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their partner and his family (35%, com-
pared with 31% and 14%, respectively). In
addition, a larger proportion of those liv-
ing alone or with peers reported influence
toward abortion from their partner than
those living with their own family or with
their partner and his family (11%, com-
pared with 8% and 3%, respectively).

As noted above, few women reported
influence toward adoption, but young
women’s parents were the most likely
source of such influence. Of the 5% of
young women who chose motherhood
and reported such influence, 2% said their
parents were the source of influence, while
the remainder reported other significant
others as sources of this influence. Larg-
er proportions of women who chose
motherhood and who were living with
their family or alone or with peers re-
ported influence toward adoption from
parents than did those living with their
partner and his family (4% each, com-
pared with 0.4%, respectively).

Influence Consistent with Decision
According to teenagers’ reports of influ-
ence from significant others that was 
consistent with their
pregnancy resolution
decision, again, the ma-
jority of teenagers in
both the abortion group
(61%) and the mother-
hood group (81%) said
they came to their deci-
sion entirely on their
own, without influence
from anyone (Table 3).
Among those who chose
abortion, 34% said their
partner influenced their
decision, 14% said their
mother did and 6% said
their father did.

Among those who
chose motherhood, 15%
said they received direct
influence from their
partner, 6% said there
was influence from their
mother and 2% said
there was influence from
their father. Thus, small-
er proportions of young
women who chose
motherhood than of
those who chose abor-
tion reported receiving
direct influence consis-
tent with their eventual
decision.

Among the abortion

from friends (7%), their partner (6%), their
parents (4%), their partner’s family (2%)
and other family members (1%).

Among the motherhood group, teen-
agers reported direct influence toward
abortion from their parents (7%), their
partner (6%), other family members (3%),
their partner’s family (3%), their doctor
or someone affiliated with their church or
school (3%), or their friends (2%). Only 5%
of teenagers who chose motherhood and
1% of those who chose abortion reported
experiencing influence toward giving up
the child for adoption.

Among young women who chose abor-
tion but were influenced by others to con-
tinue the pregnancy, a larger proportion of
those living with their partner and his fam-
ily reported such influence, compared with
women in other living arrangements (40%,
compared with 18% of those who lived
alone or with peers and 16% of those who
lived with their family of origin). Women
in the abortion group who were residing
with their family of origin reported expe-
riencing the most influence from their
friends to continue their pregnancy: Eight
percent reported friends as a source of in-
fluence toward birth, compared with 8%
who reported influence from all other
sources of influence combined.

Among women who chose mother-
hood, a larger proportion of those living
alone or with peers reported influence
from others to have an abortion than those
living with their family of origin or with

group, young women’s partners were
more likely to be a source of influence con-
sistent with their decision if women were
living alone or with peers (55%) than if
they were living with their own family or
their partner and his family (32% and 29%,
respectively). Women who lived apart
from their family of origin at the time of
the pregnancy, either with the putative fa-
ther or alone or with peers, were more
likely to report mothers as the source of
direct influence to terminate their preg-
nancy than those who were living with
their own family (16% and 18%, respec-
tively, compared with 13%).

Somewhat larger proportions of young
women who chose motherhood and were
living with their family of origin than
those in other living arrangements re-
ported experiencing direct influence con-
sistent with their eventual decision.
Women in the motherhood group who
were living alone or with peers at the time
of pregnancy were least likely to report re-
ceiving such influence.

Overall, the partner and the young
woman’s mother were the main sources
of direct influence in favor of motherhood

Table 4. Percentage distribution of teenagers,
by mother’s, sister’s and friend’s ages at first
birth, according to pregnancy resolution group

SigniÞcant other Abortion Motherhood
and age

N % N %

Mother’s age at first birth (years)**
≤20 67 34.2 569 53.6
21�25 67 34.2 296 27.9
≥26 62 31.6 196 18.5
Total 196 100.0 1,061 100.0

Sister’s age at first birth*,†
No children 113 57.9 510 46.7
≤20 years 20 10.3 187 17.1
≥21 years 15 7.7 114 10.4
No sister 47 24.1 282 25.8
Total 195 100.0 1,093 100.0

Friend’s age at first birth**,‡
No children 76 37.6 174 16.2
≤20 years 106 52.5 566 52.7
≥21 years 20 9.9 333 31.0
Total 202 100.0 1,073 100.0

*Difference between abortion and motherhood groups is statisti-
cally signiÞcant at p<.05. **Difference between abortion and moth-
erhood groups is statistically signiÞcant at p<.01. �Two teenagers
in the abortion group and 13 in the motherhood group had sisters
with children but did not provide their sister�s age at Þrst birth. �Forty-
four teenagers had friends with children but did not provide their
friend�s age at Þrst birth. Note: Young women�s responses were
statistically compared using χ2 tests.

Table 5. Percentage distribution of teenagers, by reported abor-
tion experiences of significant others and whether young women
discussed these experiences with them, according to pregnancy
resolution group

Experience Abortion Motherhood

N % N %

Has your mother ever had an abortion?**
Yes 43 21.3 118 10.6
No 130 64.4 821 73.8
Don't know 29 14.4 174 15.6
Total 202 100.0 1,113 100.0

Have you ever discussed her abortion experience?*,†
Yes 37 86.0 77 65.3
No 6 14.0 41 34.7
Total 43 100.0 118 100.0

Has your sister ever had an abortion?‡
Yes 23 15.0 89 10.8
No 124 81.0 665 80.7
Don't know 6 3.9 70 8.5
Total 153 100.0 824 100.0

Have you ever discussed her abortion experience?*,†
Yes 18 78.3 47 53.4
No 5 21.7 41 46.6
Total 23 100.0 88 100.0

Has your friend ever had an abortion?
Yes 122 60.4 613 55.7
No 56 27.7 314 28.5
Don't know 24 11.9 174 15.8
Total 202 100.0 1,101 100.0

Have you ever discussed her abortion experience?†
Yes 100 82.0 429 70.2
No 22 18.0 182 29.8
Total 122 100.0 611 100.0

*Difference between abortion and motherhood groups is statistically signiÞcant at p<.05. **Dif-
ference between abortion and motherhood groups is statistically signiÞcant at p<.01. �Only
among those whose mother, sister or friend had had an abortion. �Forty-nine young women
in the abortion group and 298 in the motherhood group had no sister. Note: Young women�s
responses were statistically compared using χ2 tests.


