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Sexual Insistence and Disliked Sexual Activities

Bivariate Findings
Almost one out of 10 respondents reported experience 
with sexual insistence, and the proportions were similar 
for men and women; 4% of each reported perpetration, 
and 7–8% reported victimization. Of those who report-
ed any insistence, 30% reported both victimization and 
perpetration, 52% reported victimization only and 18% 
reported perpetration only (not shown). Thus, sexual 
 insistence often was mutual, and the majority of those 
who reported perpetration also reported victimization. 
Most respondents who reported sexual insistence behavior 
 indicated that it occurred just once or twice.  Victimization 
and perpetration were associated among both men and 
women (p<.05). 

A signifi cantly greater proportion of women than of 
men (12% vs. 3%) had engaged repeatedly in sexual 
activities they disliked, primarily fellatio and anal sex. 
Similar proportions of males and females who reported 
disliking an activity—61% and 66%, respectively—said 
that they had participated in it more than once (not 
shown). However, 81% of those who had engaged even 
once in a disliked activity were female, so females were at 
greater risk than males of being in the position to repeat 
a disliked activity.

The extent to which respondents liked sexual activities 
they had engaged in varied signifi cantly by gender (Table 2). 
The large majority of both sexes (92% of men and 87% of 
women) liked having vaginal sex very much. While men 
who had received oral sex overwhelmingly liked it very 
much (84%), only 40% of women who had performed it 
liked it very much. However, only 8% of women who had 
engaged in fellatio disliked it somewhat or very much. The 
majority of men and women who had experienced cunnilin-
gus reported liking it very much (62% and 75%, respective-
ly). In contrast, only 51% of men and 14% of women who 
had had anal sex with their partner liked it very much; 41% 
of women reported disliking it somewhat or very much. 

Most respondents who reported disliked activities did 
not report partner insistence, but for women, having a part-
ner who had insisted on sex was associated with repeated 
disliked sexual activities (p<.05—not shown). In addition, 
women whose partners had insisted on sexual activity were 
signifi cantly more likely than others to report repeated dis-
liked vaginal intercourse (4% vs. 0.5%), repeated disliked 
cunnilingus (4% vs. 1%), repeated disliked fellatio (15% 
vs. 5%) and repeated disliked anal sex (14% vs. 4%). 

Multivariate Findings
�Insistence perpetration. Initial analyses of the overall 
sample, controlling for demographic and relationship 
characteristics, revealed no signifi cant gender differ-
ences in the odds of insistence perpetration resulting in 
sexual relations. Analyses stratifi ed by gender showed 
associations between relationship characteristics and in-
sistence perpetration for both men and women  (Table 3). 
 Cohabiting and married men had higher odds than dat-
ing men of having insisted that their partner have sex 

TABLE 2. Percentage distribution of young adults who have engaged in selected 
sexual activities in their current relationship, by the degree to which they liked or 
disliked the activity, according to gender 

Activity and gender Disliked very 
much 

Disliked Neutral Liked Liked 
very much 

Total

Vaginal sex
Male <0.5 <0.5 0.5 7.4 91.8 100.0
Female <0.5 0.5 1.0 11.7 86.5 100.0

Fellatio*
Male 0.0 <0.5 2.5 13.9 83.6 100.0
Female 2.2 5.5 15.7 36.8 39.8 100.0

Cunnilingus*
Male 1.0 2.8 9.8 24.8 61.9 100.0
Female 0.5 1.4 4.3 19.0 74.8 100.0

Anal sex*
Male 4.6 4.7 12.5 27.7 50.5 100.0
Female 23.7 17.2 14.8 30.4 13.8 100.0

*Gender differences are signifi cant at p<.05. Notes: Percentages are weighted and may not add to 
100.0 because of rounding.

TABLE 3. Odds ratios from multiple logistic regression analyses assessing the likeli-
hood that young adults experienced sexual insistence or repeated disliked sexual 
activities in their current relationship, by selected characteristics, according to gender

Characteristic Insistence 
perpetration 

Insistence 
victimization

Repeated 
disliked activities

Male Female Male Female Male Female

Type of relationship 
Dating (ref ) 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Cohabiting 2.94* 1.23 1.62 1.91* 0.81 1.19
Married 2.70* 1.11 1.38 1.44 0.41 1.79*

Perception of love in current relationship
Partners love each other 
 a lot (ref ) 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Neither partner loves
 the other a lot 1.21 1.47 0.88 2.74* 0.47 1.52
Respondent loves partner 
 a lot (not reciprocated) 3.06 3.86* 3.66* 3.10* 0.93 1.48
Partner loves respondent 
 a lot (not reciprocated) 0.55 1.43 3.32* 4.24* 0.82 1.88

* p<.05. Notes: Analyses controlled for race, ethnicity and current age. ref=reference group.

Bureau estimates of the demographic profi le of the U.S. 
adolescent population.23,24 Pearson design-based F tests 
were used to determine whether respondents experienced 
sexual insistence (perpetration or victimization) with their 
current partner and whether they repeatedly engaged in 
disliked sexual activities. Multiple logistic regression mod-
els were used to determine predictors of these outcomes. 
Because of signifi cant interaction terms between gender 
and relationship characteristics, men and women were 
modeled separately to facilitate interpretation. Dummy 
variables were used to represent categorical concepts.

RESULTS
The sample comprised 1,788 males and 2,681 females, 
who were, on average, 22 years old. Forty percent were 
in dating relationships, and 30% each were cohabiting 
and married (Table 1, page 35). Eighty-fi ve percent of re-
spondents reported that they and their partners loved each 
other “a lot.” 
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