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considered to have an unmet need. An additional 10% of 
women wanting no more births did not fall under the stan-
dard definition of unmet need because they were pregnant 
or postpartum at the time of the survey and reported that 
their last pregnancy was intended. A small proportion of 
both women with and without a defined unmet need (7%) 
said they did not intend to use contraceptives even though 
they expressed a desire for no more children.

Unwanted Pregnancy
Between 2006 and 2009, 32% of 2,853 women who were 
aged 13 to 49 and married at the time of both surveys be-
came pregnant at least once (not shown), and these preg-
nancies were fairly evenly split between women with and 
without an unmet need for contraception to limit births in 
2006 (30% and 33%, respectively). All of the pregnancies 
among women having an unmet need are considered un-
wanted. However, 40% of the pregnancies among women 
without an unmet need occurred among those who had 
said they wanted no more children, indicating that these 
women changed their childbearing intentions, stopped 
method use or experienced a contraceptive failure.

Forty-seven percent of the 923 pregnancies that oc-
curred during the intersurvey period among women who 
were married and aged 13–49 were unwanted—i.e., they 
were conceived by women who had reported in 2006 that 
they wanted no more children. Three-quarters of the un-
wanted pregnancies occurred among women who were 
not classified as having an unmet need in 2006: Half of 
unwanted pregnancies occurred among women who were 
using contraception at baseline, and 24% occurred among 
those who were pregnant or postpartum at baseline and 

(Table 1). Among women who were using a method in 
2006, nearly three-fourths also reported use in 2009; how-
ever, 11% of those who were using a method at baseline 
were no longer using in 2009 although they had reported 
in the earlier survey that they did not want any more chil-
dren. (The true proportion of women who discontinued 
contraceptive use over the three years is actually higher 
than 11% because some women discontinued use during 
the period and then began again before the 2009 survey.) 
Another 11% of those who were practicing contraception 
in 2006 discontinued use because they wanted to become 
pregnant or because they were no longer fecund.

A logistic regression analysis indicates that the odds of 
having an unmet need for limiting births in both 2006 and 
2009 increased with age (odds ratio, 1.04) and parity (1.2; 
Table 2). Meanwhile, women who had ever used a method 
had significantly decreased odds of having an unmet need 
at both time points, compared with those who had never 
used a method (0.3). Relative household wealth, schooling, 
decision-making power, and having experienced a child 
death or stillbirth were not associated with having had un-
met need at both surveys in the multivariate analysis.

Intention to Use Contraceptives and Subsequent Use
Overall contraceptive prevalence was high in the sampled 
population at the time of the surveys. Among married 
women aged 13–49, 64% reported current method use in 
2006, and 67% did so in 2009 (not shown). Of the 1,103 
women not using a method in 2006, 65% reported that 
they intended to use a method at some point in the future.

Overall, most women who were not using a method at 
the 2006 survey—both those with and those without an 
unmet need for limiting births—were using a method in 
2009 (69% and 58%, respectively; Table 3). The propor-
tion of women who reported using a method in 2009 was 
higher among those who had previously reported intend-
ing to use a method than among those had reported no 
intention to do so. This was true among both women who 
had had an unmet need in 2006 (85% vs. 40%; unadjust-
ed odds ratio 8.3) and women who had not had an unmet 
need (74% vs. 28%; unadjusted odds ratio, 7.2).

The majority of women who went on to adopt a method 
chose either oral or injectable contraceptives, whether 
they had had (63%) or had not had (67%) an unmet 
need for limiting births in 2006 (Table 4). Although all 
the women with an unmet need said that they did not 
want any more children, only 6% adopted a long-acting or  
permanent method.

In 2006, 2,064 women said they wanted no more chil-
dren and thus were considered to have a demand for con-
traception for limiting births. Of this group, nearly three-
quarters were using a method of contraception, and most 
were using a modern method (63%; Figure 1, page 8). 
The standard definition of unmet need accounts for fewer 
than two-thirds of the remaining women wishing to limit 
births: Eighteen percent of women not wanting another 
birth were not using a method and would thus have been 

TABLE 3. Among women who were not using a method in 2006, the number and pro-
portion using a contraceptive method in 2009, by unmet need status and intention 
to use in 2006

Intend to use contraceptives Unmet need in 2006 No unmet need 
in 2006

No. % using a 
method in 
2009

No. % using a 
method in 
2009

All 388 68.8 715 57.5
Yes 252 84.5 464 73.5
No 136 39.7 251 27.9
Odds of method use in 

2009,  by intention status                                                                                   8.29*                                             7.17*

*p<.05.

TABLE 4. Among married women aged 13–49 who were not using a method in 2006, 
number adopting a method between 2006 and 2009 and percentage distribution 
according to method chosen, by whether or not women had had an unmet need for 
limiting births

Unmet need 
status, 2006

No. Method use, 2006–2009

Oral 
contraceptives

Injectable LAPM* Condom Traditional Total

Unmet need 267 36 27 6 3 28 100
No unmet need 411 38 29 7 4 22 100

*Long-acting and permanent methods (IUD, implant and sterilization).


