
and 12%other methods (6%periodic abstinence and 6%

withdrawal). Twenty-nine percent of women reported

using more than one method, and 41% had been using

their method for at least five years (not shown). Thirty-

seven percent of reversible method users, however,

reported not being completely satisfied with their

method; a similar proportion (38%) reported using their

current method mostly because they disliked other

options, and slightly fewer (31%) would changemethods

if not for the cost. Some 58% of women who were using

condoms and 24% of those using the pill reported

choosing those methods because they did not like other

methods.
dOral contraceptives. Socioeconomic and sexual partner-

ship characteristics, as well as pregnancy- and method-

related experiences and attitudes, were significantly

associated with oral contraceptive use in bivariate analy-

ses. For example, a greater proportion of white women

than of foreign-born Hispanics, blacks, and Asians and

other women were using the pill (43% vs. 23–25%;

Table 2). Also, pill use was less common among women

in relationships of more than four years’ duration than

among those in shorter relationships or not currently

involved (33% vs. 42–45%). In addition, a greater pro-

portion of women who had ever had an unintended

pregnancy than of those who had not were using the pill

(44% vs. 29%; Table 3). Furthermore, pill use was more

common among women who felt that it was very impor-

tant to avoid pregnancy than among those who felt it was

not or only a little important (41% vs. 22%), and among

womenwho disagreed with the statement that it does not

matter whether one uses a method than among those

who agreed (41% vs. 30%).

In multivariate analyses, blacks and Asians and other

women had half the odds of white women of using oral

contraceptives (odds ratios, 0.5; Table 2); womenwhohad

nomore than ahigh school educationor somecollegewere

less likely than college graduates (0.6), and women

covered by Medicaid were less likely than those with

private insurance (0.5), to use the pill. In addition, pill

TABLE 3. Percentage distribution of women using reversible contraceptives, by current method used, according to pregnancy-,
method- and provider-related experiences and attitudes; and odds ratios from logistic regression analyses examining associa-
tions between experiences and attitudes and use of specific methods

Experience or attitude N % Odds ratio

Pill Long-
acting

Condom Other Total Pill Long-
acting

Condom Other

ALL 1,641 37.7 17.9 32.3 12.1 100.0 na na na na

PREGNANCY
Parity
0 (ref ) 637 49.8 11.4 31.2 7.5 100.0 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
1 377 32.1† 21.8† 31.6 14.6† 100.0 0.81 1.67* 0.87 1.20
‡2 626 28.8† 21.9† 33.8 15.5† 100.0 0.70 1.97** 0.87 1.19

No. of unintended pregnancies
0 (ref ) 976 43.9 12.6 33.2 10.3 100.0 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
‡1 664 28.8† 25.6† 30.9 14.8† 100.0 0.73* 2.10*** 0.66** 1.30

Importance of avoiding pregnancy
Very (ref ) 1,045 40.5 18.8 33.7 7.1 100.0 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Somewhat 335 41.5 17.3 25.7† 15.5† 100.0 0.96 0.91 0.83 2.01***
A little/not 261 21.9†,‡ 15.0 35.0 28.1†,‡ 100.0 0.38*** 0.77 1.14 4.42***

Fatalistic attitude toward
pregnancy/birth control
Disagree/neutral (ref ) 1,168 40.9 17.7 31.9 9.5 100.0 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Agree 473 30.0† 18.2 33.2 18.6† 100.0 0.96 0.82 0.82 1.91***

METHOD AND PROVIDER
Reason for method use
Mostly like method/both like and dislike (ref) 1,017 46.1 21.9 21.9 10.0 100.0 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Mostly don’t like other methods 624 24.1† 11.2† 49.1† 15.6† 100.0 0.37*** 0.42*** 4.04*** 1.42*

Would change method if cost
were not an issue
No (ref ) 1,134 42.6 19.6 27.0 10.7 100.0 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Yes 506 26.8† 13.8† 44.0† 15.4† 100.0 0.58*** 0.46*** 2.18*** 1.90***

Type of provider
Private doctor (ref ) 1,031 41.8 16.8 28.8 12.6 100.0 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Clinic 472 38.0 23.1† 29.3 9.6 100.0 1.06 1.05 0.90 0.97
None 137 6.6†,‡ 7.3†,‡ 68.6†,‡ 17.5‡ 100.0 0.10*** 0.33** 4.71*** 1.57

Model R2 (Nagelkerke) na na na na na na 0.269 0.194 0.267 0.217

*p<.05. **p<.01. ***p<.001. †Significantly different frompercentage in first rowatp<.05. ‡Significantly different frompercentage in second rowatp<.05.Notes:

Ns are weighted. Regressions include all variables listed in Table 2. Long-acting methods are the injectable, patch, IUD, ring and implant. Other methods are with-

drawal, periodic abstinence, spermicides and other barrier methods. na=not applicable. ref=reference group.
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