
18 Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health

cies (48%) have only one location that offers contraceptive
services; 28% have two or three, 14% have four or five, and
10% have six or more. Sixty-three percent of Planned
Parenthood affiliates have four or more locations (not
shown).

Contraceptive Services Offered
•Methods. Virtually all agencies offer the pill and the in-
jectable, and roughly nine in 10 provide male condoms,
spermicides and the diaphragm (Table 2, page 17). Eight
in 10 provide emergency contraceptive pills and natural
family planning instruction; about half offer the female con-
dom, IUD or implant insertion; and one-quarter offer cer-
vical caps, tubal ligation or vasectomy.

Since 1995, the mean number of methods offered by
agencies has increased from 7.9 (not shown) to 8.5. The
proportions of agencies offering several methods in 1999
also represent significant increases since 1995: emergency
contraceptive pills (80% vs. 38%), the female condom (55%
vs. 30%), the cervical cap (30% vs. 20%) and the injectable
(98% vs. 96%). The proportion offering the implant de-
creased from 59% to 47%.

Hospital agencies and Planned Parenthood affiliates are
significantly more likely than any other agency type to offer
the IUD and implant. In addition, Planned Parenthood af-
filiates are the most likely to offer emergency contraceptive
pills and the diaphragm, female condom and cervical cap.
As a result, Planned Parenthood affiliates and hospitals gen-

erally offer more methods (means of 10.7 and 9.7, respec-
tively) than other types of agencies (7.9–8.4). Because
Planned Parenthood affiliates serve large numbers of clients
and because all of the affiliates surveyed offer emergency
contraceptive pills, 93% of female contraceptive clients visit
agencies that offer emergency contraceptive pills (not
shown), although only 80% of agencies offer the method.

Agencies with a reproductive health focus are more like-
ly than those without to provide spermicides, the di-
aphragm, emergency contraceptive pills and the IUD. Agen-
cies that receive Title X funds are more likely than those
that do not to provide the male condom, spermicides, the
diaphragm, emergency contraceptive pills, natural family
planning and the implant; they are less likely than others
to provide female sterilization.
•The pill. While virtually all agencies offer the pill, agen-
cies differ in their provision approach (Table 3). Most (74%)
dispense pills on-site, but 14% give prescriptions to be filled
elsewhere, and 12% provide the initial supply and a pre-
scription for later cycles. Initially, 55% of agencies provide
three cycles, while at later visits, 16–23% of agencies each
provide an additional three, six, nine or 10 packs (not
shown).
•The injectable. Among agencies that offered the injectable
in 1998, the median number of clients per agency who ini-
tiated or continued its use was 150; the mean was 445.
Planned Parenthood affiliates provided the injectable to
the largest number of clients per agency (a median of 1,066).
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TABLE 3. Percentage of agencies following specific policies or procedures for providing various contraceptive methods, by
type of agency, reproductive health focus and receipt of Title X funding 

Policy or procedure All Type of agency† Reproductive Title X
agencies health focus funding‡

Community/ Health  Hospital Planned Other Yes No Yes No
migrant depart- Parent-
health center ment hood

Pill
Provide at clinic 74 51*** 92 29*** 99*** 81* 81 65*** 90 49***
Provide prescription only 14 29*** 4 36*** 0*** 12 10 20** 4 30***
Provide initial supply,

prescription for
later cycles 12 20*** 3 35*** 1 8 9 14 6 21***

Emergency contraceptive pill
Provide at clinic 81 54*** 92 54*** 100*** 95 86 74** 92 61***
Do not require complete

visit before providing
to a new client 56 38** 60 41* 86*** 64 62 47** 64 41***

Provide/prescribe
ahead of time 21 24* 8 22* 83*** 27** 22 18 19 23

Prescribe over the phone 16 23** 3 38*** 38*** 15** 15 18 11 26***

Pill/injectable follow-up
Remind client of next visit 58 50* 63 58 39*** 59 59 57 59 56
Contact client

if a visit is missed 53 69** 49 55 24*** 53 45 63*** 50 58

Permit pelvic exam to be delayed
for method provision
Pill 56 43** 63 36*** 88*** 59 61 49** 65 41***
Injectable 42 39 43 33 72*** 45 42 43 47 36*
Implant 23 27 21 21 34* 20 18 29* 22 24

*p<.05. **p<.01. ***p<.001. †Significance levels refer to difference between the specified proportion and the proportion for health departments. ‡Refers to Title
X funding of contraceptive services at one or more of an agency’s clinic sites. Note: Percentages are based on agencies that provide each method. 


