion
group (57% vs. 38%).

The proportions of teenagers in each
group who reported influence from a spe-
cific significant other also varied. In the
abortion group, 34% of young women
said their partner influenced them toward
abortion, while only 6% of those in the
motherhood group said their partner in-
fluenced them toward abortion. Similar-
ly, in the motherhood group, 15% of teen-
agers said their partner influenced them
toward giving birth, while only 6% of
those in the abortion group said their part-
ner influenced them in that direction.

Influence Contrary to Decision
The majority of young women in both the
motherhood group (76%) and the abortion
group (80%) reported no direct influence
toward the pregnancy resolution option
that was contrary to their choice (Table 2).*
Among the abortion group, teenagers re-
ported influence toward motherhood
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*Because of the small size of some of the subgroups in

the sample, it was not possible to perform significance

tests on these data or those presented in Table 3.

Table 2. Percentage distribution of teenagers reporting direct 
influence from significant others that was contrary to their 
pregnancy resolution decision, by identity of significant other, 
according to living arrangement at time of conception

Inßuence/identity Total Family of Partner Alone/
origin and his with peers

family

Significant others who influenced
young women in the abortion
group toward motherhood (N=202) (N=149) (N=31) (N=22)
No one 79.9 83.6 61.3 81.8
Partner 5.9 3.4 22.6 0.0
Mother/father 4.0 2.0 9.7 9.1
Other family 1.0 1.3 0.0 0.0
Partner�s family 2.0 1.3 6.5 0.0
Friends 6.9 8.1 0.0 9.1
Church/doctor/school/other 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.0

Significant others who influenced
young women in the motherhood
group toward abortion (N=1,122) (N=535) (N=473) (N=114)
No one 75.8 68.7 86.4 64.9
Partner 6.1 8.2 2.5 11.4
Mother/father 7.4 9.0 4.7 11.4
Other family 2.9 4.5 1.7 0.9
Partner�s family 3.3 3.4 3.4 2.6
Friends 1.8 2.4 0.6 3.5
Church/doctor/school/other 2.7 3.8 0.7 5.3

Significant others who influenced
young women in the motherhood
group toward adoption* (N=1,122) (N=535) (N=473) (N=114)
No one 94.9 92.5 98.3 92.1
Partner 0.6 1.1 0.2 0.0
Mother/father 2.4 3.7 0.4 4.4
Other family 0.9 1.3 0.6 0.0
Partner�s family 0.6 1.1 0.0 0.9
Friends 0.4 0.0 0.4 2.6
Church/doctor/school/other 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.0

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

*Two women (1%) who chose abortion said they were inßuenced by their parents to choose
adoption.

Table 3. Percentage of teenagers reporting direct influence from
significant others that was consistent with their pregnancy 
resolution decision, by identity of significant other, according to
living arrangement at time of conception

Identity Total Family of Partner Alone/
origin and his with

family peers

Chose abortion (N=202) (N=149) (N=31) (N=22)
No one 60.9 62.4 64.5 45.5
Partner 34.2 32.2 29.0 54.5
Mother 14.4 13.4 16.1 18.2
Father 5.9 3.4 16.1 9.1

Chose motherhood (N=1,122) (N=535) (N=473) (N=114)
No one 80.7 81.7 78.6 85.1
Partner 15.3 12.9 18.6 13.2
Mother 5.6 8.0 3.2 4.4
Father 2.1 3.0 1.3 1.8

Note: Percentages do not add to 100, as multiple responses were possible.


