
Northeast and the West, where the populations are

concentrated in metropolitan areas, were less likely to

live in a county without a provider (17% and 15%,

respectively) than were women in the South and the

Midwest (47% and 50%, respectively).

Between 2000 and 2005, the number of providers

decreased in 26 states and the District of Columbia,

increased in 15 states and remained stable in nine. The

largest absolute increases occurred in the two states with

the largest numbers of providers: New York had 27 more

providers in 2005 than in 2000, and California had 24

more. Both states saw a decline in the number of

specialized clinics (not shown), and in New York, the

number of nonspecialized clinic providers increased, as

did the number of physician providers, most of which

performed fewer than 30 abortions in 2005. The overall

increase in California’s number of providers was due

largely to an increase in hospitals that provided a small

number of abortions. Similarly, in Georgia, the 31%

increase in provider numbers (a gain of eight facilities)

was due to an increase in the number of hospitals

providing a small number of abortions per year. While

the increase in hospital providers in Georgia may be real,

it may also reflect that the abortion data from the state

health department was more detailed in 2005 than in

prior years. The largest absolute decreases in abortion

providers occurred in North Carolina (18), Pennsylvania

(17) and Hawaii (12). Declines in Pennsylvania and North

Carolina were mostly in the number of hospitals with

small abortion caseloads, while the decline in Hawaii was

due to fewer physicians’ performing, or reporting that

they perform, abortions.

In several states where provider numbers increased,

such as California, Georgia and New York, abortion rates

decreased between 2000 and 2005. Three of the nine

states where abortion rates increased (Maine, Maryland

and New Hampshire) had a decrease in provider num-

bers, and three (Alaska, Colorado and Connecticut) had

an increase of two or more. In states that had few

providers to begin with, such as Arkansas, Mississippi

and North Dakota, declines in the number of providers

likely further restricted access to abortion services and, in

turn, contributed to lower abortion rates.

Provider Types and Caseloads
dClinics. The 381 specialized abortion clinics performed

69% of all abortions in 2005 (Table 4). A large majority of

these reported 1,000 or more abortions during the year,

and a few performed 5,000 or more. The 435 non-

specialized clinic providers performed 25% of abortions.

Even though a majority of patient visits to these facilities

are for other services, some nonspecialized clinics are

similar to abortion clinics in that they have large abortion

caseloads.

Between 2000 and 2005, abortion clinics declined both

in number (by 15%, from 4473) and as a proportion of all

providers (from 25% to 21%—not shown). Seventy-seven

abortion clinics closed during this period, and only 29

new clinics opened. In addition, while 36 providers

switched their focus and were reclassified as abortion

clinics, 54 facilities were removed from that category

because they changed their focus or did fewer abortions

in 2005. The number of nonspecialized clinic providers

increased by 13%, from 386 in 2000,3 partly because

some clinics that previously had not offered abortion

services began to offer medication abortions; this number

also increased as a proportion of the total number of

providers, from 21% to 24%. Overall, the number of

clinics that performed 400 or more abortions fell from

668 to 617 between 2000 and 2005.3

TABLE 4. Number and percentage distribution of abortion providers and of
abortions, by type of facility, according to caseload, 2005

Caseload Total Abortion
clinics

Other clinics Hospitals Physicians’
offices

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

Providers 1,787 100 381 21 435 24 604 34 367 21
1–29 616 34 na na 48 3 374 21 194 11
30–399 528 30 14 1 137 8 203 11 173 10
400–999 243 14 63 4 160 9 20 1 na na
1,000–4,999 380 21 288 16 86 5 7 * na na
‡5,000 20 1 16 1 4 * 0 0 na na

Abortions 1,204,504 100 827,245 69 301,329 25 56,041 5 21,589 2
1–29 6,163 1 na na 632 * 3,340 * 2,191 0
30–399 71,083 6 3,842 * 23,407 2 24,136 2 19,398 2
400–999 163,128 14 45,272 4 106,482 9 11,374 1 na na
1,000–4,999 818,084 68 666,562 55 136,331 11 17,191 1 na na
‡5,000 146,046 12 111,569 9 34,477 3 0 0 na na

*Less than 0.5%. Notes: Abortion clinics are those at which the majority of patient visits are for abortion services;

other clinics are those at which the majority are for other services. Physicians’ offices reporting 400 or more abor-

tions a year are classified as clinics. na=not applicable. Abortion counts may not sum to totals, and percentages

may not add to 100, because of rounding. Source: 2006–2007 Guttmacher Abortion Provider Survey.

TABLE 5. Estimated number of providers of early medication abortion, and number
of early medication abortions provided at nonhospital facilities, by provider type
and total abortion caseload, 2001 and 2005

Provider type
and caseload

Providers Nonhospital medication
abortions

No. % of
providers*

No. %
change,
2001–
2005

% of
abortions,
2005

2001 2005 2001 2005 2001 2005

Total 603 1,026 33 57 70,500 161,100 128 14

Provider type
Abortion clinics 229 308 51 81 51,700 91,100 76 11
Other clinics 174 338 45 78 17,100 65,200 279 22
Hospitals 112 178 19 29 na na na na
Physicians’ offices 88 202 23 55 1,700 4,800 200 22

Caseload
1–29 74 201 14 33 400 1,300 225 46
30–399 137 286 23 54 2,700 16,000 515 34
400–999 128 178 48 73 12,300 23,100 86 15
1,000–4,999 245 346 60 91 45,800 111,000 142 14
‡5,000 19 15 68 75 9,300 9,700 5 7

*The denominators arethe provider universe for eachyear. Notes: Early medication abortions include those per-

formed with mifepristone and methotrexate. Numbers have been corrected from previously published figures,

which represented the first six months of 2001. Numbers of abortions are rounded to the nearest 100. na=not

applicable. Sources: 2001: reference 3. 2005: 2006–2007 Guttmacher Abortion Provider Survey.
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