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whether their partners had other nonmarital partners con-
curred with men’s reports of such partners, correspond-
ing to a fair level of agreement (kappa, 0.3). When we re-
moved all women who said they did not know whether
their partners were exclusive, the kappa rose to 0.4 (not
shown). In contrast, although the crude level of agreement
between men’s suspicions that their partner had another
nonmarital partner and their partner’s report of having an-
other partner was high, reflecting the small proportion of
women who reported such partners, there was no agree-
ment overall between women’s reports and men’s suspi-
cions. Indeed, this was the only sexual behavior measure
for which men’s and women’s reports were not signifi-
cantly higher than the level that would have been expect-
ed by chance.

Finally, we examined the level of crude agreement and
concordance among matched married and unmarried
couples. As expected, married couples generally exhibited
higher levels of agreement and concordance regarding
their partner’s age, education and ethnicity. However, be-
cause relationships of married couples had lasted an aver-
age of one and a half years longer than those of unmarried
couples (not shown), recall bias may have affected the re-
porting of events that occurred at the beginning of these
relationships. Accordingly, married couples had a much
lower correlation coefficient (0.1) than did unmarried cou-

We were particularly interested in the reporting of sex-
ual behaviors, since a lack of agreement would indicate
that such behaviors were not reported reliably. Although
men and women, on average, reported identical durations
until first sex (3.4 months, see Table 3), the interpartner
correlation coefficient was only 0.4. The correlation was
substantially higher (0.8) for men’s and women’s reports
of the month of first sex. Although these relationships
began an average of more than two years before the survey,
further analyses indicated that 39% of men and women
gave exactly the same month of first sex, while more than
60% gave dates within three months of each other (not
shown). More than 60% of men and women reported the
same frequency of sexual intercourse, but this reflected
only fair agreement in the first month and moderate agree-
ment in the last month (kappas, 0.3 and 0.5, respectively).
All measures of condom and other contraceptive use
demonstrated moderate levels of agreement; crude agree-
ment ranged from 69% for the frequency of condom use
in the first month to 81% for whether condoms were ever
used. Although sexual behaviors are typically considered
more sensitive and, hence, prone to greater misreporting,
men and women showed roughly the same level of agree-
ment on several of these measures as they did on less sen-
sitive measures, such as partner’s educational attainment.

In 85% of relationships, women’s suspicions regarding

TABLE 4. Agreement and concordance among matched couples for selected characteristics and sexual behaviors

Measure All matched couples Married couples Unmarried couples
(N=280) (N=120) (N=160)

Crude Kappa/ Crude Kappa/ Crude Kappa/
agreement corr.coeff. agreement corr.coeff. agreement corr.coeff.

Partners’ characteristics
Age

Men na 0.75*** na 0.81*** na 0.68***
Women na 0.63*** na 0.61*** na 0.61***

Ethnicity
Men 97.5 0.92*** 99.2 0.98*** 96.3 0.88***
Women 92.8 0.82*** 97.5 0.93*** 89.3 0.76***

Education
Men 73.3 0.56*** 78.8 0.63*** 69.1 0.46***
Women 75.9 0.57*** 88.2 0.73*** 66.5 0.38***

Relationship characteristics
Mean relationship duration (mos.) na 0.80*** na 0.86*** na 0.74***
Relationship ongoing 94.6 0.37*** 100.0 .na 90.5 0.35***
Type of relationship (last month) 71.0 0.59*** 100.0 .na 49.1 0.29***
Man gave woman gifts/money 83.5 0.51*** 84.0 0.50*** 83.0 0.51***
Woman gave man gifts/money 82.8 0.65*** 85.0 0.67*** 81.1 0.62***

Sexual behavior
Mean no. of mos. before first sex na 0.44*** na 0.12 na 0.77***
Month of first sex na 0.75*** na 0.81*** na 0.62***
Frequency of sex (first month) 61.1 0.25*** 58.1 0.30*** 63.3 0.18**
Frequency of sex (last month) 62.5 0.48*** 65.6 0.52*** 60.1 0.40***
Used any contraceptive (first month) 77.9 0.53*** 70.8 0.39*** 83.6 0.49***
Used condoms (first month) 68.8 0.50*** 74.8 0.50*** 64.4 0.41***
Used condoms (last month) 70.9 0.56*** 81.5 0.46*** 62.9 0.50***
Ever used condoms 81.0 0.60*** 79.8 0.58*** 81.9 0.47***
Man had other nonmarital partner† 85.0 0.28*** 94.2 0.43*** 78.1 0.21**
Woman had other nonmarital partner‡ 88.5 0.01 95.8 0.00 83.1 0.01

**p≤.01. ***p≤.001. †Compares men’s reports of infidelity with women’s suspicion of their partner’s infidelity. ‡Compares women’s reports of infidelity with men’s
suspicion of their partner’s infidelity. Notes: Correlation coefficients (corr. coeff.) were calculated for age, month of first sex and duration variables, and kappa coeffi-
cients for all others. Kappa categories: weak, 0.00–0.20; fair, 0.21–0.40; moderate, 0.41–0.60; substantial, 0.61–0.80; strong, 0.81–1.00. No married men suspected their
wife of having a nonmarital partner. na=not applicable.


