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cal students and personnel. Steps should also be taken to 
ensure that women seeking legal abortions have access to 
the procedure as early as possible, so that they can benefit 
from the use of modern, less invasive methods.

When women and couples begin to want smaller fami-
lies—and continue to be motivated to space their births 
and avoid premarital childbearing—they will use a combi-
nation of means, such as modern or traditional contracep-
tive methods and abortion, to achieve their goals.27 Unless 
adequate measures are taken to prevent unwanted preg-
nancy and unsafe abortion, the health and well-being of 
women will continue to be at risk in Nigeria.
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APPENDIX TABLE 2. Percentage distribution of survey respondents, by occupation, according to geopolitical zone, Health 
Facilities Survey and Health Professionals Survey

Respondent N Geopolitical zone All

North  
West

North 
East

North 
Central

South 
West

South 
South

South  
East

Health Facilities Survey 
Physician/medical officer 404 50.4 21.9 48.6 62.2 71.4 69.4 52.3
Nurse/midwife 252 35.9 43.2 33.3 28.1 27.7 24.1 32.6
CHEW/CHO 111 13.7 32.9 17.4 8.9 0.8 6.5 14.4
Other 5 0.0 1.9 0.7 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.6
Total 772 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Health Professionals Survey         
Physician 57 13.9 38.5 20.7 16.7 37.0 40.0 29.4
Other medical professional 47 36.1 15.4 27.6 33.3 7.4 26.7 24.2
Program manager/health administrator 23 13.9 7.7 10.3 16.7 22.2 6.7 11.9
Policymaker/politician/lawyer/judge/activist 29 16.7 15.4 13.8 16.7 18.5 15.6 16.0
Lecturer/teacher/researcher 31 16.7 17.9 24.1 16.7 11.1 6.7 14.9
Other 7 2.8 5.1 3.4 0.0 3.7 4.4 3.6
Total 194 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Notes: CHEW=community health extension worker. CHO=community health officer.

APPENDIX TABLE 3. Percentage distribution of  Health Facility Survey respondents, by level of training, according to facility 
type 

Level of training
 
 

N Government Private*

Teaching 
hospital/ 
FMC

General/ 
specialist 
hospital

Cottage 
hospital/ 
CHC/ clinic

Maternity 
center

Hospital Clinic/ 
Medical 
center

Maternity 
center

Physician/medical officer 404 72 45 26 4 70 66 55
Nurse/midwife 252 26 49 50 35 25 19 20
CHEW/CHO 111 2 5 24 58 5 15 24
Other 5 0 1 0 3 0.4 0 0
Total 772 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

*Includes facilities operated by nongovernmental organizations and missions. Notes: FMC=Federal medical center CHC= Comprehensive health center. 
CHEW=community health extension worker. CHO=community health officer.




