
and 66% were white. On average, teenagers scored 100.7

on the modified PVT. Almost one-half had at least one

parent who had attended at least some college, and a

similar proportion lived with two parents.

Onaverage, teenagers reported a high level of perceived

condom knowledge (3.3); 87% of teenagers had received

pregnancy and AIDS education in school. Teenagers

reported that they were close with their parents (3.2)

and had discussed an average of two out of four topics

from their everyday life with them. On average, teenagers

reported a moderate level of rational decision-making

(2.7) and high educational aspirations (3.4), and they

perceived themselves as having almost no chance of

contracting an STD (0.6).

Nearly nine out of 10 teenagers (89%) classified their

first sexual partner as romantic, and 11% classified their

first sexual partner as liked. On average, teenagers were

similar to their partners on2.3out of three characteristics,

had participated in 5.5 out of eight dating activities before

sex, had been aged 15.6 years at first sex and had waited

4.4 months between the start of their relationship with

their first sexual partner and first sex.

BivariateResults

A lower proportion ofmales than of females reported that

they had discussed contraception before sex with their

partner (45% vs. 53%; Table 1). Also, compared with

females, males reported a higher level of perceived con-

dom knowledge, greater closeness and less communica-

tion with their parents, greater perceived disease risk and

more teenager-partner homogamy; a lower proportion of

males reported that first sexhadoccurredwithin a roman-

tic relationship.

A higher proportion of those who had discussed

contraception or STDs before sex than of those who

had not were female. Verbal ability, communication with

parents and rational decision-making were positively

associated with having had sexual communication; per-

ceived disease risk was negatively associated with such

communication. A higher proportion of teenagers who

had participated in discussions of contraception or STDs

before first sex than of their peers who had not were in

romantic relationships; a lower proportion were in liked

relationships.On average, respondents whohaddiscussed

contraception or STDs before sex had participated in

more dating activities before intercourse, had been older

at first sex and had had longer relationships before

first sex.

MultivariateResults

When only the individual and family factors were

included in the model, gender and PVT score were

associated with discussions of contraception or STDs

with the first sexual partner before sex (Table 2). Males

had 32% lower odds than females of having discussed

contraception or STDs prior to first sex (odds ratio, 0.7).

For each one-point increase in PVT score, the odds that

teenagers had discussed contraception or STDs before

first sex increased by 2% (odds ratio, 1.02).

After measures of reproductive health knowledge and

sex education, parent-teenager interactions, and oppor-

tunity costs and barriers were included, the association

between gender and the outcomewas attenuated, and the

association between PVT and the outcome remained

unchanged. Also, for every additional topic discussed

with their parents, teenagers had 24% greater odds of

having discussed contraception or STDs with their first

partner before first sex. Rational decision-making was

positively associated with sexual communication (odds

ratio, 1.4); perceived disease risk was negatively associ-

ated with the outcome (0.8).

In the model that added partner and relationship

factors, the associations for rational decision-making

and perceived disease risk were attenuated, indicating

that partner and relationship factors mediate, in part, the

association between these measures and discussions

about contraception or STDs. The findings for PVT score

and parent-teenager communication remained positive.

Also, in this final model, two measures assessed in earlier

TABLE 2. Odds ratios from logistic regression analyses pre-
dicting whether teenagers discussed contraception or STDs
with their partner before first sex

Characteristic Model 1 Model 2 Model 3

Individual/family
Male 0.68* 0.75† 0.74
Race/ethnicity

Hispanic 1.01 1.04 1.04
Black 1.24 1.19 1.89**
White (ref ) 1.00 1.00 1.00
Other 0.86 0.88 0.87

PVT score 1.02*** 1.02** 1.02*
Parent education 0.95 0.94 0.91
Lives with two parents 0.93 0.93 0.79

Reproductive health knowledge/sex education
Perceived condom knowledge na 1.17† 1.23*
Received pregnancy/AIDS

education in school na 0.97 0.98

Parent-teenager interactions
Closeness na 0.88 0.84
Communication na 1.24** 1.20*

Opportunity costs/barriers
Rational decision-making na 1.36** 1.27†
Educational aspirations na 1.05 1.05
Perceived disease risk na 0.76* 0.80†

Partner/relationship
Partner type

Romantic (ref ) na na 1.00
Liked na na 0.82

Teenager-partner
homogamy na na 0.90

No. of dating activities
that preceded sex na na 1.64***

Age at first sex na na 1.10†
No. of mos. in relationship

before sex na na 1.00

F 2.57* 2.5** 9.49***
df 8 16 22

*p<.05.**p<.01.***p<.001.†p<.10.Notes:ref=referencegroup.PVT=modified

Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test. na=not applicable.
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