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    Background

                
          

  Laws and policies on abortion have been changing rapidly across the United States since the US Supreme Court overturned the federal constitutional right to abortion in late June in Dobbs v. Jackson. As a result, some information here may be out of date. Our team is working diligently to update this resource. Thank you for your patience.


 


For the last four decades, the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has partnered with the states to collect aggregate statistics on abortions in the United States. States are not required to submit abortion data to the CDC, but the overwhelming majority do. To collect individual-level data, most state vital statistics agencies have designed a form that abortion providers use for reporting to the state. Typically, the form requires:


	identification of the facility at which the abortion was performed and the physician performing the procedure;
	patient’s demographic characteristics (e.g., age, race, ethnicity, marital status and number of previous live births);
	gestational age; and
	abortion procedure used.



After the U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved the abortion drug mifepristone in 2000, most states adjusted their forms to include questions about medication (nonsurgical) abortion. More recently, states have reconfigured their systems so that reporting is increasingly being done via the Internet.





      



          


  


  
        
      
            Visit our state legislation tracker for policy activity on all sexual and reproductive health topics.



      
  


  
        Highlights

      
      
            	46 states and the District of Columbia require hospitals, facilities and physicians providing abortions to submit regular and confidential reports to the state.
	8 states require providers to indicate the method of payment, such as insurance or self-pay, for the procedure.
	28 states require providers to report postabortion complications.
	16 states require providers to give some information about the patient's reason for seeking the procedure.
		11 states ask whether the abortion was performed because of a threat to the patient's health or life.
	8 states ask whether the abortion was performed because of rape or incest.
	15 states ask whether the abortion was performed because of a diagnosed fetal abnormality.
	9 states ask whether the abortion was performed for other reasons (e.g. the patient's economic or familial circumstances).


	
	6 states require providers to report whether the fetus was viable.
	14 states require providers to indicate if the state mandates for abortion counseling and parental involvement were satisfied.
		9 states require providers to report whether state-mandated counseling was provided.
	14 states require providers to report whether state requirements for parental involvement were met.


	




      
  


  
        
      The information provided on this website is not intended to, and does not, constitute legal advice. All information, content, and materials available on this site are for general informational purposes only. Information on this website may not constitute the most up-to-date legal or other information. We encourage anyone with legal questions to contact a licensed attorney.
  


          

                          
            
  
        
      
          
             Printer-friendly version
          
      

  


  
        
      




      
      Share

      
        	
                
                  
                
              
	
                
                  
                
              
	
                
                  
                
              


      

    

  


  


  
        
      
  For more information

  

  
    
            Public Policy Office

                      

    
            202 296-4012

                  [email protected]

          

  





  


  
        
      
      



      Topic

    
                            United States

            	
                        Abortion:       State Policies on Abortion  
                  



                    










      Geography

    
                    	
                        Northern America:       United States  
                  



            














  

  


  
        
      
  
  
    Related Content

          
              

    Policy Analysis
    
  
          Abortion Reporting: Promoting Public Health, Not Politics

      

  
    
    Guttmacher Policy Review
  

  


          

    Research Article
    
  
          Abortion Reporting in the United States:An Examination of the Federal-State Partnership

      

  
    
    Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health
  

  


          

    Research Article
    
  
          Abortion Incidence and Service Availability In the United States, 2011

      

  
    
    Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health
  

  


              

      




  


          

                      


          

  



  
    

      
            
          
            
  
        
      
            
	
			State Requirements for Abortion Reporting

			
	
			STATE

				
			REPORTING REQUIRED

				
			METHOD OF PAYMENT

				
			COMPLICATIONS

				
			REASONS FOR PROCEDURE

				
			FETUS VIABLE

				
			MET STATE REQUIREMENT FOR:

			
	
			Patient's Health/Life

				
			Rape/Incest

				
			Fetal Abnormality
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			X†

				
			 

				
			 

				
			 

				
			 

				
			 

				
			 

				
			 

				
			 

				
			X

			
	
			Alaska

				
			X

				
			X

				
			 

				
			 

				
			 

				
			X

				
			 

				
			 

				
			X

				
			 

			
	
			Arizona

				
			X

				
			 

				
			X

				
			X

				
			 

				
			X

				
			X

				
			‡

				
			 

				
			X

			
	
			Arkansas

				
			X

				
			 

				
			 X 

				
			 

				
			 

				
			 

				
			 

				
			                            

				
			 

				
			X

			
	
			Colorado

				
			X
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			▼  Enforcement permanently enjoined by a court order; policy not in effect.

			*    States list a range of "other" reasons on their forms:  elective (AZ, FL, IL, MN, SD, UT); economic (FL, MN, NE, SD); contraceptive failure or nonuse (NE); patient's familial circumstances (NY); patient's age (NY); "therapeutic" (UT); patient is HIV positive (UT); and several other reasons (OK).

			†    Reporting form does not specifically include medication (nonsurgical) abortion. 

			Ω   Reporting from physician to the state on abortion procedures is voluntary. 

			‡    State requires provider to report reasons for abortions performed after viability (IN), after 21 weeks' gestation (KS), after 23 weeks' gestation (MA and PA) or after the second trimester (TX); AZ and MA also ask whether the abortion resulted in a live birth.
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